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2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set

 The 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will 
be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016.

Christian spoken 
word artist "Lo" 
(pictured front 
right) captured this 
image of the large 
crowd of youth at-
tending The Gath-
ering 2016.  This 
year's event ended 
with a challenge 
from Bishop James 
Swanson Sr. to the 
Mississippi Confer-
ence. He is calling 
for an attendance 
of five thousand at 
this event by 2020. 
See page 8 to 
read the story.
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Luke 22:14-23:56 
New International Version (NIV)
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”

17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the 
vine until the kingdom of God comes.”

19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”

20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.[a] 21 
But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that 
man who betrays him!” 23 They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this.

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles 
lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the 
greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the 
table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood 
by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in 
my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you 
have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”

33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”

34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.”

35 Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack anything?”

“Nothing,” they answered.

36 He said to them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. 37 It is 
written: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’[b]; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is written about me is reach-
ing its fulfillment.”

38 The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.”

“That’s enough!” he replied.

Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives

39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40 On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you 
will not fall into temptation.” 41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this 
cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being in anguish, 
he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.[c]

45 When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46 “Why are you sleeping?” he 
asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”

Jesus Arrested

47 While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached 
Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”

49 When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” 50 And one of them struck the 
servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.

51 But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard,and the elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that 
you have come with swords and clubs? 53 Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your 
hour—when darkness reigns.”

Peter Disowns Jesus

54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55 And when some there 
had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there 
in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.”

57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.

word POWER
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58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”

“Man, I am not!” Peter replied.

59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.”

60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked 
straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three 
times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly.

The Guards Mock Jesus

63 The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him.64 They blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 
And they said many other insulting things to him.

Jesus Before Pilate and Herod

66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led 
before them. 67 “If you are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.”

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, 68 and if I asked you, you would not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be 
seated at the right hand of the mighty God.”

70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?”

He replied, “You say that I am.”

71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.”

23 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our 
nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.”

3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

“You have said so,” Jesus replied.

4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.”

5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.”

6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to 
Herod,who was also in Jerusalem at that time.

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about 
him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief 
priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked 
him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been 
enemies.

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people,14 and said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting 
the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, 
for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.” [17] 
[d]

18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection 
in the city, and for murder.)

20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”

22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. 
Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.”

23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 
25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their 
will.

The Crucifixion of Jesus

26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made 
him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and 
said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will come when you will 
say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then “‘they will say to the moun-
tains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’[e]
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31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified 
him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
are doing.”[f] And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, 
the Chosen One.”

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the jews.

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for 
we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.[g]”

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

The Death of Jesus

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain 
of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”[h] When he had said this, he 
breathed his last.

47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had 
gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, including the 
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

The Burial of Jesus

50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and 
action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he himself was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he asked for 
Jesus’ body. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid. 
54 It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin.

55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they went 
home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment.

Contact Mississippi Conference  
District Offices

For more information, go to   
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialcr
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Connecting

Cleaning Buckets Needed  
Photo right: This set of buckets made by members of Brandon First UMC in Brandon, Miss. was re-
cently donated to St. Paul UMC in Clarksdale, Miss. for families impacted by recent early March flooding.

The United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) depots in Louisiana and Alabama are running low 
on cleaning buckets. Please encourage your congregations to consider helping make buckets. Clean-
ing buckets enable people to begin the overwhelming job of cleaning up after a flood or hurricane. If you 
would like to help by assembling cleaning buckets, click here for assembly and shipping instructions. If 
you are storing buckets or need more information, contact David Cumbest at 228-990-4880.

Here is a list of drop-off sites for the cleaning buckets in Mississippi:

• Brookhaven District - take completed buckets to Camp Wesley Pines
• East Jackson District - contact Gary Glazier gcglazier@yahoo.com or call 662-231-2287 for informa-
tion about pick up of buckets
• Senatobia District - Sardis UMC is receiving and storing flood buckets
• West Jackson District - Parkway Hills is receiving flood buckets

The Next Phase for Confidence, Clarity, and Certainty     
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference    

Photo right: Members of the Mississippi Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and 
staff from the Mississippi Conference Office of Spiritual Leadership met in February to 
discuss the agenda for The Next Phase Retreat. 

Photo below right: The Rev. Robbie Murden was enthusiastically involved in planning 
the retreat. 

When the Rev. Robbie Murden reflects on his call to ministry, part of his story includes 
the confusion he experienced around his entry to the ministry. In 2001, Murden was 
as a youth minister when he shared with his pastor and district superintendent that he 
wanted to become a deacon. Murden said both of them expressed their joy for him; 
however, they were not quite informed about the next steps he was to take to pursue 
the track.  In the meantime, Murden said he was told to write his call story and was assigned a mentor. 

"It was certainly not as much a discernment process as oppose to this discernment-allowing God to share with me 
and work on my heart and  mind and truly understand what it meant to be called," said Murden. 

More than a decade later, Murden explained that the process is still unclear for many aspiring ministers and the stages 
for candidacy are different from district to district.

As a member of the Mississippi Conference Board of Ordained Ministries (BOM), Murden and the board are commit-
ted to offering clarity around the phases. The BOM is collaborating with the conference Office of Spiritual Leadership 
to offer a bi-annual gathering -- The Next Phase Retreat, a one-stop for information to help those discerning. All of the 
districts will be able to send their candidates to this retreat. The goal is for each participant to walk away with three C's 
regarding their call: confidence, clarity, and certainty. 

"There will be some time for discernment. There will be some time for education and learning about what the expectations are and about what 
is needed. I think it is going to make life a little bit easier to get all the information at the same point. It will be a good unifying situation instead 
of this district doing it this way and this district doing it that way," explained Murden. He also serves as the conference course of study registrar 
and he is the pastor at Moore Memorial UMC in Winona, Mississippi. 

The Next Phase Retreat for 2016 will be March 31 - April 2 at Duncan Grey Center in Canton, Mississippi.

Those drawn to register for the retreat are encouraged to contact their pastor or district superintendent about attending. People can also con-
tact the Mississippi Conference Office of Spiritual Leadership at 601-354-0515 or spiritualleadership@mississippi-umc.org.

Go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/96d696ce-bd76-40e9-a6fc-a68278ba4075.pdf for The Next Phase registration form. To read 
more about the phases of candidacy in The United Methodist Church, visit http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/554aee45-a668-418f-82fc-
ee17225e5c33.pdf. 
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Staffer Making the Connection  
Photo right: Tamica Smith Jeuitt from the Mississippi Conference helped paint at Sharp Street UMC in 
Baltimore, Md. during the Great Day of Service (photo by Madison Smith).  

Mississippi Conference senior communications specialist, Tamica Smith Jeuitt was among members of 
the Black Staff Association of The United Methodist Church (formerly National Black Staff Forum of The 
UMC) who participated in the Great Day of Service before the annual meeting of Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal (BMCR). The conference was held in Baltimore, Md., where all the guests had the op-
portunity to join in missions at the historic Sharp Street United Methodist Church. People had the option 
of preparing sack lunches for the homeless, reading to children at Sharp Street's adopted school, and 
painting the community room where the homeless are fed. 

Sharp Street is one of the oldest churches in Baltimore. It is also the church where Frederick Douglass (abolitionist) once sang in the choir. 
Smith said she appreciated the presentation led by Bishop Marcus Matthews of the Baltimore Washington Conference titled -- How to Be a 
Good Methodist Staffer.  

Date Quickly Approaching for MS Conference Clergywomen
April 4, 2016  

Calling all clergywomen of the Mississippi Annual Conference, Bishop James Swanson Sr. invites you to join him on April 4, 2016, 9:30 a.m. - 
1 p.m.  This informal time of conversation with the Bishop will be held in the Metro Jackson area.  More details will be announced later. Spread 
the word!

Crump Nominated Into the Order of Dickson
Starkville District News

The late Rev. Bernard Crump, photo right, has been nominated for a very special distinction.

Lindsey Chapel, Plair, Jones Chapel in Tibbee, Rockhill and St. Paul UMC in West Point made contri-
butions that allowed the Starkville District to nominate the late Rev. Bernard Crump into the Order of 
Dickson.

A formal presentation will be held in the future with the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation. A plaque 
with Crumps picture engraved and placed on permanent display in the Mississippi Annual Conference 
offices.

In 2002, Mr. and Mrs. W. O. "Chet" Dillard of Mississippi established "The Dickson Order" in memory of 
Rev. Nathan Andrew Dickson. The Dickson Order is a special interest restricted endowment honor minis-
ters of The Mississippi Conference United Methodist Church who have served faithfully and blessed the 
lives of individuals in the churches they have served.   The income from the Fund provides scholarships 
for individuals enrolled in a seminary pursuing pastoral ministry.

Individuals, churches, or organizations wishing to bestow this honor upon a minister must make a contribution of at least $1,000 to the Fund.

For more information about the Dickson Order, visit www.ms-umf.org/?s=dickson+order.   

Nominations Wanted for Tobias Gibson Award       
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff 

The Tobias Gibson Award is presented to an individual who has made great steps in collecting, promoting, and preserving Methodist history. 
It is named for Rev. Tobias Gibson who brought Methodism to the Natchez Country settlers. After being appointed to the Natchez Territory by 
Bishop Francis Asbury, Gibson traveled from his home in South Carolina and arrived in Mississippi in 1799. Gibson worked in Mississippi until 
his death in 1804.

The Rev. Rob Webb was presented with this honor at the 2015 Mississippi Annual Conference session for his work on preserving the history 
of the Corinth in the 1860s. Webb discovered the grave of Williams Winans, the first recording secretary of the Mississippi Conference. Wi-
nans also went on to be one of the first elders of the Mississippi Conference.

Webb said that he's always loved history and the Methodist Church. "This is the most meaningful award to have received," Webb stated, "It 
means so much to be recognized by what you've dedicated your life to." He went on to say that he was both honored and surprised that he 
was presented this award.

Nominations are now being solicited by the Commission on Archives and History for its annual Tobias Gibson Award.  Nominees should 
have made significant contributions to the preservation of the history of Methodism in the Mississippi Conference, ideally within the last year. 
The award nominee must be a living person and able to be present at the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference to receive the 
award. Nominations are due by May 1, 2016. They are to be emailed to commission chairperson, Rev. Jerry Williams at jwillms@bellsouth.
net or those submitting nominees can call Debra McIntosh, archivist at J.B. Cain Archives at 601-974-1077.
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Faith Communities

A Symbol of Faith Finds a New Home              
By Gwen Sisson, Starkville District

Photo right: Former pastor Franklin Lowe (left) and Roger Miller showcasing the 
cross from Wood College at its new location at Mathiston UMC. Volunteers said 
the cross has been repainted and benches added. They hope to add flowers to the 
area soon.

It has been a landmark in Webster County for many years, and now, the cross from 
Wood College has a new home at Mathiston United Methodist Church.

Church members say the move was a perfect fit, marking the landmark's continued 
representation for the work God in Webster County.

According to members of Mathiston UMC, the cross and flame were a gift for Wood 
from the class of 1942 and 1992, marking 50 years of service to students and God.  
Because Mathiston Methodist became church home to so many students, the 
church requested its placement on church grounds after Wood College was sold to the Golden Triangle Regional Planning and Devel-
opment District.

"Wood College has been a United Methodist institution in Webster County for years," said Rudy Johnson, director for the Golden Tri-
angle Regional Planning and Development District. "It was only fitting that the cross and flame go to Mathiston UMC for the Mathiston 
community, where it all started."

Johnson said he was happy the landmark would "have a good home." 

Yoga at Galloway Memorial UMC  
Photo right: Rev. Elizabeth Henry practicing yoga poses at Galloway UMC.

Have you ever thought of yoga as a Christian spiritual practice? At Galloway United 
Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi, students gather twice a week to enjoy 
classes together with scripture, a short devotion, and inspirational hymns and 
music incorporated into the ancient practice of yoga. Through this ministry, we're 
growing together in spiritual and physical health. Rev. Elizabeth Henry, Galloway's 
Pastor to Children and Families, the primary instructor, and she received her 
training through Yahweh Yoga, the only Christian yoga studio certified by the Yoga 
Alliance.

For more information, check out the recent article featured in the faith section of 
The Clarion Ledger. With help from a Missions Grant of the Mississippi Connec-
tional Ministries team, neighbors throughout the Mississippi Annual Conference are invited to share in this practice as well. Reserve 
your spot by April 1 for a Yoga and Prayer Retreat. Join yogis from across the Mississippi Methodist Conference at Seashore Assembly 
in Biloxi, on Friday evening, May 20 through noon on Sunday, May 22 for worship, yoga, prayer, workshops, and even a bonfire on the 
beach!

There are 35 spots available. The deadline to register is April 1, 2016. The cost is $150.00 which includes lodging, meals, all materials, 
and instruction by Yahweh Yoga certified instructors. A $50 deposit is due at registration to reserve your spot by April 1. Full payment is 
due by May 1. Limited scholarships are available.

For more information and to register, email Rev. Elizabeth Henry (EHenry@gallowayumc.org) or call the Galloway United Methodist 
Church office at 601-353-9691.   

An Easter Tradition Continues  
Local Pastor Portrays Jesus in Kosciusko Passion Play
Starkville District News

Photo right: Rev. Matt Tucker of Bellefontaine United Methodist Church and Lebanon 
UMC portrays Jesus in the upcoming production of 'His Last Days' (photo by Gwen Sis-
son).  

Rev. Matt Tucker said portraying Jesus in the play, "His Last Days" at Kosciusko First 
United Methodist Church for the past several years, has been impactful.

"Try carrying a cross, literally, while some high school kids whip you," Tucker said. "It will 
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make you realize this was nothing compared to what Jesus actually went through for loving us. He is compassion, which means 'that 
which you will suffer for,' because studying about the crucifixion, I realized there I no more painful of a way to die than that and Jesus 
endured as an obedient servant of God's will for our lives. That is awesome!" 

For Tucker, it has been difficult as an actor thinking about Jesus' reactions to different situations in the play, such as his facial expres-
sion when Judas betrays him, or when Peter denies him three times, or how to portray his suffering on the cross.

"I struggle with these parts every year but I also ask God to allow me to be His vessel before every show so He takes care of me," 
Tucker said.

Tucker is the pastor at Bellefontaine UMC and Lebanon UMC in Webster County, but grew up in Kosciusko and recently served as their 
youth pastor for many years.

The 31st annual "His Last Days: The Passion Play" will be presented by Kosciusko First United Methodist Church in Kosciusko, the 
three nights prior to Easter, March 24, 25, and 26 at 8 p.m. on the grounds of the church. There is no cost for admission, no tickets are 
required, and no reservations are necessary to attend the performance.  A nursery is provided. Parking for vehicles, including vans and 
buses, is conveniently located near the church grounds.   

2016 General Conference

Bishop Swanson Requesting Letters to Delegates
Bishop James Swanson Sr. is asking churches to select the name of a delegate to the 2016 General Conference and write that 
person an encouraging message that will be delivered to the delegate during General Conference. The letters should be mailed to 
the Mississippi Conference office addressed to the delegate. The conference address is 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206. 
Visit http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/9a4be212-4aee-4654-91f0-6046f268dd48.pdf to view a copy of the names of the del-
egates.

Virtual Listening Post for General Conference Legislation         
The Mississippi delegation to the 2016 General and Jurisdictional Conference of 
The United Methodist Church wants to hear from members of the Mississippi Con-
ference. The conferences meet every four years. This year the General Confer-
ence will be held in Portland, Oregon May 10-20, 2016. The Jurisdictional Confer-
ence will be held at Lake Junaluska July 13-15, 2016.

All are welcome to share their comments, suggestions and prayers. The virtual 
listening post is intended to be a place where everyone's voice can be heard. 
Please send your emails to delegation@mississippi-umc.org. Responses will 
be collected but those making submissions should not anticipate a reply.

For more information on the legislative process, visit http://s3.amazonaws.com/
Website_Properties/general-conference/2016/documents/gc2016-guide.pdf. 
Pages 22-35 contain information pertaining to the key issues.

Students

'The Gathering' Up to the Challenge  
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Young people during worship service at The Gathering 2016. 

"Let's do it!"

That was Cat Foster's response to the challenge from Bishop James Swanson Sr. 
to the Mississippi Conference. He is calling a 5,000 attendance count at The Gath-
ering by 2020. Swanson made the announcement during the 2016 meeting that 
was held at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi, Feb. 26-28.

For the last three years, Foster, the Mississippi Conference communications and 
connectional ministries coordinator, has helped with registration for The Gathering.  
There were roughly 850 young people in attendance in 2014.  In 2015, there were 
around 1,100 participants and for the 2016 event, a total of 1,500 experienced The 
Gathering. 
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Photo right: The Beale Street Flippers and Chris Ruggiero performed balancing 
acts.

Foster credits the growing turnout to word spreading on the quality of the event. 
For one weekend, youth are exposed to engaging speakers, spirited worship, 
lively musicians, workshops and missions.

Foster said she was blessed to join one of the worship services this year and she 
was moved.

"The witness of students accepting Christ for the first time, that is why I do, what I 
do to change their lives," she explained.

Brian Johnston, the youth minister of St. Matthews UMC in Madison, Miss. brought 
42 students to The Gathering. He recalled the positive impact it had on them, eight students in particular.

"They have really felt God move through them. It has really changed them. They have been coming to church more. They have been 
more involved with missions and wanting to find out what we are doing with youth group in the future," he stated.

Johnston also shared his desire for the conference to meet the bishop's target attendance by 2020. He also suggested that other youth 
groups make plans now for The Gathering 2017.

"Find ways to get your youth to The Gathering.  Even if they need to take up donations or have fundraisers to bring the cost down 
because they won't find an experience like this in Mississippi that they (students) can connect to God and also connect with Methodist 
youth they can relate to," he added.

Church groups and parents can save the date for The Gathering 2017 which will be Feb. 24-26. More details will be announced later.

Pictures from The Gathering 2016 can be viewed here (www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/sets/72157663563984704/
with/25149538253/).

To watch the video from The Gathering 2016, visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tMEUfoyZLT8&feature=youtu.be.

Seashore District Offices Hosts Wesley Foundation  
The Seashore District office treated students at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College Wesley Foundation (also known as The Barn) to a spaghetti dinner on 
the evening of Tuesday, March 8. Following supper, district superintendent, Rev. 
Jim Fisher, engaged the group with a discussion and devotion taken from Philip-
pians 3:15-21. Heidi Adams is the Director for Perk Wesley. Pictured with students, 
photo right, are Rev. Jim Fisher and Doug and Melodye Luke. 

Save the Date  |  Announcements
Gospel Explosion
March 19, 2016 
The Gospel Explosion 2016 is Saturday, March 19 at 2 p.m. at the Jackson County Civil Center in Pascagoula, Mississippi. This is the 
15th year of the St. Mark UMC Outreach ministry has held this event. This includes a liturgical dance ministry involving children and 
youth from around the area.

For more information, contact Angela Haynes 228-327-1799.

Pearl UMC Easter Service and Event
March 20, 24-27, 2016 
Pearl United Methodist Church at 226 S. Pearson Road in Pearl, Miss., invites everyone to their Easter services and events. On March 
20 at 11 a.m. there will be an Easter Cantata in the sanctuary.

March 24 at 6:30 p.m. is Maundy Thursday. March 25 at noon is Good Friday observance with a light lunch and devotion. March 26 at 2 
p.m. is the Easter egg hunt for all children. On March 27, Easter Sunday at 7:00 a.m., service will be in the garden. Sunday school is 10 
a.m. and worship 11 a.m.

Spring Revival at St. Mary's UMC
March 21-23, 2016 
Spring revival will begin on March 21-23 at St. Mary's UMC, located at 3009 Harmony Road in Crystal Springs, Mississippi. Pastor 
Wyatt Lewis will be the speaker each night starting at 7:15.                                                                                                     
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Pratt Memorial UMC Spring Revival
March 21-23, 2016
The Rev. DeMario F. Benson, Sr. and the congregation of Pratt Memorial United Methodist Church announce their 2016 Spring Revival, 
which will be held March 21-23 beginning at 7 nightly. The theme for the revival is "When the Soul of The Redeemed is Revived," and 
the scripture is Galatians 2:20. Pratt Memorial UMC is located at 1057 West Pascagoula Street in Jackson, Mississippi. For more infor-
mation, please contact the church at 601-352-5685 or email us at prattchurch@aol.com.

Passion Play Kosciusko First UMC
March 24-26, 2016
Kosciusko First United Methodist Church presents its 32nd annual Passion Play, His Last Days, a live one-hour outdoor drama, on 
March 24-26 (Thursday, Friday, Saturday prior to Easter) at 8 p.m. on the church's lawn. The church is located at the corner of E. Wash-
ington and N. Natchez Streets. Admission is free, a nursery is provided, and parking for cars and buses is conveniently located nearby. 
The drama moves along locations on the lawn, so feel free to bring lawn chairs. For more information, contact First UMC at 662-289-
1412 or email to chur623@bellsouth.net.

Methodist Showdown
April 16, 2016
The Desoto County Cluster of The United Methodist Church is hosting Methodist Showdown April 16. The day of fun includes a frisbee 
tournament, rib cooking challenge, Bible trivia, children's activities, a talent show and concessions. This event is at Memorial UMC in 
Walls, Mississippi. For more information, visit www.facebook.com/events/1507133789594827/.

Sticky Faith
April 16-17, 2016
Mark your calendar to attend Sticky Faith Weekend at St. John's UMC. The church is located at 1001 Grand Blvd. in Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi. For more details, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/f1b8333b-0c9a-4f5e-b5d6-a8ba5a1a356b.pdf.

Retirement Service for Rev. Andy Ray
May 1, 2016
A retirement service honoring Rev. Andy Ray (Senatobia District superintendent) will be held on Sunday, May 1, 2016, 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. It 
will be at First UMC, 119 Panola Avenue in Batesville, Mississippi.  

Nexus Youth Day Annual Conference
June 9, 2016
NEXUS is a one-day event planned and designed by the Conference Council on Youth Ministry (CCYM). Students entering 6-12 
grades, or as your church identifies the students between children and adult, are invited. This is a celebration of youth connecting at 
Session of Annual Conference on Thursday, June 9, 2016, 1 p.m. until 5 p.m.

Early bird rate is $20 if registered and paid by May 1. The regular rate is $25 after May 1 until at the door. 

Limited partial scholarships are available. Contact Cat Foster at 601-354-0515 or cfoster@mississippiumc.org and provide payment 
in advance by check to the conference office at 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

CONVO
July 8, 2016
Mississippi Conference youth will gather for CONVO July 8, 2016. Students entering 6-12 grade, or as your church identifies the stu-
dents between children and adult, are invited. This spiritual engaging weekend focuses on connecting the body of Christ. The dates are 
Friday, July 8, 2016, 5 p.m. - Sunday, July 10, 10:00 a.m. The location is at Seashore United Methodist Assembly, in Biloxi, Mississippi.

Early bird rate is $110 if registered and paid by June 30. Regular rate: $120 as of July 1 until at the door. Rooming included for first 
come first serve, while available.

Limited partial scholarships are available. Contact Cat Foster at 601-354-0515 or cfoster@mississippi-umc.org and provide payment 
in advance by check to the conference office at 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

Announcements
Conference Office Closed for Easter Observance
In observance of Easter, the Mississippi United Methodist Conference office will be closed Friday, March 25, 2016 and will resume regu-
lar business hours Tuesday, March 29, 2016.

Nominations Sought for Awards
The office of connectional ministries seeks to recognize churches, groups and individuals in the Mississippi United Methodist Confer-
ence that are redefining what it means to be light in a dying world. Nominate those who are shining brightly for the following awards: 
Emma Elzy, Tobias Gibson and Harry Denman. To read descriptions for each award and to find out how to submit nominations, go to 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016awards. The deadline to suggest names is May 1, 2016.

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  
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2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Youth/Children's Director at First UMC, Houston, MS
• Chaplain and Director of Church Relations at Millsaps College, Jackson, MS
• Director for the Center for Ministry at Millsaps College, Jackson, MS

Employment 

West Indies Shrimp  
       

Place shrimp in baking dish. Pour dressing over shrimp. Squeeze limes over 
shrimp. Top with butter and ground pepper. Bake at 450 degrees for 10-15 
minutes, until shrimp are pink, turning every 5 minutes. Messy, but good!   
                                 

  — Judy Thurman in "Loaves and Fishes" published by Ocean Springs St. Paul UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

5 lb. shrimp, in shells
2 (8 oz.) bottle Wish-Bone Italian 
dressing

4 limes cut in fourths
2 c. butter, cut up
2 oz. ground black pepper

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


