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2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set

 The 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will 
be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016.

The Gulfside Association, Inc. recently held a ribbon-cutting for 
the Bishop Leontine T.C. Kelly Open Air Chapel on the grounds of 
Gulfside Assembly in Waveland, Mississippi. The establishment, 
named in honor Kelly (the first African-American woman bishop in 
The United Methodist Church), is the first since Hurricane Katrina de-
stroyed the area that was once the only place of respite for African-
American Methodist.  Leaders called the day a milestone. See page 
3 to read the story.
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Luke 15: 1-3  11b-32 
New International Version (NIV)
The Parable of the Lost Sheep

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, 
“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 Then Jesus told them this parable:

The Parable of the Lost Son

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So 
he divided his property between them.

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.14 
After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself 
out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, 
but no one gave him anything.

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 
I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him 
and kissed him.

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring 
the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So 
they began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the ser-
vants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has 
him back safe and sound.’

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! 
All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with 
my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your propertywith prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this 
brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

word POWER

Contact Mississippi Conference  
District Offices

For more information, go to   
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialcr
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Connecting

Gulfside Assembly Dedicates First Establishment  
Since Katrina Honoring Bishop Leotine Kelly  
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Barbara Ihne of Decatur, Ark., who led the procession, was the first 
person to give $1,000 towards the vision for the Bishop Leontine T.C. Kelly Open 
Air Chapel.

Photo below right: Gloster Current, Jr. is Bishop Leontine Kelly's son.

Photo left: The seating capacity at the Bishop Leontine Kelly Chapel is approxi-
mately 125 under the pavilion with additional seating outside the area for another 
100.

Photo bottom right: Bishop James Swanson Sr. greets Angella Current-Felder, 
the daughter of Bishop Leontine Kelly.

Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Virginia were just a few of the states from 
which United Methodists travelled to witness the consecration of the Bishop 
Leontine T.C. Kelly Open Air Chapel. The chapel named in honor of the denomi-
nation's first African-American woman bishop, is located at Gulfside Assembly 
in Waveland, Mississippi.  It is the first establishment since Hurricane Katrina washed away the area's 13 structures to ground zero back in 
August 2005.

A 14-year-old, Melissa Atkins, arrived by bus with her grandmother and nearly 40 other members of the Texas An-
nual Conference for the ceremony on Feb. 27. Along the way she listened to their stories about their experiences as 
youth visitors to Gulfside and what it was like for them to return for this occasion.

"They talked about how they felt the Holy Spirit when they just walked on the ground. I love church camps and I 
can't wait for Gulfside to be recreated so that I can come here and cherish moments," said Atkins.     

If there was any one group that desires to see Gulfside return to full use, it is the Gulfside Association, Inc.   The 
association organized this special ribbon cutting and invited members of Bishop Kelly's family to be present.  Two of 
Kelly's four children, her son Gloster Current, Jr. and her daughter, Angella Current-Felder attended.  

In his address to the attendees, Current candidly spoke of his own doubt that this day would come but praised the 
association for preserving Gulfside. 

"We are very happy to be here today and thank you for having us and thank you for fulfill-
ing the vision you were given by God," he said.

The chair of the board for Gulfside Association, Inc., Rev. Dr. Elijah Stansell (Texas Annual 
Conference treasurer) stated his appreciation for Current's honesty, noting that many 
people had lost hope in the resurrection of Gulfside, a sacred place that once was the only 
place African-American Methodist could gather for retreats.

"We are clear about one thing as a board and that is, haste will not resurrect what we have 
to do.  We have a huge task 
before us. We are going to 
take it slow and we're going 
to work it meticulously. What 

we need from you are your fervent prayers and confidence in us that God is not 
finished with us yet," said Stansell.

He also shared that the board has been restructured and has a development 
plan for Gulfside with new partners, "we believe now we have the momentum 
and the capacity to move forward."

The Gulfside Association, Inc. board of directors will meet in the spring.  Stansell 
said building a ministry center at Gulfside Assembly will likely be on their agenda.

Photos taken by Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference.  Additional pic-
tures from the chapel dedication will be posted later on the Mississippi Confer-
ence Flickr page. 
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Mississippi Conference Appointment News         
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. has appointed Rev. James Genesse, photo right, to be the new district superinten-
dent of the Senatobia District. For the last seven years Genesse has served as the senior pastor at Madison United 
Methodist Church. Previous appointments include First UMC, Long Beach; Christ UMC, Jackson; Christ - Lebanon 
Charge, Booneville and Williamsburg - Lone Star Charge, Collins.

Prior to entering full-time ministry Genesse was the deputy director for plans and operations of the Mississippi 
Emergency Management Agency (MEMA). He holds a B.A. in Geography from the University of Miami, a M.S. in 
Geography and Area Planning from the University of Southern Mississippi and received his M.Div. from Asbury 
Theological Seminary.

Jim has been married for 31 years to Margaret Dunnam Genesse and they have one adult son Mike and his wife 
Kailey.

"I am humbled by the bishop's invitation to join his cabinet and serve the Mississippi Conference in this new way. My heart is very much in the 
local church and I look forward to being in ministry alongside of the pastors and congregations of the Senatobia District as we share the Good 
News of Christ in word and deed.

Virtual Listening Post for General Conference Legislation         
The Mississippi delegation to the 2016 General and Jurisdictional Conference of The 
United Methodist Church wants to hear from members of the Mississippi Conference. 
The conferences meet every four years. This year the General Conference will be held 
in Portland, Oregon May 10-20, 2016. The Jurisdictional Conference will be held at Lake 
Junaluska July 13-15, 2016.

All are welcome to share their comments, suggestions and prayers. The virtual listening 
post is intended to be a place where everyone's voice can be heard. Please send your 
emails to delegation@mississippi-umc.org. Responses will be collected but those mak-
ing submissions should not anticipate a reply.

For a link to the legislative process, go to http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Proper-
ties/general-conference/2016/documents/gc2016-guide.pdf. Pages 22-35 contain 
information pertaining to the key issues.

Bishop Swanson Calls for Prayer and Letters to Delegation
March 5 Day of Prayer
Bishop James Swanson Sr. is releasing a video message to the Mississippi Conference 
as members are preparing to unite for a day of prayer on Saturday, March 5. The Council 
of Bishops invited each of the annual conferences to host a 24-hour prayer effort on a spe-
cific date, with the intent of creating a groundswell of prayer in the days leading up to the 
General Conference. The individual district offices of the Mississippi Conference will plan 
their day of prayer and members should contact their office for details.

Swanson is also encouraging churches to select the name of a delegate and write that 
person an encouraging message that will be delivered to the delegate during General 
Conference. The letters should be mailed to the Mississippi Conference office addressed 
to the delegate. The conference address is 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

To watch Swanson's video, go to https://vimeo.com/156732448.

Miss. Methodist Minister Celebrated as First Black Senator  
Photo right: Sen. Hiram Revels, who led African Methodist Episcopal and Methodist churches, was 
installed in the Senate on Feb. 25, 1870 as the first black member of Congress.

A Methodist minister was honored in a worship service in the shadow of the U.S. Capitol almost a 
century and a half after he was sworn in as the first African-American member of Congress.

Sen. Hiram Revels was installed in the Senate on Feb. 25, 1870 at the height of the Reconstruc-
tion era. At a service held Thursday, exactly 146 years later, Baptist, Methodist and Catholic leaders 
joined in recalling his legacy as a political and religious leader who also led African Methodist Episco-
pal and Methodist churches. To read the full story, go to www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/6703/
methodist-minister-celebrated-as-first-black-senator.
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Faith Communities

Volunteers Preparing New Pads for Batson Patients              
Photo right: Analiese Cook, four-year-old cancer patient, enjoying her I.V. lily pad.

Crawford Street United Methodist Church, located in Vicksburg, Miss., is reaching out to the 
children at Blair E. Batson Children's Hospital by creating lily pads for pediatric patients to 
ride. The following story is shared courtesy of 'The Vicksburg Post,' by John Surratt.

In an activity room at Crawford Street United Methodist Church, a group of women assisted by a few 
children, have been spending their evenings decorating lily pads.

But these pads are not the flat green disks people see floating on a pond or lake that are usually the 
landing spot for an occasional frog or dragonfly.  These pads are wooden disks 26 inches in diam-
eter to help young cancer patients be mobile while they stay in the hospital to receive chemotherapy.  
They allow a child to safely move around their floor with their IV pole.

The group's goal is to decorate 12 pads and deliver them to Batson Children's Hospital in Jackson. 

Julia Wilke, Bible Study Co-author, Dies at 83 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)     

Julia Wilke, photo right, who with her husband, United Methodist Bishop Richard Wilke, wrote the popular Disciple Bible 
Study Series, died Feb. 25 at age 83. She had suffered a stroke during major surgery.

Visit www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/julia-wilke-remembered-as-disciple-co-founder-educator-4032918 to 
read more about Wilke in the Great Plains Conference obituary.

Emma Elzy Award Recipient Recalls Honor as 2016 Nominations Sought
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff

Photo right: The Rev. Peggy Gibson was the 2015 recipient of the Emma Elzy Award.

The Emma K. Elzy Award is presented to an individual, group, or institution for their out-
standing achievement in race relations; this award is given by the Mississippi Conference 
in honor of Emma Elzy, an outstanding layperson.

Elzy, a descendent of slaves, was born on May 23, 1886 and was married to Charlie Elzy 
in 1907 and had four children with him. Elzy was raised in The United Methodist Church 
and was a member of Mount Moriah for 70 years and a Methodist Conference attendee for 
50 years. Throughout her life, Elzy strove for unity and fullness to the body of Christ. She 
stayed involved with the church, donating her time, money, and talents so that she could 
aid in the improvement of race relations, human relations, church relations, and family 
relations. 

Reverend Peggy Gibson has embodied that spirit of unity throughout her time in the pulpit. 
She has been working towards improving relations within her Mississippi community of Neshoba County during her past five years of preach-
ing there. When she won the Emma K. Elzy Award in 2015, she said it was like exhaling. "To be recognized for work that you already do 
without thinking about it," said Rev. Gibson "is rewarding."

Gibson went on to say that she felt elated to know that someone had noticed the work that God has been calling her to do since she was 
5 years old. She has always been proud to be a Methodist saying that the connections made throughout the Methodist Church and the 
willingness to help one another are just a few reasons that she loves being a preacher. Her main goal through her work is to instill a feeling of 
brotherly love.

Gibson exemplified Elzy's spirit through her work with the mission God's Closet. This mission began with the Philadelphia First  UMC United 
Methodist Women unit in Neshoba County.  Gibson played a role in getting other groups involved.  She stressed that this mission had nothing 
to do with the race of the child, and that color should be left out because every child deserves clothes and food. She said that her love for this 
mission stemmed from her childhood; growing up with four sisters in a house of divorce, her mother couldn't afford much. Gibson said that this 
ministry was the helping hand for the people who needed it, and as of 2016, children in Neshoba County do not have to go without clothing, 
shoes, or food thanks to God's Closet.

As long as the nominees embody Emma Elzy's spirit of unity and Christ's love for all, anyone may be nominated. The current nomination 
deadline for this year's award is May 1, 2016. If you know someone who goes above and beyond to show Christ's love to others while show-
ing astounding achievements in regards to race relations, submit their names for Emma Elzy Award. You may find nomination information at 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016awards.
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Students

Statewide Wesley Retreat Fruitful  
By Allyson Willis, Mississippi Conference Campus Ministry Consultant

Photo right: College students from across Mississippi gathered for the annual State-
wide Wesley Retreat on Feb. 19-21, 2016. 

We had a beautiful weekend at Timber Creek Camp in Pulaski, Miss., for our annual 
Statewide Wesley Retreat.  We gathered as 265 students, campus ministers, and 
volunteers. The Spirit of God was moving in a mighty way through many avenues.  The 
speaker, Trey Skaggs of First UMC in Columbus, Miss. brought a beautiful message of 
discipleship and servanthood to our students.  We ended our time Saturday night with 
washing each other's feet.  What started out as a team of 16 people manning the foot 
washing stations turned into about 30 who stepped up to help serve to make things 
flow smoothly.  No doubt they embodied the message they had just heard so naturally. 

Our worship band, The Rose Factor, was definitely not there to perform.  They were there to serve us.  Their hearts and attitudes were 
towards seeing the students come to know Christ in a deeper way.  They hung around and had conversations and fellowship with our 
students and directors all weekend.

"We hope to have one for every IV pole on 3C and then, eventually, one on every IV pole at Batson.  We're hoping others will see the 
lily pads and make them.  We will leave the pattern and instructions at the nurses' station.  They are really easy to make and fun to 
decorate," said Wanda Cook, whose granddaughter, 4 year old Analiese Cook, is currently receiving treatment at Batson for leukemia.

"We already have offers of help from a 4-H club and a Boy Scout troop,"  explained Robyn Lea, who is also involved in getting the lily 
pads to Baton.

The idea for the pad began with Cook's desire to make Analiese's stay at Batson more pleasant.  "The children want to get out of their 
rooms but the chemo makes them weak.  If they get out of bed, the IV pole has to go with them -- so I was looking for some way to get 
her moving around with a fair amount of ease."  Currently, when the children want to get out of bed, they sit in a wagon and someone 
pulls the wagon.  "Actually, it takes two people; one to push the pole and another to pull the wagon," said Cook.

"You're walking and walking around the unit because the kids don't want to go back to their rooms," Cook said.  Thinking there had to 
be a better way, Cook talked with her friend, Robyn Lea, who began researching alternatives and came across a facebook entry about 
a high school in Auburn, Washington, that made pads for a children's hospital there.  The idea for the pads came from a student who 
was a cancer patient.

"I called the shop teacher at the school and asked about the pads.  The teacher sent the copy of the pattern and explanation for how to 
cut the wood.  I then spoke with the President of our United Methodist Women's group at our church, Linda Turner.  Linda knew just the 
right person to help us and that was Lewis Decell," said Lea.

Decell cut one lily pad and Cook took it to the hospital.  "When we first took it up there, it was just a piece of plywood with no decoration 
on it at all.  We put it on there to see if she would like it and she did," explained Cook.  Lea showed a video of Analiese standing on the 
pad smiling, holding her IV pole and waving to the nurses as she passed the nurses' station.  "The people who saw it -- just plain wood 
-- said-we want one," said Cook.

That set the wheels in motion for the project and Decell cut 12 more lily pads.  They are made from ½-inch plywood using a bandsaw.  
Some of the finishing touches are cut by hand.  Each pad has a slot down the center which allows it to slide easily onto the IV pole.  
The child can sit or stand on the pad and be pushed along.

"The original pattern called for a smaller disk, but the IV poles at Batson are larger so these disks are 26 inches," said Decell.

After the disks are cut, they are painted and sealed with several coats of polyurethane, for infection control purposes.  The decorations 
have no set pattern, allowing the workers to use their imaginations to paint the pads in an assortment of colors and designs from stripes 
to animals and flowers and blocks of solid bright colors.

Wanda Cook said, "We want them bright and cheerful!"

Once delivered, the pads will remain at the hospital, except for Analiese's, which she will take with her when she is admitted.  It was 
"custom" decorated for her by her grandmother, Wanda Cook.

And when this first batch is completed, will there be another dozen in the works?

"We hope other individuals and organizations will take this idea and run with it.  In order to get a lily pad on every IV pole at Batson, it 
will take the efforts of many people," Lea said. 
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Save the Date  |  Announcements
Violin/Guitar Duo Takes The Stage At Arts Under The Dome
Saturday, March 12, 2016
Gulfport concert series Arts Under The Dome will bring to the stage the firebrand violin/guitar duo Duo del Sol on Saturday, March 12at 
7 p.m. The two have wowed packed houses from coast to coast with their high-energy stage show. The venue is First United Method-
ist Church in downtown Gulfport on 15th Street and 24th Avenue, across from Gulfport City Hall. Tickets are $15 adults, $10 students, 
available at the door or in advance from www.arts.fumc-gulfport.org. Details call 228-229-6851.

Nexus Youth Day Annual Conference
June 9, 2016
NEXUS is a one-day event planned and designed by the Conference Council on Youth Ministry
(CCYM). Students entering 6-12 grades, or as your church identifies the students between children and adult, are invited. This is a 
celebration of youth connecting at Session of Annual Conference on Thursday, June 9, 2016, 1 p.m. until 5 p.m.

Early bird rate is $20 if registered and paid by May 1. The regular rate is $25 after May 1 until at the door. 

Limited partial scholarships are available. Contact Cat Foster at 601-354-0515 or cfoster@mississippiumc.org and provide payment 
in advance by check to the conference office
at 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.  

CONVO
July 8, 2016 
Mississippi Conference youth will gather for CONVO July 8, 2016. Students entering 6-12 grade, or as your church identifies the stu-
dents between children and adult, are invited. This spiritual engaging weekend focuses on connecting the body of Christ. The dates are 
Friday, July 8, 2016, 5 p.m. - Sunday, July 10, 10:00 a.m. The location is at Seashore United Methodist Assembly, in Biloxi, Mississippi.

Early bird rate is $110 if registered and paid by June 30. Regular rate: $120 as of July 1 until at the door. Rooming included for first 
come first serve, while available.

Limited partial scholarships are available. Contact Cat Foster at 601-354-0515 or cfoster@mississippi-umc.org and provide payment 
in advance by check to the conference office at 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

Announcements
Nominations Sought for Awards
The office of connectional ministries seeks to recognize churches, groups and individuals in the Mississippi United Methodist Confer-
ence that are redefining what it means to be light in a dying world. Nominate those who are shining brightly for the following awards: 
Emma Elzy, Tobias Gibson and Harry Denman. To read descriptions for each award and to find out how to submit nominations, go to 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016awards. The deadline to suggest names is May 1, 2016.

40 Days of Lent: Find Your Own Spiritual Path
During Ash Wednesday services on the first day of Lent, many United Methodist pastors will invite their congregations "to observe a 
holy Lent: by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God's Holy Word" 
(from the United Methodist Book of Worship). While you may be aware of this season leading up to Easter, you may wonder how you 
might "observe a holy Lent." To read more, go to www.umc.org/what-we-believe/40-days-of-lent-find-your-own-spiritual-path.

Calling All Clergywomen of the Mississippi Annual Conference
Save the Date: April 4, 2016
Bishop James Swanson Sr. invites you to join him on April 4, 2016, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  This informal time of conversation with the 
Bishop will be held in the Metro Jackson area.  More details will be announced later. Spread the word!

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

The campus ministers seemed to really enjoy being with their students and each other.  The weekend provided a great opportunity for 
them to worship and converse together.  Our lunch and training session brought fruitful conversations and deeper connections with 
each other.

We had more than seven students who came to know Christ for the first time and many who had revelations of the need to alter some 
things in their lives. They seemed to gain love and support as they wrestled with God's Spirit moving and challenging them.

Thank you to the many churches and volunteers who helped support this weekend.

No doubt this weekend planted many seeds in the hearts of college students in Mississippi.  We look forward as campus ministries to 
nurturing them in the days to come. 



8

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Part-time Youth Minister at Poplarville First UMC, Poplarville, MS
• Part-time Church Secretary at Shiloh UMC, Pelahatchie, MS
• Family Life Minister at Marvin UMC, Florence, MS

Employment 

Jiffy Mix Broccoli Cornbread  
       

• Combine the corn muffin mixes in a bowl with the beaten eggs and 1.5 sticks of 
melted butter.  Mix well.  Stir in the drained chopped broccoli, sautéed chopped 
onion, and cottage cheese.
• 9 X 13-inch baking dish sprayed with Pam to prevent sticking, melt ½ stick of butter in the bottom.  This recipe is excellent if cooked in 
a cast iron skillet, the bottom gets really crispy. 
• Bake at 375° for 35 to 45 minutes, or until lightly browned.                                    

  — By Shelia Owens, benefits administrator Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Methodist Tested Recipes

2 Packages "JIFFY" Corn Muffin Mix
2 Sticks Butter (reserve ½ stick of 
butter to melt in bottom of the baking 
dish)
1 Medium Onion (chopped & sautéed 

until tender but not browned)
4 Eggs (beaten)
12 Oz. Frozen Broccoli (chopped, 
cooked, thawed)
10 Oz. Cottage Cheese (small curd)

Cares & Concerns
Rev. Jackie Holmes 
The Rev. Jackie Holmes, an associate member of the MS Conference serving in the Brookhaven District, died of a massive heart at-
tack. Please be in prayer for his wife and family and for the churches he pastored: Mt. Sinai, Gallatin, and St. Morris. His funeral was 
Friday, Feb. 26, 2016.

Rev. Sam "Ned" Hawkins, Sr. 
Rev. Sam "Ned" Hawkins,Sr., passed away on Sunday, Feb. 8, 2016. He served Benton-Wesley Chapel of the West Jackson District.
His funeral was Monday, Feb. 15 at Aldersgate United Methodist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. Please keep the Hawkins family in 
your thoughts and prayers. 

Stay Connected
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524
• Twitter: https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC
• You Tube: www.youtube.com/channel/ UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg
• Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone. 
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


