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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  February 4, 2015

Remembering History

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

In 2012, Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. made media headlines 
after being appointed the first African American to lead the Mis-
sissippi United Methodist denomination. In observance of Black 
History Month, To read more about Black Methodists in Missis-
sippi, go to page 4.

Purpose: The Mississippi Annual Conference— 
empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms 

spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more  
disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

2015 Session of the 
Mississippi Annual 

Conference

June 4-6, 2015
Jackson Mississippi 

For details, go to 
http://www.mississippi-umc.org/
2015sessionofthemississippiann

ualconference

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.
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Mark 1:29-39
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Heals Many
29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law 
was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever 
left her and she began to wait on them.

32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 
34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak be-
cause they knew who he was.

Jesus Prays in a Solitary Place
35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36 
Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”

38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” 39 So he 
traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.

• February 4, 2015 (Wednesday) 
Bishop Swanson will attend the Clergy Leadership Conference at St. Mark’s UMC in Brandon.  He will lead 
the closing communion.  (The time will be shared later.)  

• February 24, 2015 (Tuesday)
 Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the Southeastern Jurisdiction Disaster Academy that will take place 
at Seashore United Methodist Assembly in Biloxi, MS. The service begins 7 p.m. 

• March 29, 2015 (Palm Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the 11 a.m. service at First Unity UMC in Weir, MS.  

Bishop Swanson Calls for Video Following #ChristmasInvitations  
Bishop James Swanson Sr. has released a video following what he calls a successful 
response to a challenge he issued to Mississippi United Methodist clergy and the local 
church before Christmas. 

Swanson urged them post videos on social media inviting people to Christ during Christ-
mas service and to use #Christmasinvitation in the post. Swanson’s reply which is about 
four minutes long, includes a second request for clergy to record another video sharing 
what he refers to as Glory Sightings as a result of the Christmas invitations. Clergy and 
the local church can send videos to msumcac13@gmail.com. Go to http://vimeo.
com/118354251 to watch Bishop Swanson’s video.

A Clergy Couple’s Story at Valentine’s Day 
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist 

Did you know there are roughly 27 clergy couples in the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church? With Valentine’s Day 
around the corner, two Mississippi pastors are sharing their story of love, family and celebrating a combined 42 years of ministry. Meet 
Larry and Terry Hilliard.  

Connecting
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Her Story
Terry Hilliard recalls the year being 1990 when she and a small group from the Texas and Mis-
sissippi annual conferences became friends while attending a workshop at Perkins School of 
Theology in Texas. She was living there, married and with three children. Three years after her 
divorce, she contacted one of those clergy friends named Larry from Mississippi. He responded 
to her letter and it wasn’t long after that they began communicating regularly and dreaming of a 
future together.

“One time we were at his parent’s home and we walked around outside for about two hours 
saying to each other -- if I was in love, what would we do about this or that -- so, we worked 
everything out hypothetically before either one of us said it (I love you.),” she explained with 
laughter. 

After confirming they were in love, the time came for her children to meet Larry.

“They were good from the get go. The first time he came to visit, they came in the room, 
stopped and struck up a conversation with him without me prompting them... the reality check 
came later when the bill for the meal was more than his (Larry’s) plane ticket,” she chuckled.    

“His smile, his faith, made me feel so cherished and valued... I have learned how to laugh at 
myself more about people and interactions. I can be more judgmental and speak more quickly, 
he’s taught me how to sit back.”

His Story
“We just kind of met and became friends. We were both in difference places physically and emotionally,” explained Larry Hilliard, think-
ing back to when he met Terry. “I still really don’t know how it all happened other than I feel that God was a part of it.”

Larry said that he needed someone strong in his life and Terry gave him that.

“Terry is able to handle conflict really well. It doesn’t just reside in her; she is able to engage it, but not be drawn into to it. That is some-
thing I wish I had and desire,” he said. “I highly respect Terry as pastor and I feel like she highly respects me as a pastor. If I wasn’t mar-
ried to her I would be happy to attend the church she is the pastor of.”  

Larry and Terry married on Jan. 16, 1999. They commuted for six months 
before deciding that Mississippi was the best place for them to raise their 
family. He was thrilled that Terry would be continuing her ministry in Missis-
sippi where their family eventually increased with three girls and a grand-
child.  

“The Mississippi Annual Conference was good to me. I was baptized and 
came to love the Lord. I met my wife because they (the conference) sent 
me to attend a conference. The churches are helping raise my children. 
Teaching and helping me as a husband and father I am just so thankful.”

Their Story 
Honoring both of their calls comes with challenges. The couple agrees that 
their children are impacted most, especially around appointment time. For 
instance, saying goodbye to friends and having to make new ones. For 
Larry and Terry, deciding which parent’s church to involve the kids is best 
and carving out time for school functions can be a challenging. In the end, 
Terry said the solution has been simple.  

“Gods always have been faithful. Whatever issues we were worried about have always found a way of working out,” she said.

Larry adds that they have been blessed to have understanding congregations and being honest with the church about their priorities 
has made life as a clergy couple fulfilling. He makes it clear that he is a husband, a father and a pastor.  

“There may be times I cut corners but that order never changes. Every church I ever served loved to hear that...I think that is our high-
est call from God is when we have been placed in relationship with people, to honor that relationship. Not that everybody has to be 
married or has to be a parent, but when God has entrusted that with you, you have to be good stewards of that.”  

Rev. Larry Hilliard currently serves at the director of spiritual leadership for the Mississippi Annual Conference. Rev. Terry Hilliard is the 
pastor at Broadmeadow UMC in Jackson, MS. Both extend a Happy Valentine’s Day wish to everyone.

Photo top right: Larry and Terry Hilliard on their wedding day back in 1999.

Photo bottom right: A recent photo of the Hilliard family.
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Observing Black History Month
Black Methodists in Mississippi: A Brief History    
By Roy Lawrence 
Article courtesy of J.B. Cain Archives of Mississippi Methodism   

When Rev. Tobias Gibson, Methodist missionary and circuit rider, organized the first 
Methodist Church in Mississippi at Washington in 1799 there were eight members — 
six white and two black, a man and wife whose names are not known. The names of 
the white members are recorded; the two blacks’ names are not, perhaps symbolic of 
the struggle that followed but surely symbolic of the history of blacks in America and 
in Mississippi specifically.

John Wesley and America’s first Bishop, Frances Asbury, both opposed slavery but 
the holding of slaves was legal in even the earliest of the thirteen colonies. Method-
ists in both the north and south held slaves. In the early nineteenth century the issue 
was moving toward the ultimate conflict. In 1844 the General Conference of the 
Methodist Church agreed to divide the Church into Methodist Episcopal Church and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, based on differing opinions on how the issue 
of slavery should be addressed. 

Following the Civil War the Methodist Episcopal Church (North) was given permission to occupy the south for missionary purposes. In 
1864 the General Conference of the M.E.C (north) addressed the question, “What shall we do with the Negroes?” Before the War the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church (1816) and the A.M.E. Church, Zion, (1820) had been formed. There was as well the Colored Meth-
odist Protestant Church. The 1864 Conference chose to establish General Conferences and Mission Conferences. Delegates acted 
quickly to form Negro Conferences and in 1864 the Mississippi Department was created to oversee missions in the region of Texas, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi. This arrangement was met with opposition from southern white churchmen, but in 1865 five new churches 
were started with over 2,000 members. Eleven black ministers were admitted to the Conference. The second annual Conference was 
held in New Orleans in December 1866 in spite of the race riots which were occurring there. Rev. Henry Jackson was badly wounded 
and two new churches were burned - one at Jefferson and one at Carrollton.

Both black and white churches opposed the new conference, as well as secular forces. In spite of this the M.E.C. (north) grew in the 
region. In Mississippi seventy-seven men became local preachers and there were nine new congregations: Aberdeen, Canton, Corinth, 
Columbus, Grenada, Meridian, Vicksburg, and Yazoo City.

At the third session of the Mississippi Mission Conference in 1867, James D. Lynch was appointed presiding elder, the first secretary 
of the conference of his race. Canton is the birthplace of the Mississippi Conference and the first session was held there in 1869 at the 
Asbury Methodist Church. Later conferences met St. James Church in Columbus (1873), St. Paul Church in Meridian (1875). In 1875 
Rev. Oscar Carter, a former slave and admitted to serve as a preacher in Forest and Morton, was murdered in an unsolved case.

Negro Exodus
The late 1870’s saw a great many blacks leaving the south, due to the rise in the Ku Klux Klan and Supreme Court rulings that anti-ne-
gro violence must be punished by the states, as well as the 1878 drought and yellow fever epidemic contributed to an exodus of M.E.C. 
members. Only four in one hundred blacks in Mississippi in 1890 were Methodists.

1880-1890
In the 1880’s disputes about appointing a Negro Bishop led to a call for General Conference to organize blacks into an entirely separate 
church which would allow them to have their own bishop. The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church (later called the Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church) was formed. The A.M.E. Church and the M.E.C. (North) continued as well. By 1890 there was a movement to divide 
the Conference into parts. Thus, the Upper Mississippi Conference was formed and held its first session at Asbury Church in Holly 
Springs in 1891. There were five districts: Aberdeen, Corinth, Greenville, Holly Springs and Yazoo River.

Following its founding in 1890 the Upper Mississippi Conference worked to establish itself, while the M.E.C. north also underwent some 
change along racial lines. The Conference was socially active, protesting inequality in railroad accommodations, supporting a woman’s 
right to membership in the General Conference, resisted further splintering of the Church, and issuing a license to preach to Mrs. Mary 
E. Jones of Indianola in 1920. Another out migration of blacks occurred in the 1910’s and the flood of 1927 delivered severe blows 
to the church. A period of transition followed and in 1938 the M.E.C. north and south and the Methodist Protestant Church reunited. 
A Central Jurisdiction, based on racial lines, was featured as well and subsequently proved an embarrassment. It’s elimination was 
finally achieved and led the way to the 1973 mergers of Mississippi’s white and black Methodist Conferences, followed by the complete 
merger into the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church in 1988.

*This article is an abridgment of “A Brief History of Black Methodists in Mississippi,” by Roy Lawrence. Mississippi United Methodist Ad-
vocate. November 27, 1974. Lawrence, in turn, attributes much of the information to Mississippi Circuit Riders 1865-1965, by Dr. John 
R. Graham. Nashville: Parthenon Press, 1967, 229 pages. Both titles are available at the J. B. Cain Archives, Millsaps-Wilson Library, 
Millsaps College. 
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Celebrating Mission Grants  
Hazlehurst UMC Community Outreach 
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Mississippi Conference Senior Communications Specialist

Photo right: Members of the Hazlehurst Outreach Committee delivered baby care 
items to the local health department. A $1,000 matching grant from the Mississippi 
Conference helped increase the positive impact that Hazlehurst United Methodist 
Church has made in its community.

Some of their work involved providing for disadvantaged parents of newborns. 
These parents have received packets containing handmade caps and items such as 
diapers, wipes and bibs from members of the Hazlehurst UMC Outreach Commit-
tee. The church has also provided area school children with backpacks and school 
supplies. They have even purchased school uniforms for students in foster care. In 
appreciation for the donations, the Copiah County Department of Human Services 
mailed a letter to the church thanking the outreach committee.

That notice along with colorful pictures with captions and several purchase receipts was neatly compiled into a scrapbook for reporting 
to the Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants committee. The Hazlehurst UMC Outreach Committee’s shared in 
the report:

“Our goal is to provide needed items not readily available through other sources by working with the agencies in charge, thereby help-
ing overburdened parents in underserved children with what they need for a successful school experience.”

The generosity of Mississippi United Methodists furnishes Mission Grants for groups like Hazlehurst UMC. 

Follow The Circuit Rider for details on how to apply for the annual Mission Grants in the fall.

About Mission Grants
The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and 
United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi.  Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up 
to $10,000. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and 
engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We. 
 

Africana Hymnal Project Film Documentary Wins Emmy 
From Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church
Photo right: This is an image of the documentary DVD cover.

A documentary film tracing the history of black sacred music, produced by Discipleship Ministries as 
part of The Africana Hymnal Project, has received a regional Emmy for best documentary.

The film, Reflect, Reclaim, Rejoice: Preserving the Gift of Black Sacred Music, was honored Satur-
day by the Midsouth Chapter of The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences (NATAS) at 
the 20th Annual Midsouth Regional Emmy Awards show held in Nashville.

“The success of the Africana Hymnal Project’s mission to preserve this important music for the 
church and the world will be forever valued and appreciated by all who are shaped by sacred music. 
Thanks be to God,” said by Dr. Timothy L. Bias, general secretary (chief executive) of Discipleship 
Ministries.

Reflect, Reclaim, Rejoice captures songs that blacks who were enslaved in America four centuries 
ago created for solace even during the most inhumane conditions, said Steve Horswill-Johnson, 
executive director of communications & brand strategy at Discipleship Ministries, who was the film’s 
executive producer.      

“These songs, which are rarely sung anymore, are basically lost to the collective memory of America, 
but this documentary invites the viewer to see and feel how the music is being kept alive,” Horswill-
Johnston said. 

Narrated by Academy Award-nominated Alfre Woodard, the documentary was filmed on location at Methodist churches and institutions 
in Georgia, Maryland and South Carolina where the oldest living African American music is still being sung. The film features choirs, 
groups and soloists performing traditional Christian forms of the Ring Shout, Singing and Praying Bands, Long-Meter Hymns and Negro 
Spirituals.

The film, which was selected from among 72 entries in the Documentary/Cultural category, was directed by Henri Giles. Cheryl Walker, 
director of Black Congregational Ministries at Discipleship Ministries, was co-executive producer, and Carolyn Dandridge, communica-
tions project coordinator at Discipleship Ministries, was associate producer.
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Maryland Public Television has included the documentary as part of its programming for Black History Month.
Reflect, Reclaim, Rejoice, which helps connect the past, present and preserves black sacred music for generations to come, is part 
of The Africana Hymnal Project of The United Methodist Church. The project is a joint effort by Discipleship Ministries and The United 
Methodist Publishing House (UMPH). For more information about the project go to http://bit.ly/1Dtbe1N.

Another major part of The Africana Hymnal Project is The Africana Hymnal: Black Sacred Music, which was produced and released this 
week by UMPH’s Abingdon Press.

The Africana Hymnal features 155 songs organized around the seasons of the year, the sacramental life of the congregation and the 
special days of the black church. The music selections cover multiple genres that demonstrate intergenerational connections and 
serves as a bridge between the music of the past, present and the future in order to encourage all of God’s people to sing.

The hymnal, presented on a USB flash drive, includes sheet music, accompaniment tracks and PowerPoint lyrics for all of the songs 
included, along with instructional guidelines for worship use that emphasizes congregational singing, sensitivity to regional differences, 
and inclusion of several cultures and dialects. To order the hymnal, go to AbingdonPress.com/AfricanaHymnal, and to order a DVD 
of the documentary, go to http://bit.ly/1KovsMC.  

The mission of Discipleship Ministries is to support annual conference and local church leaders for their task of equipping world-chang-
ing disciples. An agency of The United Methodist Church, Discipleship Ministries is located at 1908 Grand Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. For 
more information, visit www.gbod.org, the Press Center at www.gbod.org/about/press-center or call the Communications Office at 
877-899-2780, Ext. 1726.  

Church Featured in USA Today’s Black History Month Edition 
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

The United Methodist Church is featured in USA Today’s special edition for Black History Month, made available Feb. 2. Two separate 
ads look at the critical role the denomination has played throughout groundbreaking moments in U.S. history. One ad features the Black 
College Fund, the other urges readers to “Rethink Church” by “encouraging conversations that build understanding and inspire recon-
ciliation.” 

View the media release here: http://www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/776104.  

Council of Bishops to Take Up Global Nature of Church   
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

When the Council of Bishops meets in Berlin in May one of the topics of conversation likely will be the Global Book of Discipline, 
being developed at the request of the 2012 General Conference. The council’s executive committee got a preview of this and other 
church issues when it met this month. To read the press release from the Council of Bishops, go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/
c6cffd0c001/9958aad9-e325-4acb-b929-e239579701a7.pdf.  

Faith Communities

Meet the Starkville District UMW 
The Starkville District United Methodist Women leadership team 
held their first meeting of 2015 on Sunday, Jan. 18 at First United 
Methodist Church in Starkville. The women discussed missions 
and goals for 2015 and took this photo before parting. The mem-
bers present   from left to right are Willie Mae Guillory, secretary 
of program resources, Jessie Frye, membership,nurture and 
outreach, Lynn Moore, secretary, Jimmie Whitt, treasurer, Maudie 
Benton, president, Mary LynnMcCully, vice president, Khadijah 
Clay, spiritual growth coordinator, Lois O’Neal, communications 
coordinator, Addie Walker, nominations chairperson, and Bessie 
Tate education and interpretation coordinator. Effie Dell Hudson, 
the social action coordinator was not present for the picture.  
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Greenwood District UMW On Human Trafficking 
The Greenwood District United Methodist Women was among hundreds of 
local, district and conference groups who took photos and worked to raise 
awareness on human trafficking. Some of the pictures showed the groups in 
a circle or huddled holding signs expressing that they were United Methodist 
Women huddling to intercept human trafficking.  The photo campaign took 
place during the weeks leading up to the Super Bowl. 

The Super Bowl reportedly ranks second only to Thanksgiving as the day 
on which Americans consume the most food, and some of those who are 
trafficked will be serving food in restaurants or at catered parties related to 
the Super Bowl. Others will clean hotel rooms, wash dishes, tidy nail salons, 
deliver dry cleaning or wash windows. Some will be trafficked as sex work-
ers for escort services or in men-only clubs. The United Methodist Women 
will continue work to end human trafficking year round. For more information 
on the project, go to http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/human-
trafficking.

MUW Wesley Mission Trip
Photo right: Some of the MUW Wesley students helped dig up a fence at the Choc-
taw Mission.  

Students of the Wesley Foundation at Mississippi University for Women returned 
to campus recently after a weekend mission trip to the Mississippi United Method-
ist Choctaw Mission in Philadelphia, MS. The students helped by cleaning, painting, 
participating in games and arts and crafts activities with the Choctaw children. The 
students also led the Choctaw children in worship. A comment on the MUW Wesley 
facebook page read that the Wesley students had a great time serving and learned a 
lot about each other and themselves. To see more photos on facebook from their mis-
sion trip, go to https://www.facebook.com/media/set/. 

Students

Funds Needed for Youth Stop Hunger Now Packing Goal
Message from Mike Howington, Mississippi Conference Youth and Families Coordinators 
Photo right: In 2014, more than 850 youth from across Mississippi attended The 
Gathering.  

On Feb. 27 through March 1, around 1,000 students will come together in Jackson, 
MS for The Gathering Student Conference. This 2015 event will be a weekend of 
high-energy worship and Godly movement among United Methodist teenagers from 
all around Mississippi. The theme this year is CHANGE! Our passion is to instill in 
students what Godly change looks like. We are focusing on three forms of change 
throughout the weekend: change of the heart, change of environment, and changing 
our world.  

As we explore these changes, we have accepted the 1,000,000 meals challenge is-
sued by Delphine Swanson (wife of the Mississippi Area Bishop James Swanson Sr.) 
for Stop Hunger Now. Our goal is to package 100,000 meals during The Gathering. 
Our hope is that students will understand the needs for Godly change in our world. To make this possible, we need to raise $29,000. 
We are asking anyone or any church that would like to give towards the goal to donate to Stop Hunger Now. You may go to the website 
http://events.stophungernow.org/thegathering2015 to make your donation, or mail a check to the MS United Methodist Conference 
office at 320 C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

For more information about The Gathering, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/209147. Thank you in advance for your 
support. 
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Rust College Choir Performance Benefits Local Church 
From WTOK, Meridian

Photo right: Rust College A’Cappella Choir  

The world-renowned Rust College A’Cappella Choir put on a stunning program to 
help Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church in Meridian. Wesley UMC brought 
the choir to Meridian as part of a fundraising program. The choir was introduced by 
WTOK’s John Johnson who is a former member of the choir.

“Wesley Chapel used this as a fundraiser, but at the same time, we are here 
already and learning, and we are so in awe of their performance,” said Gloria 
McAlpine from Wesley Chapel United Methodist. All the money raised will benefit 
the church’s reconstruction efforts.

To watch the story that aired on WTOK, visit http://www.wtok.com/home/head-
lines/Rust-College-ACappella-Choir-Helps-Local-Church-289740951.html.

Way Back When 

?
Can you name this Mississippi 
United Methodist clergy person 

standing on the left?

The photo was taken  
of her on her wedding day  

way back 1984 at Wesley UMC 
in Kosciusko, MS.

The answer can be found below,  
after the Methodist Tested Recipe!

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Helping to Promote the Projects Against Domestic Violence
Feb. 5, 2015
An overview on domestic violence, which is a primary emphasis of United Methodist Women and United Methodist Men for 2015 - 
2016, will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 5, at Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson. Ginger Grissom, director of Wesley 
House in Meridian, will share her experience and provide training in this vital concern with all who are interested (men and women, 
clergy and lay).

Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. has charged the United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women of Mississippi to become involved 
with this issue and work to eradicate it. Please plan to attend if your schedule allows and also share this information with friends and 
colleagues. There is no cost and reservations are not necessary.
 
Canadian Vocal Group to Dazzle at Arts Under the Dome
Feb. 8, 2015
Vancouver, Canada’s critically acclaimed vocal group, Vivace, will bring their exceptional 
voices to Gulfport’s Arts Under The Dome concert series on Sunday, Feb. 8 at 7 p.m. 
Vivace consists of four exciting young pop and classical singers who have thrilled audiences 
throughout the U.S. and Canada with their rich and powerful blend of voices. Also accom-
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panied by violin and piano, Vivace will perform a diverse repertoire ranging from classical and operatic arias to pop and contemporary 
music.

The venue is First United Methodist Church at 15th St. and 24th Ave. in downtown Gulfport. Tickets are $15 adults, $10 students avail-
able at the door or in advance from Arts Under The Dome’s website, www.arts.fumc-gulfport.org. For additional information, call 
228-863-0047. Two more concerts following Vivace remain in Arts Under Dome’s season: Brazilian guitarist Diego Figuereido on March 
6, and guitarist Brad Richter and cellist Viktor Uzur on March 27.
 
Window on Wesley Theological Seminary
Feb. 10, 2015
Window on Wesley events are designed for those considering a Master of Divinity, Master of Theological Studies or Master of Arts 
degrees or non-degree status at Wesley. Prospective full-time students are encouraged to attend a daytime session in order to gain a 
full experience of resident student life.

This is an opportunity for prospective students to get to know the Wesley community in Washington and to experience a day in the life 
of a Wesley seminarian. For more details, visit https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/en-us/admissions/visitus.aspx.  
 
Brandon First United Methodist Church Holds Women’s Retreat and Revival
Feb. 13-14, 2015
Jane Rubietta, internationally known speaker and author, leads a two-day women’s retreat, “The Heart Spa -- Come Closer: A Call 
to Life, Love and Breakfast on the Beach,” Feb. 13-14, in the Family Life Center. The retreat begins Friday, 6:30 p.m. concluding 
Saturday, 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 (includes a box lunch on Saturday) and may be purchased through the church office. Door prizes 
will be awarded throughout the event. This event is sponsored by The United Methodist Women.

Rev. Rich Rubietta, Evangelist, songwriter and worship consultant leads a three-day revival series, Feb. 15-18. This series begins with 
Sunday morning worship, 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., continues on Monday and Tuesday nights, 6 p.m., and concludes with Ash 
Wednesday services, 6 p.m.

Millsaps Chamber Singers present a special evening of music on Sunday, Feb. 15, 5 p.m., as part of their 2014-15 Tour. Following the 
concert, everyone is invited to a fellowship supper in the Family Life Center.

Additional information online www.brandonfumc.org or contact the church office 601-825-5958.
 
Love UMC Valentine’s Day Dinner
Feb. 14, 2015
Love UMC will be holding a Valentine’s Day fundraising dinner (to support missions of the church) on Feb. 14. The cost is $25 per per-
son. The menu includes salad, entrée choice of chicken or pork tenderloin, green beans and twice baked potatoes. Bread pudding is for 
dessert. The meal will be prepared by Chef Andy Steele.

Contact Kim at 901-334-8554 or thelightinggirl@yahoo.com for your tickets. The last day to purchase tickets is Feb. 11. Take your 
sweetheart to LOVE for Valentine’s Day!
 
St. Mary’s UMC Annual Valentine’s Day Program
Feb. 14, 2015
Neddie Winters, president of Mission Mississippi will be the guest speaker during the St. Mary’s UMC annual Valentine’s Day program. 
The program begins at 4 p.m. St. Mary’s UMC is located in Crystal Springs, MS.
 
COSROW Coffee and Conversation
Feb. 19, 2015
What is COSROW(Commission on the Status and Role of Women)?

Why is COSROW important for our Mississippi Annual Conference?

How does COSROW connect lay and clergy women and men together?

You are invited to a “Coffee and Conversation” time of fellowship, sharing, and 
learning as we seek to reflect upon these important questions as the women and 
men of our Mississippi Annual Conference.   

Rev. Susannah Grubbs Carr, chair of COSROW for our annual conference, will be 
facilitating an afternoon gathering for anyone interested in learning more about this important connectional ministry.
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Parkway Hills UMC (West Jackson District) has graciously offered to be our host. The church is located at 1468 Highland Colony Pkwy. 
in Madison, MS. The event is Feb. 19, 2015 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Come enjoy fellowship with old friends, meet new friends in Christ, and 
take part in dreaming for our future!
 
Ten Years after Katrina: UMCOR and UMVIM 2015 SEJ Disaster Academy 
Feb. 23-25, 2015
Registration Ends Feb. 9, 2015
The year 2015 marks one decade since the tragedy and extraordinary generosity surrounding Hur-
ricane Katrina’s devastation. Over $18 million and thousands of volunteers buoyed Mississippi into 
recovery. 

The Mississippi Annual Conference is hosting the Southeastern Jurisdiction Disaster Academy along-
side the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) Feb. 23-25, 2015, at Seashore Assembly in Biloxi. 

If you’d like to learn more about how you can be a part of disaster response ministry, the disaster 
academy is for you, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/449200!

Training for Multiethnic Church Planting Scheduled in February
Feb. 25-26, 2015 
Training to help congregations learn how to become successful multiethnic places of worship and to help church planters establish new 
multiethnic churches will be provided at a special two-day program next month in Texas.

The Multiethnic Church Planting Training is designed for church planters, potential planters, church leaders in transitioning neighbor-
hoods and conference leaders. It will be hosted Feb. 25-26 in San Antonio by New Church Starts (Path 1), a division of Discipleship 
Ministries.

In addition to the training, the event is an opportunity for networking and focused conversation for anyone interested or involved in 
multiethnic church planting.    

Registration for event at the Wyndham San Antonio Riverwalk hotel is $250 and includes lunch for both days. For more information to 
register for the event, go to http://bit.ly/1BFltTv. 
 
Meridian District Lay Servant Ministries  
March 7, 2015
The Meridian District annual Lay Servant School will be held at College Park United Methodist Church in Meridian on Saturday, March 
7, 2015. The Basic Course and five advanced classes will be offered. Go to  for more details.
 
Folded Flower Ministry
April 11, 2015
A workshop making paper flowers and art will be held on Saturday April 11, 2015, 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., at The UMC Senatobia Dis-
trict Office. The cost is $10 per person and a light snack will be provided. Seating is limited. Participants are asked to bring a hot glue 
gun and glue, small paint brush scissors, and markers (both water based and permanent). For more information contact Cheryl Denley 
662-562-5865.
 
Apply Now for 2015 PAUMCS Certification Institute
Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretaries
July 19-24, 2015
The General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) endorses and supports the Certification Institute for the Professional Asso-
ciation of United Methodist Church Secretaries (PAUMCS).  The classes are held at the GCFA Ministry Center in Nashville, TN.  We are 
honored to have many instructors who are from the general boards and agencies in Nashville.  The Institute provides an in depth look 
at the structure and mission of the church that is shared with individuals who are instrumental in the work of the church. 

The dates are July 19-24, 2015.

To open and save the brochure for the 2015 Certification Institute (which will print on legal sized paper), go to https://files.ctctcdn.
com/c6cffd0c001/4d39efc8-ca0d-4ca0-83b7-f1b148dfb5ad.pdf.  Locate the registration information at www.PAUMCS.org.  

There are limited funds for scholarships to cover the cost of the registration fee.  If someone needs financial help to attend, a written 
request explaining the need for the scholarship is required when applying.  

Those who are already certified and know someone who may be interested in the program, please pass this information on to them.
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Announcements:
 
Calling All Interested Lay Members 
At the forthcoming 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference, delegates to the 2016 General and Southeastern Jurisdictional 
Conferences will be elected. Service to the church as a delegate is an honor and a sacred responsibility which requires a commitment 
of prayer, time, study, discussing, reading and listening, which helps the church stay focused on our mission of making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

To ensure compliance with The Book of Discipline, laity wishing to be considered for election and inclusion in the pre-conference jour-
nal, should complete the official nominations form by March 1, 2015. Any inquiries are to be directed to Rev. Trey Harper, conference 
secretary, msconfsecy@gmail.com. For more informatio, visit .  

Advertise in the Special Annual Conference Edition of The Circuit Rider 
This issue will highlight the events of the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.
To place an advertisement in the special edition, send emails to  receptionist@mississippi-
umc.org or call 601-354-0515.

Ad placement deadlines:

• Ads requiring design and layout: 3 p.m. Friday, May 22, 2015, email information to recep-
tionist@mississippi-umc.org;
• Camera-Ready Ads (Press Quality PDF): 3 p.m. Wednesday, May 27, 2015, email to recep-
tionist@mississippi-umc.org.

To download the ad specifications and prices, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/files/file-
share/crspecialedadsizes2015.pdf. 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Conference. Checks can be mailed to The 
Mississippi Annual Conference, 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

Pastor’s Moving Day  
Bishop James Swanson Sr. has designated June 16, 2015 clergy moving day for clergy transferring to new appointments in the Missis-
sippi Conference.
 
February is Black History Month
Go to http://www.gbod.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/black-history-month-february for Black History Month preaching notes 
and other worship resources from United Methodist Discipleship Ministries.  
 
Disaster Response Volunteers Needed  
The Mississippi tornado recovery group, Columbia Strong, welcomes all volunteers as they 
begin the long-term recovery process for those impacted by the December 2014 tornado. To 
schedule your volunteer group, call Nik Ingram, Columbia Strong volunteer coordinator at 601-
803-2667.

 
Camp Wesley Pines
It’s time to think about registering children and youth for summer camp 
at Camp Wesley Pines! Receive a 15 percent discount when you register online in January and February. Check 
the camp dates at wesleypines.com and access Bunk1 to register.  Call the camp office at 601-892-2341 for 
more information or e-mail wpoffice@wildblue.net.
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Barbecue Sauce  

Mix together and simmer to desired thickness. Pour over meet and bake.  Good 
on chicken and spare ribs.  

— Marilyn Grigg, St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, MS

Methodist Tested Recipes

2 c. onions, minced
2 T. vinegar
2 T Worcestershire sauce
1 t. salt
½ tsp. paprika

¼ tsp pepper
½ tsp chili powder
¾ c. ketchup
¾ c. water

Answer to “Way Back When”:
The person in the picture is Hattiesburg District superintendent Rev. Cynthia Cross. Send your throwback images with details to 
Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Praise Team Leader at Saint Mark’s UMC - Brandon, MS
• Director of Children’s Ministry at Collierville UMC - Collierville, TN
• Part-time Music Leader at Marks UMC - Marks, MS
• Youth Director at Pearl UMC - Pearl, MS
• Director of Children’s Ministries at Church Street UMC - Knoxville, TN
• Youth Director/ Praise Team Leader at Shiloh UMC - Pelahatchie, MS

Employment 

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
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2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


