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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  February 18, 2015

We Can Do It!

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Delphine Swanson who is leading the Mississippi Conference 
in packing one million meals for Stop Hunger Now, cheers 
over the latest tally. She is the wife of Bishop James Swan-
son Sr. who has challenged the conference to pass the target 
by 500,000 meals before the 2015 annual conference session 
in June. See story on page 3 to read why Swanson is excited!

Purpose: The Mississippi Annual 
Conference—empowered by 
love, generosity, justice and 

apprenticeship—forms spiritual 
leaders, faith communities and 
connections so more disciples of 

Jesus Christ transform the world.

The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

2015 Session of the 
Mississippi Annual 

Conference
June 4-6, 2015

Jackson Mississippi 
For details, go to 

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/
2015sessionofthemississippiann

ualconference

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.
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Mark 1:9-15
New International Version (NIV)
The Baptism and Testing of Jesus
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the 
water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted[a] by Satan. He was 
with the wild animals, and angels attended him.

Jesus Announces the Good News
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The 
kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Teach Your Children
God continues a conversation with Moses in Deuteronomy chapter 11 of some very specific actions that God 
took on behave of the Israelites that God expects Moses and the elders to incorporate into the lives of their 
children. God says to Moses in verse 19. 

Teach them to your children, by talking about them when you are sitting around your house and when you are 
out and about, when you are lying down and when you are getting up. (Deut. 11:19)

What God has done for God’s people, God doesn’t ever want us to forget. Our history is a record, not just of 
human events but a record of God’s intervention into our lives. History is important enough to God that God 
commands Moses and the adults to “Teach them to your children…” If you go back and read verses 2-7 of this 
chapter from The Message translation, it reads:

2-7 Today it’s very clear that it isn’t your children who are front and center here: They weren’t in on what GOD 
did, didn’t see the acts, didn’t experience the discipline, didn’t marvel at his greatness, the way he displayed 
his power in the miracle-signs and deeds that he let loose in Egypt on Pharaoh king of Egypt and all his land, 
the way he took care of the Egyptian army, its horses and chariots, burying them in the waters of the Red Sea as they pursued you. 
GOD drowned them. And you’re standing here today alive. Nor was it your children who saw how GOD took care of you in the wilder-
ness up until the time you arrived here, what he did to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab son of Reuben, how the Earth opened 
its jaws and swallowed them with their families—their tents, and everything around them—right out of the middle of Israel. Yes, it was 
you—your eyes—that saw every great thing that GOD did. (Deut. 11:2-7)

Carter G. Woodson started Negro History Week in the second week of February 1926.   He did this because he felt that the history 
taught in our public schools ignored the contributions of African Americans.  He also wanted so desperately to increase the educational 
level of blacks and whites so that coupled together with the social and professional contact would lead to a reduction of racial animus. 

I encourage our churches to celebrate Black History Month because even a glimpse into the history of African Americans will clearly 
reveal what the children of Israel must know as they hear their history repeated--God was with us.  Can you imagine being an Egyptian 
during this great Exodus and witnessing this awesome deliverance with the full knowledge that the slaves could never win in a battle 
against the highly trained and skilled army of Pharaoh?  Yet time and time again the Hebrews prevailed. This was not just a display for 
the Hebrews; it was God revealing God’s self to the Egyptians, as well. There would be no winners and losers.  And if we tell our story 
of our experience with God, our children and our children’s families will come to know this God whom we worship, love and serve. 

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson Sr.

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• February 21, 2015 (Saturday) 
Bishop Swanson will preach at 11:30 a.m. for the Black Methodist for Church Renewal conference.  The conference will take place at 
the H.A. Brown Memorial UMC in Wiggins, MS.  

• February 24, 2015 (Tuesday)
 Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the Southeastern Jurisdiction Disaster Academy that will take place at Seashore United 
Methodist Assembly in Biloxi, MS. The service begins 7 p.m. 
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• March 1, 2015 (Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker for the 8:30 a.m. service during the conference youth event The Gathering.  This will be held 
at Christ UMC in Jackson, MS.  

• March 12, 2015 (Thursday) 
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at Wells UMCs Lenten lunch at 11:30 a.m. The church is in Jackson, MS.   

• March 29, 2015 (Palm Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the 11 a.m. service at First Unity UMC in Weir, MS.  

900-Thousand Plus Meals for Stop Hunger Now
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Picture taken during the Tupelo District packing event in Septem-
ber 2014 where 15,120 meals were packaged.

Drumroll please. The Mississippi Annual Conference has packaged roughly 
933,616 meals for the hunger relief agency Stop Hunger Now!  The goal is to 
pack one million meals before annual conference session 2015 that begins on 
June 4.  With nearly four months to the start of the session, the woman lead-
ing the charge, Delphine Swanson is confident Mississippi United Methodists 
will prevail, and produce the extra 500,000 meals that her husband Bishop 
James Swanson Sr. challenged the Mississippi Conference to prepare.

Swanson kicked off the campaign at the June 2014 annual conference ses-
sion where members packed 102,168 meals.   

“God is so good.  However, there is still more work to be done.  If you have not 
had the opportunity to take a part in our conference effort to pack 1,000,000 
meals, the opportunity is still there. We would like every church and every 
member in our conference to take a part in this mission,” said Swanson. 

One way individuals and churches can have a hand in the effort is to donate 
to the conference youth.  They are hoping to pack 100,000 meals when they 
come together for The Gathering 2015 in Jackson, MS, Feb. 27-March 1 at 
Christ UMC. 

“The youth of our conference are working very hard to host a Stop Hunger 
Now packing event, also.  If you are unable to host a packing event at this 
time, we ask that you support our conference youth and donate to their part of our goal,” said Swanson.

So far the youth have about $5,000 to host a Stop Hunger Now packing event. They need $29,000 to make their target meal count. 

Go to https://stophungernow.secure.force.com/events/SA_EVENTS__Home to make donations to support The Gathering and Stop 
Hunger Now or mail a check to the MS United Methodist Conference Office at 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

“We can do it,” said Swanson.  To track the one million meals goal for Stop Hunger Now on facebook, Visit https://www.facebook.
com/msacshngoal.

Bishop Swanson Announces 2015 AC Mission Offering:  
Mississippi – Africa University Partnership
In a message titled “Helping Others Pursue Their Dream,” Bishop James E. Swanson 
Sr., extends an invitation to the Mississippi Conference to support the Mississippi 
Africa University Partnership. He recently began circulating the following article to the 
members of the conference.

The statistics are sobering at best and downright terrifying at worst. Over 40,000 
Americans are killed each year by gun violence. For every fatality there are three 
nonfatal shootings. Politicians almost literally trip over themselves as they rush to 
introduce tougher and tougher crime legislation.

Columnist William Raspberry of The Washington Post is not convinced that you can 
coerce people into decent behavior. He writes:

Connecting
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“We keep imagining that the problem is that young people aren’t frightened enough, so we keep toughening criminal sanctions to the 
point where our national incarceration rate is the highest in the Western world. The real problem is that our young people aren’t hopeful 
enough.” 

I spent about six years working with hopeless young people in Columbus, Georgia.  I discovered that the lack of learning did not cor-
relate with the rules and enforcement.  Students did not do well in school because the vast majority of them were filled with a spirit of 
hopelessness.

I have been to Africa University and I have seen HOPE in the eyes of the young men and women that study there. Hope for them-
selves, for their families, for their nations from which they come.  Many of them have walked as far as 200 miles or more to attend this 
beacon of hope. I have visited the dormitories where they volunteered to give up space so one more student could lodge with them.  
There is often not enough space for the students who flock there only to discover that their hope is not in vain. The opportunity to attend 
a university is an opportunity to not only lift a person, but an opportunity to lift a family, an opportunity to lift a community, an opportunity 
to lift a nation and ultimately an opportunity to lift the world.

I am not asking you to give just money; I am asking you to become a pipeline of HOPE.  Join me in this campaign of HOPE, The 
Mississippi-Africa University Partnership.  

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 
Resident Bishop of the Mississippi Episcopal Area

May and Lucas Co-chair Mississippi-Africa University Partnership
The following message to Mississippi United Methodists is from the co-chairs of the Mississippi-Africa University Partnership, Dr. Joe May, 
and Dr. Aubrey Lucas. 

Dear Mississippi United Methodists,

This letter brings good news about Africa University! In 1992 The United Methodist Church 
opened Africa University, located in Zimbabwe, formerly Rhodesia, to provide much needed 
higher education for that continent and for the fast-growing United Methodist Church in 
Africa.  From 49 students that first year, the University has grown to almost 1,500 students 
representing 23 different African countries. The University offers the traditional liberal arts 
and sciences and prepares students for careers in theology, education, agriculture, busi-
ness, government and health-related fields.  

Africa University is blessed with the generosity of the global United Methodist Church. This 
support and the careful management of the University, under its board of directors and the 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry have resulted in a debt-free campus!  

Mississippi United Methodists have provided leadership and support for Africa University 
from its beginning by serving on the committee to find a location for the University; by serv-
ing on its board of directors; by providing scholarships for students; and by erecting on a mountain overlooking the campus the United 
Methodist emblem of the sword and flame.

We now have an opportunity to continue that support and to help ensure the future of Africa University. The great need today is for 
endowments which will serve the University now and in the future. Over 5,000 students have graduated from Africa University.  These 
Africa University alumni are making disciples and addressing the challenges of hunger, poverty, disease and conflict. We United Meth-
odists can be proud of Africa University and through The POWER of We, our gifts will assure its future.

Important Notices for 2015 Session of Annual Conference
Petitions and Resolutions, General and Jurisdictional Conferences   

In preparation for the upcoming Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference, the Mississippi Conference secretary Trey Harper offers 
a reminder about the rules and processes governing the submission of resolutions and petitions to the annual conference. Visit www.
mississippi-umc.org/2015petitionsandresolutions to be directed to a Q & A that seeks to answer the most commonly asked ques-
tions. If you need further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Harper at 601-469-2604 or msconfsecy@gmail.com.

The Mississippi Conference will elect its delegation to the 2016 General and Jurisdictional Conferences during the 2015 Session of the 
Annual Conference in Jackson, MS, June 4-6.

The General Conference is the global gathering of The United Methodist Church where mission and ministry priorities are established 
and The Book of Discipline is reviewed for possible revisions. The General Conference is the policy setting body of United Methodism. 
The 2016 General Conference will be held May 10-16, 2016, at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland, Oregon.

The Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference meets July 13-15, 2016, in Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, to coordinate the connected 
ministry and mission of the region and to elect and assign Bishops for leadership in the Church.

Dr. Joe May, right, and Dr Aubrey Lucas
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This year, six (6) clergy and six (6) lay delegates will be elected, in the process which is governed by The Book of Discipline and our 
Standing Rules: To continue reading, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/2016generalandjurisdictionalconferencesclergydelegateinf
ormation.

Celebrating Mission Grants
Bethlehem Center’s Toddler Room
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: With plenty of room to play, a few children in the toddler 
room at Bethlehem Center sit together.

It has been almost a year since renovations to the Bethlehem Center in 
Jackson, MS made it possible for the center to create a toddler room. The 
Bethlehem Center is a United Methodist related institution serving low 
to moderate income families in the Jackson area. The center offers daily 
childcare and afterschool care. 

Before the revamps, toddlers and infants shared one room which accord-
ing state guidelines, only 13 children can occupy that space. The room 
was at capacity limiting the center from accepting more children.  Mattie 
Johnson, executive director of the Bethlehem Center often thought about 
how the room next door to this area would be great for a toddler room. It 
was certainly large enough for them. However, to use it for this purpose, 
the center had to meet state requirements that call for running hot and 
colder water and a changing table in rooms where infants and toddlers are 
kept. The other factor was finding the money to make these changes and Johnson did.   

Johnson said their blessing came in the form of the Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants. These are match-
ing grants available to United Methodist churches and United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. The Bethlehem 
Center received a gift of $1,750, giving them a total of $3,500 to spend on the project. In addition to installing a waterline and a chang-
ing table to the desired room, storage bins and two toddler tables with chairs were purchased.

“When we received the grant for this project, it was the best day for us because we can now separate the small infants from the tod-
dlers who are all over the room and need room to learn and play. Thanks to the Mississippi Conference for the Mission Grant, it has 
been a blessing to us,” said Johnson.

The infant and toddler rooms at the Bethlehem Center are at capacity. This is great news for the program grounded in the belief that 
each child is an individual with his or her own unique and specific gifts.  The center provides academic, health and community programs 
within a spiritual context.

About Mission Grants
The Mississippi Conference Connectional Ministries Mission Grants are matching grants available to United Methodist churches and 
United Methodist sponsored or related agencies in Mississippi. Grants range from $500 to $2,500 per project, with one award of up 
to $10,000. They are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, connections through existing congregations and 
engagement in ministry with the poor; therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

Follow The Circuit Rider for details on how to apply for the annual Mission Grants in the fall.

Celebrate UMCORs 75th Year 
One Great Hour of Sharing, March 15 
From the General Board of Church & Society

For more than 50 years, United Methodist congregations have been taking part in a special One Great Hour of Sharing offering, laying 
the foundation for United Methodist Committee on Relief’s (UMCOR’s) ministry of relief and hope.

In 2015, UMCOR is celebrating 75 years of being with those in crisis around the world. The day of celebration will take place on One 
Great Hour of Sharing Special Sunday, March 15, 2015.

One Great Hour of Sharing calls United Methodists to share the goodness of life with those who hurt. The offering provides administra-
tive support for UMCOR as it responds to disaster survivors and people in need around the world.

Donations through this offering, along with other undesignated gifts made throughout the year, cover UMCOR’s costs of doing busi-
ness. Gifts like yours make it possible for UMCOR to use 100% of all other contributions on the projects its donors specify, instead of on 
administrative or fundraising costs.
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Faith Communities

Giving Back to God Through Missions
By Cynthia Laird, Member of Pleasant Hill UMC

Photo right: Willie Nelson (Rev. Andy Ray) and Elvis (Rev. Hal Hall) 
perform at Getwell UMC.

On Sunday, Feb. 15, 2015, Getwell Road United Methodist Church hosted 
the DeSoto County Cluster Talent Show to raise mission funds for Stop 
Hunger Now and Camp Lake Stephens.  It was amazing and inspiring to 
see and hear the talent in our DeSoto County churches that was given as 
an offering to the Lord’s work.

As a special feature, Willie Nelson (better known as Rev. Andy Ray, 
district superintendent of the Senatobia District) and Elvis (also known as 
Rev. Hal Hall of Southaven First UMC) appeared onstage together for the 
first time. They were not contestants, but simply provided their music to 
give back to the Lord.  These leaders, who faithfully witness of the good-
ness of the Lord through their sermons and their service to others, chose 
to do even more by sharing a powerful message in music.  Often, music 
can reach into lives and hearts when nothing else can.  Many of us who 
witnessed this awe-inspiring duo and hope that they will team up together 
in the future.

Because of an incredible outpouring of love and support for the talent show competitors, we were all declared winners.  Funds raised 
exceeded $3,000.  There was such a warmth and welcome as we gathered for fellowship and friendly competition for the cause of mis-
sions.  Donations for dessert items were still being made after the close of the program, and these additional funds will make it possible 
to accomplish even more through mission work.  

The talent show was a success in so many ways, but we must continue to support missions by giving back to the Lord. We will have 
opportunities to help pack meals through the Stop Hunger Now events, and we also must continue to support the vital ministry of Camp 
Lake Stephens.  Let us prayerfully seek out God’s mission for our lives.

Tupelo District Event Includes General Church Guest
By Izzie Zimmerman, Tupelo District, Director of Communications

Photo right: Rev. MaryJane Pierce Norton, associate general 
secretary of Leadership Ministries, spoke to laity and clergy 
about baptism and confirmation. 

On Saturday, Feb. 7 about 60 folks from all over the Tupelo 
District gathered at St. Mark UMC for the annual Tupelo District 
Laity Conference. Bobby Thomas, Tupelo District Lay Leader, 
kicked off the event followed by an invocation from the host 
pastor, Rev. Don McCain. The Tupelo District superintendent, 
Rev. Dr. Jimmy Barnes, introduced the speakers, Rev. Dr. Larry 
Hilliard (Mississippi Conference director of spiritual leadership) 
and Rev. MaryJane Pierce Norton (associate general secretary 
for Leadership Ministries with the General Board of Disciple-
ship).

Rev. Dr. Hilliard shared from Matthew 25:14-30 that the church 
has been called to be faithful rather than successful. With that 
in mind, he concluded his message with this thought: 

At the end of your life, do you want to hear from the Lord, “Well, you didn’t do anything bad, but you didn’t really do anything good 
either” or do you want to hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant?”

Help ensure another 75 years by using the following resources to promote One Great Hour of Sharing. More will be added as March 15 
approaches. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/newsdetail/786637 to continue reading.
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Rev. Pierce Norton began her first session with a quiz on “What We Know” concerning United Methodist beliefs, the sacraments, and 
history. She continued with a short lecture on baptism in The United Methodist Church. Following lunch, Rev. Pierce Norton concluded 
the conference with a session on confirmation, discipling adults, the vows we take, and creating a path of discipleship within the church.

The conference concluded with the sharing of the Lord’s Supper and the challenge to go out and share the things learned on that day. 
There was already a buzz from those attending who were excited for next year’s gathering and a hope to see even more people experi-
ence this opportunity of great teaching. The next big gathering for the Tupelo District will be Thursday, April 16 at 6 p.m. for the District 
Lay Rally with guest speaker Rev. Steve Casteel, pastor of First UMC in Clinton. Those interested in purchasing a $15 ticket should 
contact the Tupelo District office.

Braxton UMC Honors Everett  
Photo right: Mable Everett, seated center and holding a picture is surrounded by her 
former Methodist youth participants.

Mable Everett of Braxton UMC in Braxton, MS, was recently honored at an appreciation 
dinner by the former members of the Hiawatha Methodist Youth Fellowship sub-district, 
which she sponsored for more than four decades. Mable has devoted her life to helping 
others, especially through her work with youth. She continues to serve God as president 
of the Smith/Simpson UMC Cluster.  

St. James UMC Children’s  
Valentine’s Appreciation
Photo left: The children of St. James UMC.  

The Children Ministry of St. James United Methodist Church, Amory, MS recently hosted a 
Valentine’s Meal of Love Program at the church.  

The program was presented and designed by the children to show appreciation and love to their 
pastor, associate ministers, parents, friends and family. The delicious meal included spaghetti, 
salad, a roll, dessert and tea. The children served their guest of honor who sat at beautiful 
decorated.  It was an enjoyable evening of fellowship and the love of Jesus Christ.

Mt. Salem UMC Celebrating Black History
Photo right: Mt. Salem UMC youth  

The Rev. Eddie Spencer of Mt. Salem UMC in Terry, MS, invited the Mississippi 
Conference senior communications specialist, Tamica Smith-Jeuitt to be their 
guest speaker for a Black history program. 

Smith-Jeuitt, a former news anchor and reporter for a Jackson television station, 
spoke on celebrating Black history after a compelling presentation from Mt. Salem 
youth. Each student contributed to a monologue that reviewed the various names 
that African Americans were called over decades.

Sharing a Glory Sighting 
Liberty UMC in Eupora is sharing a Glory Sighting. William Jones, 59, photo left (in yellow jacket), 
was the first baptism and first confession of faith for 2015. The term Glory Sighting, commonly 
used by the Mississippi Conference Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. refers to where one sees God 
at work.
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“Way Back When” 

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Galloway Memorial UMC Community Health Advocate Training
Feb. 28, 2015
Galloway Memorial UMC in Jackson, MS will be hosting Community Health Advocate training on Feb. 28 from 9 a.m.-noon.  Galloway 
invites all interested persons the opportunity to be trained as a Community Health Advocates. The University of Mississippi Medical 
Center’s Healthy Linkages and Southern Remedy programs have partnered with many to offer a series of Community Health Advocate 
training programs. Community Health Advocates are lay persons trained to assist individuals and communities in adopting healthy 
behaviors.  Visit www.gallowayumc.org/index.php/2-features/187-cha-training for more information.
 
Meridian District Lay Servant School
March 7, 2015
The deadline to register Lay Servant School is Feb. 20, 2015. The 2012 Book of Discipline changed the name of the ministry to “Lay 
Servant Ministries” in recognition of the broadened scope of leading, caring and communication made in 1992. Certification remains the 
same for the “name.” To become a local lay servant, a candidate must apply, be recommended by the pastor and church council, or by 
the charge conference, and take the Basic Lay Servant Course. Reapplication is required annually along with an approved refresher 

Administry

Protecting Our Churches: 
Create a Safe Environment for Children Background Checks
Ensuring the individuals providing care for children have good intentions 
is important. Conducting background checks for potential employees 
and volunteers can be helpful in the hiring process. These screenings 
can allow for your organization to be aware of any probation, pending 
charges or adjudicated cases that an applicant has been involved in.

Safe Sanctuaries
The General Conference of the United Methodist Church, in 1996, 
adopted a resolution to reduce the risk of abuse of children and youth in 
the church. That commitment by our communities of faith stands today. 
SAFE SANCTUARIES: Reducing the Risk of Abuse in the Church for 
Children and Youth, by Rev. Joy T. Melton, was developed to assist 
annual conferences, local churches, and all ministries of The United 
Methodist Church in developing policies and procedures that will fulfill 
the purpose of this resolution and enhance our ministries with children, 
youth, and those who work with them. The screening and selection of 
new hires, volunteers, and all staff members is a vital element in your plan for protecting those your ministries will serve. To read more, 
visit https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/f2331903-f5f5-4854-a525-525a33f70250.pdf.

?
Can you name this  

Mississippi United Methodist 
clergy person?  

This picture was taken of him 
way back when he graduated 

from seminary.

The answer can be found below,  
after the Methodist Tested Recipe!
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course every three years. To view the brochure go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/fd0fc6e9-72e4-44a9-808c-679417c2b-
ba9.pdf.

 
Senatobia District UMW and UMM Domestic Violence Awareness
March 14, 2015  

This seminar on domestic violence awareness will take place a Hernando United Methodist Church located at 1890 Mt. Pleasant Road 
in Hernando, MS. Ginger Grissom director of Wesley House in Meridian, Lorraine Caddy, director of House of Grace in Southaven, and 
the Desoto County Sheriff Bill Rasco are the speakers. The time is 9:30 a.m. until noon. For more information call Laura Grubbs at 
662-471-1794 or Edna Cave at 662-429-9859.
 
Greenwood District Lay Servant/Lay Speaking School
March 20-21, 2015  

Those interested in participating in “Living, Leading and Developing Laity Fruitfulness,” may register through the Greenwood District 
office. Registration forms will be available through your church or the Greenwood District office, call 662-453-0878. Cost is $50 per 
person. The registration deadline is March 6.

The event will take place at Moore Memorial United Methodist Church, 201 Magnolia Street, Winona, MS.  

Go to https://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/9d6e8542-11a9-457a-9f5c-6e31b4efc274.pdf for more details.
 
Mississippi UMM “Lead Like Jesus” Workshop (CEU)
March 28, 2015
The United Methodist Men of Mississippi sponsors “Lead Like Jesus,” a workshop led by Jim Boesch, deployed staff member of the 
General Commission on United Methodist Men. The event is Saturday, March 28, 2015, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Camp Lake Stephens 
in Oxford, MS. This workshop is for men and women, laity and clergy.  Those seeking CEU credit, this workshop is eligible for .6 
credit. Registration fee is $65. To register, email your name, church, laity or clergy ummenms@gmail.com. To view flyer, go to https://
files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/37bf132d-eff7-4aee-9f5a-db44d2e0c716.pdf.

Saving Sabbath Workshop Retreat
April 18, 2015 

Saving Sabbath is an interactive one-day workshop for children and family ministry leaders dedicated to explore various areas of relax-
ation, reflection and spiritual arts. Practicing Sabbath can be challenging. This event is free to all children and family ministry leaders. 
It will take place at Alta Woods UMC in Jackson, MS. Morning refreshments and lunch are provided. For more information, go to http://
www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/803016.

Announcements:
 
Clergy Spouse Scholarship    
If you are a Mississippi UMC clergy spouse and enrolled in school, you may want to apply for this scholarship!

Since 2002, the Susanna Wesley Memorial Scholarship has helped clergy spouses in the Mississippi Conference working towards a 
college degree. The scholarship is awarded twice per year in the amount of $500, as funds are available.  

The next scholarship will be awarded on April 1, 2015. Please submit your applications to Shannon Potter, scholarship administrator 
at shpotter93@gmail.com before March 1, 2015.

For scholarship application information, go to our clergy spouse website at www.msumcclergyspouses.org. Go to the “forms and files” 
tab. You will find links to the scholarship guidelines and to the application.
 
Nominations Requested for 2015 Tobias Gibson Award
Nominations are now being solicited by the Commission on Archives and History for its annual Tobias Gibson Award. Nominees 
should have made significant contributions to the preservation of the history of Methodism in the Mississippi Conference, 
ideally within the last year. The award nominee must be a living person and able to be present at the 2015 Session of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference to receive the award.  Nominations are due by Wednesday, May 6, 2015. They are to be emailed to commission 
chairperson, Rev. Jerry Williams at jwillms@bellsouth.net or those submitting nominees can call Debra McIntosh, archivist at J.B. 
Cain Archives at 601-974-1077.
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Medical Doctor Needed for Mission Team
A medical doctor is wanted to serve on a medical mission team, July 10-18, 2015. The village is located on the banks of the Amazon 
River in the Peruvian rain forest. If you are a doctor willing to go and serve, please call Senatobia First UMC, 662-562-5214, or call 
Cristen Barnard, 662-609-1246.

Advertise in the Special Annual Conference Edition of The Circuit Rider 
This issue will highlight the events of the 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.
To place an advertisement in the special edition, send emails to  receptionist@mississippi-
umc.org or call 601-354-0515.

Ad placement deadlines:

• Ads requiring design and layout: 3 p.m. Friday, May 22, 2015, email information to recep-
tionist@mississippi-umc.org;
• Camera-Ready Ads (Press Quality PDF): 3 p.m. Wednesday, May 27, 2015, email to recep-
tionist@mississippi-umc.org.

To download the ad specifications and prices, go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/files/file-
share/crspecialedadsizes2015.pdf. 

Please make checks payable to the Mississippi Conference. Checks can be mailed to The 
Mississippi Annual Conference, 320-C Briarwood Drive, Jackson, MS 39206.

Crawfish Pasta  

Reconstitute tomatoes according to package directions; chop and set aside. 
Sauté chopped green onions in Dutch oven or like pan along with frozen tails (do 
not drain off fat). Add tomatoes, artichokes, olives, Alfredo sauce, mushrooms and 
spices (I use garlic powder, salt and pepper). Cook pasta according to directions 
and serve. Parsley, fresh or dried, is a nice garnishment. This is so simple and a real crowd pleaser. You may double or triple recipe and 
it freezes well. French bread and white wine goes well with this dish.

— Jennifer Radzewicz in Recipes and Remembrances published by Natchez Grace UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 pkg. frozen crawfish tails (with fat)
1 pkg. sun-dried tomatoes
3 bunches green onions
1 jar artichoke hearts
2 small cans chopped black olives

1 jar Alfredo sauce 
1 pkg. fresh or 1 large can mushrooms 
1 large box pasta
Desired usage of spices

Answer to “Way Back When”
The person in the photo is Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson, Starkville District superintendent. The photo of Jackson was taken way back in 
1985. Send your throwback images with details to Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Lead Children Ministry at First UMC - Hinesville, GA
• Part-time Youth Director at Pearl UMC - Pearl MS
• Director of Worship Music and Arts at First UMC - Sylacauga, AL
• Director of Children’s Ministries at Porterfield Memorial UMC - Albany, GA

Employment 
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


