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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference
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Missing for a Century

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

The Mississippi Conference is releasing the long lost manuscripts 
of one man's account for Mississippi United Methodism more than a 
century ago. See page 3 to find out where the missing documents 
were discovered and how to purchase the transcriptions.

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfspShare Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

In This Issue
word POWER   2
Bishop’s On the Move   2
Connecting   3
Faith Communities   5
Students  5
Save the Date /  

Announcements   6
Recipe   7
Employment   8

Mississippi Conference
of The United Methodist Church POWER

The
Weof

320-C Briarwood Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39206

601.354.0515 | Fax 601.948.5982
www.mississippi-umc.org

LOVE GENEROSITY JUSTICE APPRENTICESHIP



2

Luke 9:28-43 
New International Version (NIV)
The Transfiguration

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was pray-
ing, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in 
glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his departure,[a] which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter 
and his companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two men standing with him. 33 As the 
men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and 
one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was saying.)

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the 
cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The 
disciples kept this to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen.

Jesus Heals a Demon-Possessed Boy

37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd met him. 38 A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to 
look at my son, for he is my only child. 39 A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the 
mouth. It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him. 40 I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.”

41 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.”

42 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the impure spirit, healed the boy 
and gave him back to his father. 43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God.

word POWER

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 

• Feb. 11-26, 2016 – Bishop Swanson will be away on the Educational Opportunities Tour – Holy Land. 

For more information,  
go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/
special-sunday-one-great-hour-of-sharing-

offering-3769540

For more information, go to   
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016specialcr

Resources for Black History Month (February)
Help your church explore the richness and depth of Black History Month  

with resources from Discipleship Ministries. To read more, go to  
www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/black-history-month-february-2016.
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Tarp and Debris Removal Teams Needed ASAP  
Tornadoes that touched down on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2016 left a path of destruction in the Mississippi communi-
ties Collinsville and Scooba. As early as Wednesday morning, tarp and debris removal teams were needed 
to aid disaster response efforts. Those who would like to help can call the Meridian District disaster response 
coordinator, Mike Sims at 601-479-4995.  

Lost MS Methodism History Captured 
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference   

Photo right: Rosemary Scott Ainsworth and Henry Scott are the donors of the lost manuscripts. A total 
of 635 pages were created from the raw files.

Photo below right:  Bishop James Swanson, Sr. accepts John G. Jones' 'Complete History of Meth-
odism as Connected to the Mississippi Conference' from Rev. Dr. Jerry Williams.

In 2009, one family's generosity provided the Mississippi Conference with the long lost manuscripts of 
volumes three and four of John G. Jones' Complete History of Methodism as Connected to the Missis-
sippi Conference 1799-1869.  The articles were discovered in a garage and later donated to the J.B. 
Cain Archives of Mississippi Methodism at Millsaps College in Jackson, Mississippi.

After several years of digitizing the work, on Monday, Feb. 2, 2016, Bishop James Swanson Sr, epis-
copal leader of the Mississippi Conference, was given the first copy of the complete transcription. The 
Rev. Dr. Jerry Williams, chair of the Mississippi Conference Commission on Archives and History made 
the presentation to Swanson and said he was honored to do so.  Williams also commented on the 
significance of Jones' story. 

"He (Jones) gives those personal accounts that would never make foot notes in regular history books.  
Jones wrote it from the perspective of people he knew and what was actually going on and what I 
always find interesting, the politics of the conference, the connections within that and the great difficulty 
they had, like finding preachers. It just makes our problems look kind of puny today when we really look 
at what they had to do and what they had to work with." 

According to a summary from Debra McIntosh, college archivist at Millsaps, "The publication of vol-
umes III and IV of A Complete History of Methodism as Connected with the Mississippi Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, brings to a close an undertaking that started in 1872 when 
delegates at the Mississippi Annual Conference meeting in Brandon requested that Rev. John Griff-
ing Jones "prepare for publication a complete History of Methodism as connected with the Mississippi 
Conference."

It took Jones four years to complete his writing assignment in 1872, which covered 70 years of confer-
ence history.  After the publication of volume I, 21 years passed before the publication of volume II.  In 
the more than 100 years since then, Mississippi Methodism has anticipated the publication of the last 
two volumes.

To read more on the discovery of the manuscripts and the work to restore Jones' work, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/2453ff31-
8646-4927-a08f-8c65f96d198f.pdf.  

The cost to purchase the book is $49.95 if picked up from the Mississippi Conference office in Jackson.   To have a copy shipped, the cost is 
$53.45.  Copies can also be purchased at the J.B. Cain Archives of Mississippi Methodism at Millsaps College.  Contact Debra McIntosh, col-
lege archivist at mcintdw@millsaps.edu or 601-974-1077.    

March 5 MS Conference Prayer Observance for General Conference 
The Mississippi Conference has accepted The Council of Bishops invitation to participate in continual prayer for the General Conference of 
The United Methodist Church, which meets May 10-20, 2016 in Portland, Oregon.

Each of the annual conferences was asked to host a 24-hour prayer effort with the intent of creating a groundswell of prayer in the days lead-
ing up to the General Conference.  The Mississippi Conference date is Saturday, March 5.

Each of the Mississippi Conference district offices has specific prayer times will be creating their own plans.  People who are interested in 
participating should contact their district office for more information.

Connecting
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Resources for Prayer Observance
• Sample Prayers (http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/c3d32df0-d37c-4d32-82fd-2b2f06b28553.pdf)
• One Hour Prayer Guide (http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/676cc179-7637-470f-86d6-5472070cfffb.pdf)
• Upper Room Letter on Prayer (http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/d224ea22-3dd4-4a1f-8724-f64ac4ec7de0.pdf)
• 60 Days of Prayer (http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/92d2d6cf-06d6-4b3e-91c0-42b23ea49cd3.pdf)

Annual Conference Session Theme and Logo Released  
The Mississippi Conference unveiled the logo for the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference. 
The logo is symbolic to the session's theme Generosity is The POWER of We. The session scripture, 
selected by Bishop James Swanson Sr., is Matthew 10: 5a and 8b (New American Bible, Revised Edition). It 
reads:

"Jesus sent out these twelve after instructing them thus, Without cost you have received; without cost you 
are to give."

Generosity is one of the four core values of the Mississippi Conference. Members and friends of the 
conference can learn more about generosity and the other three core values; love, justice and apprentice-
ship through a series of online lessons led by Bishop Swanson. To access the core four POWER of We 
teachings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe. For all things related to the 2016 Session 
of the Mississippi Annual Conference, visit the Mississippi Conference website (www.mississippi-umc.
org/2016smac).

United Methodist on Program at Legislative  
Breakfast Mississippi Conference Communications
Mississippi Conference leaders were in attendance for the Mississippi Legislative Breakfast 
at First Baptist Church in Jackson, Miss. held on Jan. 28. Bishop James Swanson Sr. led the 
prayer for the legislature and the Mississippi Supreme Court. Also on the program was Rev. 
Emily Sanford of Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church in Jackson. She blessed the 
meal. The photo (seen at right) of Mississippi Conference district superintendents was taken at 
the breakfast. In the picture from left to right: Rev. Andy Ray (Senatobia), Rev. Jimmy Barnes 
(Tupelo), Rev. Embra Jackson (Starkville), Rev. Stephen Cook (West Jackson), Rev. Rusty 
Keen (Meridian) and Rev. Mattie Gibson (Greenwood).

The Importance of Disability Awareness Sunday         
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

United Methodists are asked to observe Disability Awareness Sunday at least once a year. The Rev. Leo Yates Jr. says the Sunday is an 
opportunity to look around to see who is not in worship. In his commentary, Yates shares resources for observances and tells how the church 
can welcome people with disabilities and their families. To read the commentary, go to http://umdisability.blogspot.com/2016/01/disability-
awareness-sunday-leo-yates-jr.html. To follow the Mississippi United Methodist Disability Ministries on facebook, go to www.facebook.
com/MSMethodistDisabilityMinistries/.

New Research: United Methodist Pastors,  
Leaders Ahead of the Tech Game
United Methodist Communications Office of Public Information     

Photo right: Bishop James Swanson Sr. checks for digital updates during the 2014 Session of the Missis-
sippi Annual Conference.

United Methodist pastors and church leaders match or exceed the average U.S. technology adoption rates, 
according to new research from United Methodist Communications.

"The purpose of the United Methodist Emerging Technology Survey was to assess penetration of new types 
of digital communication within the church to aid agency communications and messaging," said Dan Krause, 
chief executive of United Methodist Communications. Krause said the study also helps the agency determine 
interest in training on these new technological opportunities. To read the report, go to www.umc.org/news-
and-media/new-research-united-methodist-pastors-leaders-ahead-of-the-tech-game. 
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Change Coming to General Conference Voting         
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: Committee members vote on proposed legislation during the 2012 United Methodist 
General Conference in Tampa, Florida. In 2016, delegates will be able to use machines to vote in 
legislative committees. Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS

United Methodist leaders are hoping a change coming to the 2016 General Conference will make 
voting easier for delegates. At the urging of the Commission on the Status and Role of Women, 
delegates will use voting machines in legislative committees. Heather Hahn reports the reason 
for the change. To read the story, go to www.umc.org/news-and-media/change-coming-to-
general-conference-voting. 

Students

Plan to Attend M28Camps for Youth  
Photo right: There were 457 youth who attended M28Camps during the 2015 
summer event.

According to Ole Miss Wesley director Rev. Eddie Willis, the last three summers 
Mississippi churches have been the majority of attendees at the M28Camps youth 
conference held at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. Willis said "This youth event 
has turned into a movement with youth, their youth ministers, and chaperones 
wanting deeper teaching through music, Bible study, preaching! Throw in activities 
in the North Carolina Mountains, and you have the perfect summer event!" 

The Rev. Will Rambo of the Orchard UMC  and Rev. Patrick Quinn of Frazer UMC 
will be speaking, challenging students and their leaders to a life of discipleship 
through music, teaching, and activities along the theme "Light Shine Bright."   

Philip Prince, youth minister at Carthage UMC stated, "M28 radiates the presence of the Living God. Our kids feel his presence and 
have been transformed by the Lord's grace because of the worship and teaching found at M28Camps. It is the only camp we will ever 
attend!"  Also, Dr. Maxie Dunnam shared that he was in favor of this event stating, "I am excited about M28Camps. We desperately 
need teaching and community with a 'Wesleyan Accent' for this demographic." 

For more information about M28Camps, visit www.m28camps.com.

Faith Communities

Food Giveaway              
The St. James United Methodist Church in Magnolia, Miss., where Rev. Ethel Hill Magee is the pastor, hosted 
their annual food giveaway last month.  There were 55 families fed. A total of 105 sandwiches, hotdogs and hot 
links were served and each family received a New Testament Bible. "We thank God for the ministry of giving 
back to our community that our members work toward each year," said Magee. 

Diggs Featured in Mississippi Christian Living                
Photo right: Rev. Chris Diggs on the front cover of 'Mississippi Christian Living'

The February 2016 issue of Mississippi Christian Living features United Methodist pastor, Rev. Chris Diggs.  
In the article, Diggs discusses many of his personal experiences on racism, poverty, the call to ministry, 
family and leading an ailing church to debt free status.  Diggs is the pastor of Burns United Methodist 
Church in Oxford, Miss., one of the oldest African American churches in the city.  Go to http://mschristian-
living.com/2016/columns/rev-chris-diggs-living-light/ to read the article by Marilyn Tinnin, courtesy of 
Mississippi Christian Living.
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The Youth are Gathering to Stay Cozy  
By Laura Lea Williams, Mississippi Conference Staff

This year, The Gathering has partnered with Cozy for Christ as their outreach mission project. Cozy for 
Christ is a mission outreach organization that collects coats, blankets, and socks and distributes them to 
homeless people in the Delta. Greg Hazelrig, pastor of Bakers Chapel UMC, Hernando, Miss., stresses 
the importance of this organization and explains that while every homeless person might be on the streets 
for different reasons, they still deserve to see Christ.

"It doesn't matter who the person is, he or she deserves to be shone the love of Christ. That is our mis-
sion," said Hazelrig. He has assisted in developing this mission since 2013, and has seen it evolve from 
donating just coats and blankets to what it is now, an organization that provides hot meals, clothes, and the love of Christ to the home-
less population.

Youths are encouraged to bring new socks when they attend The Gathering, February 26-28 in Jackson, Mississippi. For more informa-
tion on The Gathering, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering.  The offering of socks will be collected on Saturday morning.

Save the Date  |  Announcements

Riley Chapel Lent Services
Feb. 10 - March 24, 2016
Riley Chapel UMC will host a series of Lent Services at Riley UMC, 1107 Church Street, in Gulfport, Miss. Ash Wednesday services, 
Feb. 10, 2016 at 6 p.m. Lent luncheons will be held Feb. 17, Feb. 24, March 2, March 9, and March 16, 2016. Maundy Thursday will be 
March 24, 2016 at 6 p.m. For more information, call, 228-396-1847.
 
Biblical Storytelling
Feb. 13, 2016
You are invited to a Day Apart focused on biblical storytelling Saturday Feb. 13, 2016 at Gray Center in Canton, Miss. Explore biblical 
storytelling as a spiritual discipline. For more information, contact The Center for Ministry at 601-974-1488 or visit www.centerformin-
istry.com.
 
Advocacy Webinar for Clergy and Congregations
Feb. 18, 25, and March 3, 2016 
When Mercy and Justice Meet: Advocacy for Clergy and Congregations
A Webinar led by Katey Zeh \ 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. EST

What does it mean for people of faith to address the root causes of injustice? This three-session course will guide clergy and laity who 
are interested in advocacy through each step of building a dynamic grassroots campaign. The cost is $20 per session and a .5 CEU 
credits available for $17.50. For more details, visit drew.edu/advocacy.

Statewide Wesley
Feb. 19-21, 2016
The 24 Wesley Foundations across Mississippi will join for the annual retreat -- Statewide Wesley, Feb. 19-21, 2016 at Timber Creek 
Camp in Morton, Mississippi. Statewide Wesley provides a great atmosphere for college students to get to know each other better in a 
relaxed setting and enjoy time away from their regular routine to focus on God. Trey Skaggs, youth minister at Columbus First UMC in 
Mississippi, will be the speaker. The Rose Factor from Nashville, Tennessee will be leading worship. The cost is $82 per student, but 
that could be cheaper for those student participants of Wesley Foundation’s that are helping with cost. For more information, contact 
Allyson Willis at 662-231-9929 or awilliscampusministry@gmail.com. 

Hotel Rates for The Gathering 2016: Balancing Act 
Feb. 26-28, 2016
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi to 
celebrate our Lord and Savior. Our commitment is to create a weekend event that is as first-class quality as you could find anywhere 
else in the country, with the best worship teams and communicators. To register and view video from previous events, go to www.
mississippi-umc.org/thegathering. For hotel rates, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/files/fileshare/2016+the+gathering+hotel+li
st.pdf.

Meridian District 2016 Lay Servant School
Feb. 27, 2016
The Meridian District will conduct its 2016 Lay Servant School at College Park UMC on Feb. 27, 2016. Registration is $35 per person. 
To read the event brochure for more details and to register, go to http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/e95ac1a5-01b5-49ae-85f6-
4512cc93bb08.pdf.
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2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 

2016 SEJ Disaster Academy
Feb. 28-March 2
Mark your calendars to attend the 2016 Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church Disaster Academy in Franklin, Tenn. 
Feb. 28 - March 2.

Concert Series
Feb. 28, 2016
Crossgates UMC in Brandon, Miss., will host the first installment of this year's concert series featuring Hinds Community College's 
Chamber Choir (Raymond Campus) on Sunday, Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. Admission is free.  For more information, please e-mail Ben Turner at 
bturner@crossgatesumc.org.

Announcements
Nominations Sought for Awards
The office of connectional ministries seeks to recognize churches, groups and individuals in the Mississippi United Methodist Confer-
ence that are redefining what it means to be light in a dying world. Nominate those who are shining brightly for the following awards: 
Emma Elzy, Tobias Gibson and Harry Denman. To read descriptions for each award and to find out how to submit nominations, go to 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2016awards. The deadline to suggest names is May 1, 2016.

Christmas Tree Donation
Crawford Street UMC in Vicksburg, Miss. has a 12-foot Christmas tree to give away to another church. Anyone interested in having the 
tree, can contact Danielle Warnock at 601-636-0476 and 601-636-5612.

40 Days of Lent: Find Your Own Spiritual Path
During Ash Wednesday services on the first day of Lent, many United Methodist pastors will invite their congregations "to observe a 
holy Lent: by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God's Holy Word" 
(from the United Methodist Book of Worship). While you may be aware of this season leading up to Easter, you may wonder how you 
might "observe a holy Lent." To read more, go to www.umc.org/what-we-believe/40-days-of-lent-find-your-own-spiritual-path.

Calling All Clergywomen of the Mississippi Annual Conference
Save the Date: April 4, 2016
Bishop James Swanson Sr. invites you to join him on April 4, 2016, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  This informal time of conversation with the 
Bishop will be held in the Metro Jackson area.  More details will be announced later. Spread the word!

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Chocolate Almond Velvet          

Combine all ingredients in a large bowl, except almonds. Chill well in refrigerator. 
Also chill mixer beaters. Beat until mixture thickens and mounds. Fold in almonds; 
pour onto container with lid and freeze. When serving, sprinkle with a few slivered 
almonds. This keeps well and is really delicious.                                                 

  — Mildred Dickson, from "Loaves and Fishes, A Collection of Favorites" from St. Paul UMC, Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 (1 lb.) can chocolate syrup
1 (14 oz.) can sweetened  
condensed milk
4 c. whipping cream

1 tsp. vanilla
2/3 c. slivered almonds, toasted



8

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Director of Marketing and Communications at First UMC Gulfport - Gulfport, MS
• Church Office & Finance Manager at First UMC Gulfport - Gulfport, MS
• Part-time Music Director at Trinity UMC Picayune - Picayune, MS
• Youth/Children's Director at First UMC Houston - Houston, MS
• Director of Worship and Music Ministries at Chapelwood UMC - Houston, TX

Employment 

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


