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The Mississippi Conference Four Core Values are love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship. 
For more information, visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thepowerofwe.

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published  Wednesday  |  Jan. 20, 2016

Calling for Prayer

Our Values

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Two church fires in the Meridian District of the Mississippi Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church are being investigated. One 
fire was ruled arson. The structural damage to the other church is 
devastating. The pastors and their congregations are calling on all 
United Methodists to join them in prayer as they recover. Photo by 
Rev. Sidney Luvene. See page 2 to read the article.

Purpose:
 The Mississippi Annual 

Conference—empowered 
by love, generosity, justice 

and apprenticeship—forms 
spiritual leaders, faith 

communities and connections 
so more disciples of Jesus 

Christ transform the world.

Mission:
The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of  the world.

2015 Special Edition  
of The Circuit Rider

Featuring events from the 
2015 annual conference  

sessions is now available  
to view online! Go to:

http://tinyurl.com/q9xnfsp
Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.
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Luke 4:14-21 
New International Version (NIV)
Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him.

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood 
up to read,17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of 
the Lord’s favor.”[a]

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 
He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.

word POWER

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendar to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days. 

• Jan. 19-22, 2016 (Tuesday - Friday) - Bishop Swanson will be the worship speaker during the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction Cabinet Consultation at Epworth By the Sea, St. Simons Island, Georgia.

• Jan. 24, 2016 (Sunday) - Bishop Swanson will be preaching at Trinity UMC, in Gulfport, Miss. at 11 a.m.

• Jan. 30, 2016 (Saturday) - Bishop Swanson will be preaching at Brookhaven First UMC in Brookhaven, Miss.—
Day of Discipleship. (The time will be announced later.)

• Jan. 31, 2016 (Sunday) - Bishop Swanson will be preaching during the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services at Jef-
ferson Street UMC in Natchez, Miss. 

• Feb. 11-26, 2016 – Bishop Swanson will be away on the Educational Opportunities Tour – Holy Land. 

Resources for Celebrating Black History Month in February
For more information, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/resourcesforblackhistorymonth.  

Local UMC Church Fires Being Investigated, One Ruled Arson 
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Investigators believe the fire was set in the pulpit at Tabernacle 
UMC in Meridian, Miss. The church is approximately 130 years old. Photo by 
Rev. Sidney Luvene.

Members of the Mississippi Conference are uniting in prayer following two 
church fires located in the conference’s Meridian District.

The first fire was reported late afternoon on Sunday, Jan. 10, 2016 at Taber-
nacle United Methodist Church in Meridian. Law enforcement is investigating 
that fire as arson. The Rev. Sidney Luvene is the pastor at Tabernacle UMC, 
a predominately African-American congregation. He said the pulpit area in the 
main sanctuary sustained the most damage. A few choir chairs were burned. 
Heavy smoke and heat ruined window blinds and doors at the church. He 
stated he was thankful for firefighters who arrived quickly to prevent additional destruction. 

Connecting
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Photo right: Firefighters worked to put out the fire at Enterprise UMC in 
Enterprise, Miss. that has been in existence some 80 years. Photo courtesy of 
Clarke County Hot Topics.

“There are evil people. I said to the Lord, ‘Have mercy on whoever it was. I still 
I plan to serve you. I plan to continue to preach your word and teach your word 
and spread the good news.’ I will not let this hamper or stop anything,” said 
Luvene who has been the pastor at Tabernacle UMC since June 2015.

About 30 miles away, in the town of Enterprise, the second church fire oc-
curred on Tuesday, January 12.   The Rev. Charles Waddell recalled a fire-
fighter knocking on his door to tell him Enterprise United Methodist Church -- 
where he’s served since June 2011 -- was fully engulfed by fire. According to Waddell, a preliminary report revealed the fire may have started 
from wiring in a heating area.

Word about the fires was heartbreaking for Mississippi Conference members like Elsie Williams of Concord UMC. She stated, “Anytime we 
lose a church it is devastating...However, the people are what makes the church, not the building. May God bless each person going through 
all these trials.”

Fortunately, there were no injuries in either of the fires.

Case Management Training Underway
By Tamica Smith Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Meet the Mississippi Conference case management trainees: 
Amanda Dollar, Tracy Luna, Jessie Cambell, Liz Johnson, Glossie Richards, 
Mary Sharkey, Teresa Anthony, Brackin Dawson, Jo Elliott, Mellie Jordan 
(coordinator) and Sue Rowland. (Not pictured: Jessie Terry, Cindy Hearn and 
Barry Hobson.) 

Photo below right: Christy Smith with United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) led case management training in Mississippi. She reminded 
participants that their role was to help survivors “adjust to their new normal.”

Photo below left: The tornado that touched down in Holly Springs, Miss., 
destroyed this home along Highway 7. The picture was taken nearly one 
month after the twister.

This week a small group is in Holly Springs, Miss. participating in case management training led by United 
Methodists. They are learning how to provide assistance to the communities impacted by an outbreak of 
severe weather that occurred Dec. 23-28, 2015. Holly Springs, located in Marshall County, was hit by a 
deadly tornado that caused widespread damage in the county and in Tippah and Benton counties. 

Among those viewing the aftermath, in the early hours following the storms, was Rev. David Cumbest, 
the Mississippi Conference disaster coordinator and Mellie Jordan, Mississippi Conference disaster case 
manager coordinator. Jordan said what she saw reminded her of the twister nearly two years earlier that 
devastated the Winston County city Louisville where she lives. Unsurprisingly, Jordan was troubled by the 
recent devastation. 

“It is heartbreaking. I can empathize with the people...that flood of emotions of what it felt like when it hap-
pened to us and then I was also feeling a calling or a need to be there so that we can offer hope to people 
who don’t know what they are going to do to recover,” said Jordan.

Thanks to United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) people who are trying to recover, (particularly 
those uninsured and underinsured) the 
case management trainees will be able to 
offer them guidance around recovery. UMCOR is leading case management 
training in Mississippi. Its philosophy of care presents a holistic plan for recov-
ery that addresses physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of the survivor.

The trainees are typically locals from the affected communities. After comple-
tion of the case management exercise, participants will hit ground organizing 
teams in their designated communities to focus on recovery.    

The training site is at Asbury United Methodist Church in Holly Springs. Any-
one who would like more information about future case management training 
in Mississippi can contact Mellie Jordan at 662-736-6362 or mellie.jordan@
gmail.com.
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Mississippians affected by the storms are urged to register for federal assistance.  To visit the Mississippi Emergency Management website for 
more information, go to http://tinyurl.com/hq78y4m.   

The Mississippi Conference remains faithful to long-term disaster recovery.    

Bishop Morris Dead at 78       
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Bishop William Wesley Morris, who served as bishop of the Alabama-West Florida and 
the Nashville (Tennessee) episcopal areas, died Jan. 14 of a heart attack. He was 78. Go 
to www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishop-morris-dead-at-78  to read more about his 
life in a report by Sam Hodges.

Annual Letter to Martin Luther King Jr.         
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: Detail of the sculpture of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in Washington, DC. 
UMNS photo by Maile Bradfield.

Retired United Methodist Bishop Woodie W. White reflects on the worsening racial 
climate in the U.S. in his annual “birthday letter” to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. White 
writes about how xenophobia, nativism and even religious intolerance have been added 
to the struggle against racism. Interpreter magazine published the letter. To read the 
full letter, go to www.interpretermagazine.org/topics/a-letter-to-martin-luther-king-
jr1-2016.

Global Ministries to ‘Break Ground’ at Atlanta Church  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)    

As the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries prepares for its new home in Atlanta, a groundbreaking ceremony is set for 2 p.m. Jan. 19, 
at Grace United Methodist Church. In a press release, Thomas Kemper, the mission agency’s top executive, called the ceremony an opportu-
nity for “breaking open new spaces for innovation and collaboration, deepening relationships with the church in Atlanta and embarking in new 
partnerships with our neighbors and local communities.” The move from New York is planned this fall. Read the press release here:
www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2016/january/0114gmbreaksnewground.

Students

Worship Band Member Heads to ‘American Idol’  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)    

Most Saturday evenings, 15-year-old Isaac Cole McNany, pictured in photo at right, 
can be found playing and singing in the band at the God’s Country service at First 
United Methodist Church in Butler, Pennsylvania. He’s hoping to perform before a 
much larger audience this season on “American Idol.” Leslie Uriss Spehar of the 
Western Pennsylvania Conference has the story.  Visit www.wpaumc.org/newsde-
tail/umc-worship-band-member-on-american-idol-3582482 to read the story.

Faith Communities

Edwards Street Fellowship Health Clinic Dedicated              
Photo right: Visitors viewed displays and a video about the new Edwards Street Fel-
lowship Health Clinic, as well as toured the food pantry and the new building. Photo 
courtesy of Edwards Street Fellowship Center.

The Edwards Street Fellowship Center in Hattiesburg, Miss. recently dedicated a 
health clinic for people who qualify for service. The Fellowship Health Clinic is a 
nonprofit organization whose mission is to marshal volunteer lay and professional 
resources, to provide high quality medical, dental and pharmaceutical care at no 
cost to eligible uninsured and underinsured residents of Forrest and Lamar counties 
in Mississippi. Click here to the story about the clinic from the Hattiesburg American 
newspaper. 
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

Sabbath Rest
Jan. 22-23, 2016
The winter retreat, Sabbath Rest, at the Jubilee Center in D’Iberville, Mississippi is Jan. 22-23. This retreat is for pastors, staff and 
those who need rest.  Those needing CEUs will receive one CEU for full participation. The deadline to register for this event is January 
10. For more information, call 228-392-4288 or email jubileecenter@cableone.net. To read the brochure for this event, go to http://
files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/9caa1ef7-68c5-4794-bc1a-6f70a1b5afd3.pdf. 

First Gulfport UMC Arts Under the Dome
Jan. 23, 2016
First Gulfport UMC’s Arts Under The Dome will feature an exciting repertoire of world music favorites when Festival of Four takes the 
stage on Saturday, Jan. 23 at 7 p.m. with Grammy-nominated flutist Viviana Guzman, classical guitarist Richard Patterson, flamenco 
guitarist Guillermo Rios, and the celebrated prolific guitarist Stevan Pasero. For more information, visit www.arts.fumc-gulfport.org.

SENDING: A Missions Conference
Jan. 30-31, 2016
Amory First UMC will host SENDING: A Missions Conference Jan. 30-31, 2016. Andy Adkison, pastor of preaching and vision at Im-
manuel Church in Birmingham, Ala. will lead the conference sharing the effective missional strategy of Immanuel Church. The registra-
tion cost is $15 and will cover lunch on Saturday, refreshments both days, and other resources. For more information and to register, 
visit http://fumcamory.org/sending-conference.
 
Clergy Leadership Conference
Feb. 1-3, 2016
Registration is now open for the Clergy Leadership Conference “Reading for Dear Life:  The Gospel of John” with Dr. Jaime Clark-Soles 
from Perkins School of Theology and Dr. Gerald Liu from Drew Theological School. This conference is for Mississippi United Method-
ist clergy, interested lay persons, and pastors of other denominations. For more information visit http://tinyurl.com/nhkzsmp. For full 
participation receive 1.5 CEU credit.
 
Advocacy Webinar for Clergy and Congregations
Feb. 18, 25, and March 3, 2016 
When Mercy and Justice Meet: Advocacy for Clergy and Congregations
A Webinar led by Katey Zeh \ 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. EST

What does it mean for people of faith to address the root causes of injustice? This three-session course will guide clergy and laity who 
are interested in advocacy through each step of building a dynamic grassroots campaign. The cost is $20 per session and a .5 CEU 
credits available for $17.50. For more details, visit drew.edu/advocacy.

Statewide Wesley
Feb. 19-21, 2016
The 24 Wesley Foundations across Mississippi will join for the annual retreat -- Statewide Wesley, Feb. 19-21, 2016 at Timber Creek 
Camp in Morton, Mississippi. Statewide Wesley provides a great atmosphere for college students to get to know each other better in a 
relaxed setting and enjoy time away from their regular routine to focus on God. Trey Skaggs, youth minister at Columbus First UMC in 
Mississippi, will be the speaker. The Rose Factor from Nashville, Tennessee will be leading worship. The cost is $82 per student, but 
that could be cheaper for those student participants of Wesley Foundation’s that are helping with cost. For more information, contact 
Allyson Willis at 662-231-9929 or awilliscampusministry@gmail.com. 

Hotel Rates for The Gathering 2016: Balancing Act 
Feb. 26-28, 2016
The vision behind The Gathering is to create a high energy weekend conference for students to gather from all over the Mississippi to 
celebrate our Lord and Savior. Our commitment is to create a weekend event that is as first-class quality as you could find anywhere 
else in the country, with the best worship teams and communicators. To register and view video from previous events, go to www.
mississippi-umc.org/thegathering. For hotel rates, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/files/fileshare/2016+the+gathering+hotel+li
st.pdf.

2016 SEJ Disaster Academy
Feb. 28-March 2
Mark your calendars to attend the 2016 Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church Disaster Academy in Franklin, Tenn. 
Feb. 28 - March 2.
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2016 Annual Conference Session Dates Set
 Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. announces the 2016 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference  

will be June 9-11, 2016. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2016. 

Announcements
Use App to Mark Christian Unity Week - Jan. 18-25
Material for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, observed Jan. 18-25, is available for the first time on smartphones, computers and 
tablets. The World Council of Churches is collaborating with YouVersion, developer of the “Bible App,” on the free, digital format avail-
able in English, French, Spanish, German and Portuguese. For more information, visit http://tinyurl.com/zw6uloz.

UMVIM, SEJ Intern Position
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission Southeastern Jurisdiction is accepting applications for its summer internship program.  Appli-
cants must be at least age18 to apply. The deadline to submit applications is Friday, Feb. 26, 2016.  For more information and to apply, 
download: http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/8bc9b336-4ac0-4431-ad20-4d83c43501c3.pdf.

General Board of Church and Society Internship Program
The General Board of Church and Society (GBCS) is accepting applications for its winter/spring internship program. Applicants must be 
18 years of age. For more information download: http://files.ctctcdn.com/c6cffd0c001/861882a1-01ba-4127-8f92-03f943060f9c.pdf.

Calling All Clergywomen of the Mississippi Annual Conference
Save the Date: April 4, 2016
Bishop James Swanson Sr. invites you to join him on April 4, 2016, 9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  This informal time of conversation with the 
Bishop will be held in the Metro Jackson area.  More details will be announced later. Spread the word!

UMC Events
Visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events to see more educational opportunities and other upcoming 
events in the life of The United Methodist Church.  

Fisherman’s Wharf Flounder Blenville          

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Put fillet in backing dish; sprinkle with seafood  
seasoning and a pinch of dried basil. Cover fillet with onion and bell pepper.  
Add diced tomato and olives. Cook in very hot oven for 15 to 20 minutes until  
fillet is white and flaky.                                                 

  — By Jackie Aldrich in "Loaves and Fishes" published by Ocean Springs St. Paul UMC

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 (8 to 12 oz.) flounder fillet
Seafood seasoning
Dried basil
1/3 julienned onion

1/3 c. bell pepper strips
1/3 c. diced fresh tomato
1 T. sliced ripe olives

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• General Secretary at Discipleship Ministries - Nashville, TN
• Financial Administrator at Parkway Heights UMC - Hattiesburg, MS
• Regional Office Program Coordinator at Society of St. Andrew - Jackson, MS (vicinity)
• Youth Pastor at First UMC - Demopolis, AL
• Full-time Director of Student of Ministries at Wesley Memorial UMC - High Points, NC

Employment 
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC—the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app—is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets. MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest confer-
ence events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents users with a unique opportunity to interact with the 
conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies and posting comments via facebook and twitter. 
Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact information and even directions from the user’s current 
location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.


