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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Published Wednesday  |  January 7, 2015

Volunteers in Mission

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

Teams of United Methodist volunteers continue to support those in 
the path of recent tornadoes in Mississippi. From the roof tops of 
homes, to feeding storm survivors, the disaster ministry is reach-
ing the most vulnerable. To read about how volunteers are serving 
the communities in need, see story on page 3.

Purpose: The Mississippi Annual Conference— 
empowered by love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship—forms 

spiritual leaders, faith communities and connections so more  
disciples of Jesus Christ transform the world.

The mission of the Mississippi 
Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/20142015
msconferenceappointments

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2014
annualconferencespecialeditio
nofthecircuitrider

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.
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Mark 1:4-11
New International Version (NIV)
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was 
his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I 
baptize you with[a] water, but he will baptize you with[b] the Holy Spirit.”

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the 
water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
Dear Mississippi United Methodists,
Students today are under so much change in their lives. The world is sending message after message that 
tells them if they want to be valued and accepted, then they must change: change who they are, change what 
they believe and even change God’s direction for their lives.

The truth is, there is only one kind of change they need, the kind that leads a dark world into the light of Jesus 
Christ. In this new year, we can be helpful in guiding them in that direction.

I want to strongly encourage all of you to send your youth to The Gathering conference February 27-March 1, 
2015. The theme this year is “Change.”

Last year, over 800 Mississippi United Methodist youth joined together to be part of this event. Our youth divi-
sion of the Mississippi Annual Conference is committed to striving for excellence. We envision a day where 
5,000 students are celebrating the Lord together. The communicators for the 2015 event are Rev. Will Rambo 
and me, your bishop. Steve Fee Band will be leading worship, Big Al will provide rap entertainment and Remote Kontrol, a step group, 
will be preforming. Finally, Amena Brown one of the most decorated spoken word artists will be with us. I would love to see all our 
churches in the conference send their students to this flagship youth event of the Mississippi Annual Conference.

Yours in Christ, 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr.

Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/thegathering for more information about The Gathering.

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• January 18, 2015 (Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker during the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. birthday celebration at Tupelo Middle School in Tupelo, 
Mississippi.  The program starts at 2:30 p.m.

• January 22, 2015 (Thursday) 
Bishop Swanson will participate in a panel discussion during an event titled “Light the Fire! 2015: Divine Healing” in Naples, Florida.  
The event time is 2:30 p.m. -4:00 p.m. Swanson will also officiate a healing service starting at 4:15 p.m.

• January 30-31, 2015 (Friday-Saturday)             
Bishop Swanson will be speaking during the Louisiana United Methodist Men Conference at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, Louisi-
ana.  He will speak at 7:30 p.m. on January 30 and at 9:15 a.m. on January 31.  

• February 4, 2015 (Wednesday) 
Bishop Swanson will attend the Clergy Leadership Conference at St. Mark’s UMC in Brandon.  He will lead the closing communion.  
(The time will be shared later.)  
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Mississippi UM Tornado Relief Underway  
Register to Attend Disaster Academy
Photo right: The Missouri Annual Conference disaster team pictured in 
Columbia, Mississippi.

Photo below right: Columbia First UMC members prepared meals to go 
out to survivors.  Over 200 meals have been prepared since the day of the 
storm.

Mississippi United Methodists are working closely with community lead-
ers to help those impacted by recent tornadoes. Twisters struck one day 
before Christmas Eve 2014 in Columbia and again, two weeks later, in 
Lauderdale County. Prayer over the situation was the first call to action fol-
lowed by Early Response Teams from the Mississippi Annual Conference 
who helped put tarps on homes. Columbia was hit the hardest with federal 
emergency management reporting almost 60 homes destroyed and over 
100 homes affected with major or minor impact.  

On the day after Christmas a load of 100 clean-up buckets, 600 health kits, and 13 tarps were delivered to Columbia from the Missis-
sippi Disaster Response Depot in Saucier. Local volunteers unloaded the supplies at Columbia First UMC for distribution to the whole 
community through the assistance of Rev. Keith Gaughf, Rev. Selber 
McShelbert, and Rev. Greg Pittman and the churches they serve.  Gaughf 
of Columbia First UMC, took time to even instruct fellow Columbia resi-
dents with the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) roof tarping 
process.

The call for volunteers extended beyond Mississippi, with United Method-
ists traveling from as far as Missouri to join the disaster response ministry. 
Volunteers were also needed to assist with manning a donation center, for 
data entry, and to work on water lines and pumps.  

Pictures from the Columbia storm damage are on the conference facebook 
page, The Mississippi United Methodist Conference – 
www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.760796833968657.1073741847.4
36491529732524&type=1.  

This current disaster response comes as the Mississippi Conference is preparing to host the Southeastern Jurisdiction Disaster Acad-
emy alongside the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) February 
23-25, 2015, at Seashore Assembly in Biloxi.  

There are currently 86 people from 13 states registered for the disaster academy. Anyone interested in attending can visit www.
mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/449200 for more information. Pre-registration is required to participate.  

To find out how you can give the gift of time or money to support United Methodist disaster response, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/
disasterresponse. 
 

Human Trafficking Awareness Day January 11
Wesley House Planning Crisis Hotline
Ginger Grissom, photo right, executive director of Wesley House Community Center Inc., in Meridian, 
Mississippi, gives a compelling account on where they are in the fight against human trafficking. She 
writes about why revealing some of their service numbers can do harm, the impact of TV programming 
on trafficking, and the agency’s “Glory Sighting.” This is where they see God at work in their ministry. The 
Wesley House Community Center Inc. is supported by the Mississippi Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church and the United Methodist Women.

The most misunderstood and under reported crime of violence is the brutal act of human trafficking. Col-
lecting statistics on human trafficking-the illegal trading of human beings for commercial sexual exploita-
tion or forced labor-is particularly difficult because of the hidden nature of trafficking activities. Although 
the majority of labor trafficking victims are undocumented or qualified aliens, the majority of sex trafficking 
victims in the U.S. are U.S. citizens as reported by the National Center for Victims of Crime.The specific 

Connecting
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number of victims over the last two years is hard to determine due to the fact that victims are non-self-identifying. Both females and 
males of all ages can be victims of trafficking. This crime has no boundaries. They can be of all ages, all different income levels and 
from all racial and religious backgrounds. The primary type of victim that has been served has been sex trafficking victims.  

Getting people to understand the importance of reporting this crime is one of the hardest areas to conquer. This includes law enforce-
ment officials, partnering agencies, faith groups and the general public. Many fear reporting the crime due to the public’s reaction and 
the shame it brings to them. Trafficking invades victim’s lives causing terror and humiliation which often causes women to carry an 
unwarranted shame that may accompany the stigma connected with prostitution and trafficking. More education is needed for the com-
munity to have accurate views of the trafficked persons as victims of violent crime. 

The biggest problem in the local area is the lack of knowledge of the scope and scale of the human trafficking issue. Human trafficking 
is running a very close second to drug trafficking and is on its way to becoming the top organized type of crime in the world. Because 
of the serious and dangerous implications, Wesley House educates, trains, and can act as a source of referral for victims, but will never 
divulge who, what or how many and from what area our dealings are. This is 
to protect the staff and occupants of Wesley House, as well as the victims. 
Victims are non-self-identifying which requires specialized training to identify, 
assess and treat victims of human trafficking. This training would be required 
by law enforcement, medical professionals, counselors, partnering agencies, 
staff, legal professionals and other specialized personnel. Currently, victims 
of human trafficking are not open to being a part of any platform that will bring 
attention to them, individually.... however, we can tell some of their stories. 
Individuals and their families, in many cases, are in danger unless handled 
discretely and by professionally trained caregivers. Confidentiality is of the 
utmost importance when dealing with any victims of violence or crime.

Wesley House provides a clearing house for East Mississippi and West 
Alabama to ensure there is no duplication of services. Wesley House already 
provides a comprehensive service model which includes a wide variety of 
services that victims of human trafficking often need in order to address their 
needs for safety, security, and healing. The gaps in services are minimal except for the provision of sheltering victims of human traffick-
ing. A partnership is in work to be able to provide that as well, given the funding opportunities.  

There have been a number of television programs recently that have addressed the human trafficking issue. We have seen that these 
television programs that address human trafficking have raised awareness and sparked some interest from a human drama perspective 
nationwide, but the stigma still exists that this happens to “other” people’s children, (mainly in foreign countries that live in poverty). To 
most Americans, it is interesting to talk about, but not registering as a real threat. From our recent experience, most people in the south-
east United States, especially here in Mississippi, do not see human trafficking as a real threat to our children and youth. Since the vic-
tims of human trafficking are frequently found in our jails and youth courts, they are not recognized as “victims,” but rather as criminals.  

The criminals that deal in human trafficking are getting more sophisticated and using technology, social media, organized crime syn-
dicates and other global networking elements to lure victims to serve as sex slaves, forced labor and other occupations that require 
human “cattle.” It is incredibly profitable for the criminals and they will go to extreme lengths to evade law enforcement and gather more 
and more victims to make a profit.  

To prevent the spread of human trafficking, we need to work together to keep people from being victims of human trafficking. In order to 
do this, it comes down to one word, EDUCATION. This includes education and training of law enforcement, judiciary, medical profes-
sionals, advocates, educators, and clergy in all of our communities! Wesley House Community Center, Inc. is currently serving counties 
across the state of Mississippi, and is fully accredited by the Better Business Bureau as the 43rd nonprofit in our state to achieve this 
status. As I have said before, Wesley House seeks legitimate “need” first, then, we seek the dollars to support it. Currently, we have not 
had financial support for the work that we are doing in this area, but God is opening many doors through partnerships, which enable 
us to work together to fight human trafficking and victimization of children and families, vulnerable adults and the elderly. Would we ap-
preciate funding, or sponsors? YES. But, with or without money, we will continue to do our best in serving those in need, whatever that 
might be, and to share the love of Jesus Christ as we work together for justice for all.

This is an outstanding day for The United Methodist Church! It is one in which decades of “blinders” are being taken off and eyes are 
opening to information through training opportunities. It means so much to those of us in the trenches, that our conference “gets it” and 
is allowing Wesley House to come into your areas, and train clergy and congregations about how to better serve victims of crime, as 
well as their abusers! To cap this article off, I would like to share the following “Glory Sighting.”

Wesley House is taking the Family Justice Center to another level by taking on a “crisis and referral” hotline! This will be a number 
available to people in our service areas across the state of Mississippi and we will have the wherewithal to patch people through to a 
resource in their area! It will run the gambit. We will receive calls that could range anywhere from suicide to someone who needs an 
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emergency taxi cab. I will share more information as we move further along, but this will be a means of assisting hurting people across 
our state and uniting us in mission! God is in the midst.  Please continue to allow us to come in to speak with your clergy, staff and your 
congregation.  

For more information about Wesley House Community Center Inc., go to www.wesleyhousemeridian.org/.

National Human Trafficking Awareness Day is observed annually on the 11 day of January.  This day originated in 2011 through Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s declaration of January as National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. 
 

2015 MS Annual Conference Session Info Link   
The 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference information page is active on the Mississippi Conference website (www.
mississippi-umc.org) under connectional ministries.  Click the links below for information on hotels, special meals, pre-conference 
workshops and the lay delegate election process for 2016 General Conference. Remember to check the website frequently. Information 
will be updated as details are finalized.

Quick Links Available Now
• Hotels: www.mississippi-umc.org/2015hotels
• Special meals: www.mississippi-umc.org/2015specialmeals
• Pre-conference workshops: www.mississippi-umc.org/preconferenceworkshops
• Lay delegate election process for 2016 General Conference: www.mississippi-umc.org/laydel

The 2015 Session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will take place in the Jackson Convention Complex (JCC) from Thursday, 
June 4 through Saturday, June 6, 2015. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Wednesday, June 3, 2015. The JCC is located at 
105 E. Pascagoula Street in Jackson, Mississippi.  

Celebrating Mission Grants
Sewing Grace Ministry, Magee First UMC    
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist

Photo right: One Honduran girl is seen with a dress that was made by a member of 
the Sewing Grace Ministry.

Photo below right: Suzy Thames is making a girls dress while Cash sits nearby to 
keep her company.

“The little dresses were a hit.  In three days we saw 2,500 people, lots of boys and 
men, so the t-shirts went fast.” The quote from Melanie Black is one of many shared 
in a witness report from the Sewing Grace Ministry of Magee First UMC to the Missis-
sippi Annual Conference.  Black is part of their Honduran Missions Team.

Sewing Grace Ministry is a service ministry hosted by the Sanctuary Choir at Magee 
First UMC.  Their prayerful purpose is to provide serviceable little dresses, t-shirts and 
baby blankets for grateful children in the Honduras mission field. The ministry’s vision 
is that by distributing new articles of clothing to the children of Honduras, they are 
actively spreading Christian love and Christian hope to ‘the least of these.’

Last summer, Sewing Grace Ministry was able to increase their giving in Honduras thanks to the Mississippi Conference Mission 
Grants.  These matching grants are available to United Methodist churches and United Methodist sponsored or related agencies.  Sew-
ing Grace Ministry requested and received a $1,200 grant giving them a total of $2,400 
for the project.  The grant was possible thanks to the generosity of Mississippi United 
Methodists.

The funds paid for fabric, thread, wholesale purchase of t-shirts and blankets.  In the 
end, Sewing Grace Ministry delivered 1,000 boys t-shirts, 600 blankets for infants and 
1,000 handmade dresses for girls in Honduras.

One partner of Sewing Grace Ministry living in Honduras, Marina Calderon, a pas-
tor, has sent the ministry several pictures of the children in the clothes and blankets. 
In the witness report, Calderon is quoted -- “I hope this will be a blessing for you and 
your team and specifically for the ladies that take time to make the dresses; please tell 
them we love them...”

Mission Grants are awarded to form spiritual leaders, new places for new people, 
connections through existing congregations and engagement in ministry with the poor; 
therefore, living out the four Core Values of The POWER of We.

Need to strengthen or start a ministry? Follow The Circuit Rider for details on how to apply for the annual Mission Grants in the fall.
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Just Resolution Achieved in Complaint Process  
From Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops 

Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky, President of the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops, announced that a just resolution has been 
reached regarding a complaint against Bishop Melvin G. Talbert. “I am pleased to share that everyone involved in this process engaged 
fully in the search for a just resolution. They exhibited high regard and respect for one another, for the Church, and for Christ’s life-
giving mission to the world. All parties agree to the terms of the resolution and have agreed to make the Joint Resolution Agreement 
public in its entirety.” Go to www.mountainskyumc.org/mountain-sky-outlook to read Bishop Stanovsky’s statement. To read the 
media release from the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops, visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/just-resolution-achieved-in-
complaint-process. 
 

Bishop Job, Author of ‘Three Simple Rules,’ Dead at 86  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

Retired Bishop Rueben P. Job, photo right, died at his home surrounded 
by family on January 3, 2015.  He leaves a legacy of more than 20 books 
including, “Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living.” Kathy L. Gil-
bert shares this remembrance. Go to www.mississippi-umc.org/news-
detail/662399 to read her report.

The resident bishop to the Mississippi Area of The United Methodist 
Church, Bishop James E. Swanson Sr., expressed his thoughts on Job’s 
passing.  

“When I spoke to him and received my personal copy of the ‘Three Simple 
Rules’ from him at Lake Junaluska, it is as if I received his smile, his words 
and his presence and they have departed from me. He was and will con-
tinue to be a spiritual blessing to me and our United Methodist Church. Thank you God, for Reuben Job,” said Swanson.  

Visitation will be held from 10:00 a.m. to noon (CST) on Saturday, January 17, at Belmont United Methodist Church in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. The memorial service will take place at 2:00 p.m., (CST) Sunday, January 18, in Belmont’s sanctuary.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that gifts be made to Belmont United Methodist Church, P. O. Box 120098, Nashville, TN 37212, or to 
the Rueben Job Scholarship Fund at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, 2121 Sheridan Road, Evanston, IL 6021.  
 

Global Ministries Year in Review  
The General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) is the global mission agency of The United Methodist Church, its annual conferences, 
missionary conferences, and local congregations. Go to http://vimeo.com/114908135 for a comprehensive look at the work of Global 
Ministries in 2014. To read more about the purpose, vision, and goals of GBGM, visit www.umcmission.org/Learn-About-Us/About-
Global-Ministries.

Faith Communities

St. James UMC Receives Grant 
From the Starkville District Newsletter

Photo right: Starkville District superintendent Dr. Embra Jackson presents Rev. 
Brenda McCaskill with a grant for continuing ministry.  

St. James United Methodist Church recently received a grant from the Mississippi 
Revitalization Committee to assist this historic church in continuing its ministry in the 
Columbus area and around the world.

Starkville District superintendent Dr. Embra Jackson was excited about the grant, to-
taling over $13,000 for St. James UMC ministries. The grant is to be used to help the 
church construct an electronic sign that will assist with publicizing the church and its 
many outreach ministries, including their hot dog ministry, food pantry, clothes closet 
and evangelical community outreach. 

“I am so very pleased and excited that St. James United Methodist Church in Colum-
bus has received this grant from the Mississippi Annual Conference Revitalization 
Committee to assist them in expanding their ministry to their local community,” Jackson said.
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Administry

Protecting Our Churches: Space Heater Safety         
Mississippi Conference Consultant, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management Services

Some congregations may choose to use portable space heaters to assist in warming parts of their church facili-
ties. These units, however, can present serious fire hazards, whether they are used in a church or home setting. 
In 2010, U.S. fire departments responded to more than 57,000 home structure fires that involved heating equip-
ment. These resulted in:

• 490 deaths
• 1,530 injuries
• $1.1 billion in direct property damage
• Between 2006 and 2010, 80 percent of home heating fire deaths involved stationary or portable space heat-
ers.

What To Look For

Regardless of whether a space heater is used in the home or church, the following are certain features to look 
for that will help ensure its safe operation: Continue reading by downloading: 
http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-2070/Protecting+Our+Church
es+Space+Heater+Safety+January+2014.pdf.

Way Back When Wednesday

The St. James church has been an anchor in the Columbus community since 1870. As an anchor church, St. James has been involved 
in assisting the needs of many people in the community and around the world through providing a haven where physical, emotional, 
social and spiritual needs are being met.

St. James has been led by great spiritual leaders, (both lay and clergy) who have been instrumental in this church becoming a place 
where the word of God is not only preached on Sunday, but where the love of God is shown to all persons. The church is currently 
engaged in many outreach ministries providing much needed help to the youth, and senior citizens in the area.

 The funds for this grant were made possible through contributions from the local churches to the annual conference Mission Fair 
Shares (apportionments). Jackson said “we strongly encourage each church to pay their Mission Fair shares so that we can continue to 
see the ministry of The United Methodist Church at work in the world and in our local communities!”

?
Can you name this  

Mississippi United Methodist 
clergy person pictured in  

the photo?
(Taken way back in 1974!)

The answer can be found   
after the Methodist Tested Recipe!

Save the Date  |  Announcements

2015 World Religions Adult Course 
January 9-10 | January 15 - April 30
Sacred Paths:  Modern Explorations in the World of Religions

Religion has been labeled “the most powerful social force on the planet,” yet so few people study it, and it’s hard to say just what it is.  
Is it good or bad? Real or a joke? Should it be a personal matter or a public social one? And how does religion relate to other social 
realities, such as government, culture, and sex?
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Using a variety of effective methods, in this course, participants will experience and learn about a multiplicity of religions, engage mul-
tiple ways of studying religion, and consider the multifaceted nature of religious systems.  And, importantly, we’ll have fun doing so.

Sacred Paths: Modern Explorations in the World of Religions will begin January 9-10 with a retreat on campus. Thereafter, weekly 
meetings will be held on Thursday, January 15 - April 30.  Each session begins at 10:00 a.m. and concludes at 1:00 p.m.  Coffee and 
snacks will be available during each class.

Dr. James E. Bowley, professor and chair of Religious Studies at Millsaps, will be leading the discussions for the class.  Bowley believes 
that he gets to teach about the most fascinating things on the planet and to spend time with the most interesting students, including 
those in his “World Religions and How to Study Them” class that he has instructed for many years.

This course is a noncredit offering of Millsaps College and carries no academic credit; however, there are rigorous requirements of 
reading and informal reflection writing during the semester.  The fee for participating is $800.
For further information, contact Dr. Nola Gibson at gibsonk@millsaps.edu or 601.974.1130. Seminar enrollment is limited.
 
First UMC Gulfport -- Town Mountain Brings Bluegrass to Arts Under the Dome
January 10, 2015
Gulfport concert series Arts Under The Dome will give the stage to fast rising Asheville, North Carolina bluegrass 
band, Town Mountain, on Saturday, January 10 at 7:00 p.m. The band’s high-energy and hard-driving bluegrass 
sound, tight harmonies and stellar in-house songwriting have become their trademark. In 2013, Town Mountain 
received two Momentum Awards from the International Bluegrass Music Association (Band of the Year and Vocal-
ist of the Year), followed by a nomination in 2014 for Emerging Artist of the Year.

Tickets are $15.00 adults and $10.00 students, available at the door or purchased in advance. For more informa-
tion, call 228.863.0047.

Arts Under The Dome is the long-running concert series offered by First United Methodist Church in downtown 
Gulfport.  The series was started in 1992 as an outreach to the community.
 
MS United Methodists Encouraged to Attend UMVIM Meeting in January 
January 17, 2015
The Foundery at Galloway United Methodist Church is hosting a gathering of United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) from 
10:00 a.m. to noon on January 17, 2015. Galloway UMC is located at 305 N. Congress Street in Jackson. All Mississippi United 
Methodists are invited to meet in a space that once housed the offices of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference and is now the 
home of Grace Place, a ministry of outreach to the Jackson community. Those in attendance will hear local and international disaster 
response reports from missions. UMVIM team leader training using the revised handbook will be offered following the meeting. 
For more information, contact Rev. David Newton, Mississippi UMVIM coordinator at umvim@mississippi-umc.org.
 
Human Relations Day 
January 18, 2015  

Human Relations Day is January 18, 2015.  One of United Methodism’s six church-wide Special Sun-
days with offerings, Human Relations Day calls United Methodists to extend a helping hand to those 
in crisis so they can overcome formidable obstacles. The offering supports Community Developers, 
United Voluntary Services and Youth Offender Rehabilitation programs.  
A collection of resources have been assembled to download and use in the local church for Human 
Relations Day promotion. Visit www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/human-relations-day-
pastor-and-leaders-kit to access the Human Relations Day pastor and leader’s kit. Free offering 
envelopes and a poster to promote this Special Sunday can be found there.
 
Camp Wesley Pines Hosts Multiple 2015 Retreats  
Camp Wesley Pines Sr. High Spiritual Life Retreat - January 23-25 
Rev. Andy Stoddard, pastor of Asbury UMC in Petal will lead students in “A Little Crazy”: what it means to be a follower of Christ in 
today’s world. The MSU Wesley Foundation band, Jell, will lead worship. For information, call the camp office at 601.892.2341 or email  
wpoffice@wildblue.net.

Camp Wesley Pines Confirmation Retreat - January 30-Februrary 1
Aimed at students in grades 5-8, this confirmation retreat is offered to strengthen and reinforce confirmation classes held in the local 
church.  Worship will be led by Rev. Patrick Hutto, director of the Wesley Foundation at the University of Southern Mississippi.  The 
Rev. Pamela Cameron, Rev. Robbie Murden and Rev. Hutto, will lead workshops on the history, sacraments, and missions of the 
church.  Rev. Cameron is associate pastor of First UMC, Yazoo City and Rev. Murden serves as pastor of Marvin UMC in Florence.  
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Music will be provided by the Wesley Praise Band of the Wesley Foundation at USM. For information, call the camp office at 
601.892.2341 or email wpoffice@wildblue.net.

Camp Wesley Pines Jr. High Spiritual Life Retreat (JHSL) - February 6-8
Directed by Clinton UMCs associate pastor, Reed McCaleb, this year’s JHSL retreat will focus on the theme “Love God, Love Peo-
ple.” Mississippi State University’s Wesley Foundation band, Jell, will be onsite for worship. For information, call the camp office at 
601.892.2341 or email wpoffice@wildblue.net.  
 
BBQ Event to Benefit Wesley Meadows
January 24, 2015
The Eddie Daniels Lula Walker barbecue is the only annual fundraiser event benefiting the Wesley Meadows Retirement Community 
residents. On Saturday January 24, 2015, the Hernando UMC United Methodist Men will sponsor the barbecue cooked by award win-
ning cook Sonny Daniels. For a donation of $7.00, enjoy a dine-in or take-out plate from 11:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m. Tickets are available at 
Wesley Meadows and Hernando United Methodist Church. Call 662.429.2070 for more information. 

Go to http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102747532396-2072/bbq+flyer+2014+++RESIDENTS.pdf to 
download the flyer.

Clergy Leadership Conference 
February 2-4, 2015
Register now for the Clergy Leadership Conference themed “Eyes to See, Ears to 
Hear: Pastoral Care for Transformed Lives” with Dr. Gregory C. Ellison, II. This event is 
scheduled for February 2-4, 2015, at St. Mark’s UMC in Brandon, Mississippi.   

The cost is $125 by January 23. After that date, the cost will be $150.  

Ellison, assistant professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling at Candler School of The-
ology in Atlanta, is committed to missional care-pastoral ministry with those outside as 
well as within our congregations.

Are there people in your community who long to be heard, but remain invisible, their 
voices muted? Do clergy and clergy families also feel unseen and unheard at times? 
What does pastoral care that heals these wounds of isolation look like? What do we 
need to learn in order to sharpen our vision, tune our hearing, and extend the reach of 
our caring for others in Jesus’ name? Where do we turn for the listening ear and gracious regard we need?

Visit www.centerforministry.com/pages/detail/1709 for more information and to register.  
 
Living Well Network Mental Health Breakfast
February 5, 2015
Former U. S. Representative and dedicated advocate for mental health, Patrick Kennedy, will speak on mental health and stigma that 
often accompanies it at the first annual Living Well Network Mental Health Breakfast. The event is February 5, 2015 at the Hilton Hotel, 
939 Ridge Lake Blvd., in Memphis, Tennessee.

Representative Kennedy served 16 years in the U. S. House of Representatives, and is predominantly known as author and lead spon-
sor of the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008. This dramatic piece of legislation provides tens-of-millions of Ameri-
cans who were previously denied care with access to mental health treatment.   

For tickets and sponsorship details, call 901.516.0500, or visit www.methodisthealth.org/ways-to-help/signature-events/living-
well-network-mental-health-breakfast/index.dot.   

Proceeds from this event benefit the Dennis H. Jones Living Well Network.
 
2015 Statewide Wesley
February 6 - 8, 2015 

College students from Wesley Foundations across Mississippi will converge at Timber 
Creek in Morton, Mississippi Friday, February 6 - Sunday, February 8, 2015 for the 
annual Statewide Wesley retreat. Returning Statewide alumnus, Lo Alaman will host the 
weekend, Rev. Patrick Quinn will be the speaker and husband and wife duo, “We Are 
The Monks” will lead worship. Themed “Building Blocks,” this event is definitely what it 
is stacked up to be.

The cost to attend is $84.00. Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/650626 for 
more information and registration forms.  

Complete registration by January 30, 2015.
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 2015 Senatobia District Mission Team to El Salvador
Apply now to be a part of the 2015 Senatobia District Mission Team to El Salvador; dates are July 4-11, 2015. This will be the district’s 
second year to go to El Salvador.  Last year, there was a team of 15 representing seven churches in the district.  The Rev. Amanda 
Gordon, pastor of Minor Memorial UMC, will be the team leader.  Application deadline is January 30 and a $250 deposit is due; 
space is limited to 20 participants.  For more information, please visit:  www.senumc.net/ or www.minormemorial.org/#!el-salvador-
mission-trip/cov8.
 
Ten Years After Katrina: UMCOR and UMVIM 2015 SEJ Disaster Academy 
February 23-25, 2015
The year 2015 marks one decade since the tragedy and extraordinary generosity surrounding Hur-
ricane Katrina’s devastation. Over $18 million and thousands of volunteers buoyed Mississippi into 
recovery. 

The Mississippi Annual Conference is hosting the Southeastern Jurisdiction Disaster Academy along-
side the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
(UMVIM) February 23-25, 2015, at Seashore Assembly in Biloxi. 

If you’d like to learn more about how you can be a part of disaster response ministry, the disaster 
academy is for you, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/eventdetail/449200.

Pineapple Sherbet Punch  

Mix lemonade, juice and water; add sherbet and ice cream. Make 60 servings.

—   Cheryl Haynes, Middlebrook UMC in Jackson, Mississippi

Methodist Tested Recipes

1 12-ounce can of frozen lemonade
1 12-ounce can of frozen orange juice
3 quarts of water
5 pints of pineapple sherbet
1 quart vanilla ice cream

Answer to “Way Back When” Wednesday:
The man in the picture is Rev. John Moore. The photo was taken in 1974. Moore is currently the New Albany District superinten-
dent for the Mississippi Annual Conference. Send your throwback images with details to Tamica@mississippi-umc.org.

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed 
to appear more than once in Mississippi Conference publications. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below as well as 
other listings, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/employmentopportunities.

• Part-time Sexton (Custodian) - Nugent UMC, Gulfport, MS 
• Director of Student Faith Formation - Canterbury UMC, Birmingham, AL   
• Methodist Children’s Homes: North Mississippi Part-time Major Gifts Officer
• Methodist Children’s Homes: South Mississippi Part-time Major Gift Officer

Employment 
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Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC — the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app — is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location — all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.


