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The Goals of the Under the Acacia Tree: An African Adventure VBS are: 
 

 For children and youth to learn that Jesus calls us: 

 to learn and study,  

 to reach out to others, 

 to bring wholeness (healing) to life, 

 to serve others, and 

 to care for others, even if they are different from ourselves. 
For children and youth to learn that: 

 Africa University is a university for higher education in Zimbabwe, Africa, 

 Africa University accepts students from all across Africa,  

 Africa University assists in bring wholeness to Africa,  

 Africa University trains and recruits Christian leaders, and 

 Africa University calls for us to care for each other in peace. 
 
Suggested Supplies: 
The Faith We Sing songbook 

The United Methodist Hymnal 
The First Grader (DVD) 
Thy Wonders Displayed  
Woven basket for offering 
Empty tubes of various sizes found at carpet 
stores  
Black marker and/or dark paint 
Brown paper plastic grocery bags 
Newspaper, brown packing paper 
Material, felt, fleece, camouflage, burlap  
Weed grasses, ferns, palm leaves 
World map and/or globe 
Cardboard 
Yarn 
Paint: hand and water 
Corn Husks 
Gold glitter 

Stool 
Lion puppet 
Small flashlight 
Aluminum foil 
Inner seal of peanut butter jar 
Empty, dry water bottles 
Noise “makers” (dry beans, rice, hard seeds, 
dried peas) 
Stickers 
Rubber bands 
Card Tables 
Crepe paper: brown, green, blue, silver 
Cutout insects, African animals, birds, plant 
pictures 
Stuffed animals 
Recordings of water and animal sounds 
Twine: green, beige 
Tape 

 
Information about health kits and the materials needed should be sent out with registration or 
distributed on the first day.  They are needed for Crafts on Day 3. A list of materials for health 
kits is listed on page 50.  
 

 



************************************************	
			Under	the	Acacia	Tree:	An	African	Adventure																																			 page	|	3  

 

Basic Plan: The chart shows the basic plan for Under the Acacia Tree: An African Adventure.  
Each part is designed to work with the other. We hope this VBS plan will be an enriching and 
moving experience for all who participate. 
 

 DAY 1  Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 
Story Jesus learns at 

the Temple  
 
 
 
 
 
Luke 2:41-51 

Jesus reaches 
out to the 
Samaritan  
woman at the 
well  
 
John 4:4-15, 
19-26 

Jesus brings 
wholeness to 
Jarius’ 
daughter and 
the woman  
 
 
Luke 8:40-56 

Jesus calls 
and sends out 
disciples to 
spread God’s 
word  
 
Matthew 
9:35-10:14 

Jesus calls us 
to make 
peace, the 
Parable of the 
Good 
Samaritan 
Luke  
10:25-37 

      
Mission What is 

Africa 
University? 

Africa 
University 
welcomes 
students from 
everywhere 
on the 
continent of  
Africa to 
attend 

AU seeks to 
bring 
wholeness i.e. 
The School of 
Public Health 
and Sciences 

AU Recruits 
and Trains 
Church 
Leaders 

AU helps 
train people 
to make peace 
i.e. The 
Institute of 
Peace, 
Leadership 
and 
Governance 

      
Suggested 
Music 

Theme song 
for the week:  
Jesus, We are 
Here --Jesu, 
Tawa Pano 
TFWS #2273 

Jesu, Jesu  
UMH #432 

Wa-Wa-Wa 
Emimimo 
TFWS #2124 
 
Kum-By-Yah 
UMH # 494 

Servant Song 
TFWS #2222  
 
Tino Tenda, 
Jesu  
TFWS # 2081 

Siyahamba 
TFWS #2235  
 
Shine, Jesus, 
Shine  
TFWS #2173  
 
Let There Be 
Peace on 
Earth  
UMH #431 

UMH = The United Methodist Hymnal       TFWS = The Faith We Sing song book 

This Vacation Bible School VBS uses a rotational approach.  Through this approach, children 
have different leaders in leadership roles, with adult group guides leading the children to each 
station. Though this curriculum is written for children from the age of 4 through 6th grade, we 
encourage the 7th through 12th graders to be Junior Adventure Guides. They would apprentice 
under the guidance of the adult guides and help the younger children with any activities or 
projects. Of course, Safe Sanctuary policies should be followed for the good of everyone 
involved in VBS. 
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Rotation Schedule: Following are two suggested rotation schedules -- depending on the number 
of children you have attending and the number of adult adventure guides you have. Your VBS 
team should use a rotation plan that best works for your church. You may need to consider time 
to change classes and bathroom breaks, if needed. 

This first example is for 3 groups and takes a total of 2 hours and 40 minutes. 

Time Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Rotation Off 
40 minutes Refreshments and 

Opening Assembly
Refreshments and 
Opening Assembly

Refreshments and 
Opening Assembly 

 

20 minutes Victoria 
Falls/Music 

AU’s Info 
Center/Mission 

Griot’s Tree 
Hut/Bible Story 

Crafts , Games 
(both set up) 

20 minutes Rainforest 
Creations/Crafts 

Griot’s Tree 
Hut/Bible Story 

AU’s Info 
Center/Mission 

Games, Music 
 

20 minutes Griot’s Tree 
Hut/Bible Story 

Safari 
Adventure/Games 

Rainforest 
Creations/Crafts 

Music, Mission 
 

20 minutes AU’s Info 
Center/Mission 

Victoria 
Falls/Music 

Safari 
Adventure/Games 

Story 
 

10 minutes Safari 
Adventure/Games 

Rainforest 
Creations/Crafts 

Victoria 
Falls/Music 

Story, crafts 
 

20 minutes Closing Assembly Closing Assembly Closing Assembly  
 

The second example is 4 groups and takes 1 hour and 35 minutes.   The music may be incorporated 
into the Safari Adventure/game time or the AU Information Center/mission time.  Depending upon 
the focus of the day, you could alternate which time to use the music.   Particularly with younger 
participants, adding music to the AU Information time allows the children to engage more. 

 Group A Group B Group C Group D 

10 minutes Opening Assembly Opening Assembly Opening Assembly Opening Assembly

20 minutes Rainforest 
Creations/Crafts 

Griot’s Tree 
Hut/Bible Story 

Safari 
Adventure/Games 

AU’s Info 
Center/Mission 

10 minutes AU’s Info 
Center/Mission 

Rainforest 
Creations/Crafts 

Griot’s Tree 
Hut/Bible Story 

Safari 
Adventure/Games 

20 minutes Safari 
Adventure/Games 

AU’s  Info 
Center/Mission 

Rainforest 
Creations/Crafts 

Griot’s Tree 
Hut/Bible Story 

20 minutes Griot’s Tree 
Hut/Bible Story 

Safari 
Adventure/Games 

AU’s Info 
Center/Mission 

Rainforest 
Creations/Crafts 

15 minutes Closing Assembly Closing Assembly Closing Assembly Closing Assembly 
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Setting the Stage: 

An African theme would be appropriate.  One possibility is to use an acacia tree silhouette, 
downloadable for free which may be enlarged to fit a wall.  It may be found at: 

http://www.mississippi-umc.org/files/imagelibrary/acacia+tree+at+sunset+africa+university.jpg  

Trees may be made using empty round tubes of various sizes.  Tubes may be found free at carpet 
stores and then cut to size. Wrapping the tubes in brown packing paper (found for free at many 
local retail stores because they have their stock packed in it from vendors), adds to the reality. 
Draw black magic marker lines on the paper, turn it over and give it a liberal dose of glue, then 
wrap the paper around the tube. This gives the appearance of bark.  Use rubber bands to hold the 
paper in place while it dries. Either remove the rubber bands, or keep them in place, and add real 
weeds or ferns to them to give them a jungle look.  Use real weed grasses or palm branch/leaves 
at the top for a palm tree effect.  

To make these trees stand upright, turn card tables upside down and place the trees onto the legs, 
or invite a congregation member who loves woodworking to make individual stands by 
crisscrossing two small 1x4 boards and attaching a 3-4 ft. post to it.  Use brown burlap or 
camouflage material to cover up the bottom of the table or 1x4 boards and wrap around the bases 
of the trees. More trees really create a jungle atmosphere. 

Vines are made by twisting or crunching brown and/or green pieces of rolled crepe paper which 
may then be hung from the trees or ceilings. Add cutouts of insects for added fun.  From 
experience these vines should be above the height – with arms extended up - of the tallest child 
attending. 

To make hallways look like paths use tall fern and grass weeds to form the sides of the road. Use 
many different types if you wish, to create the look of authenticity.  These may be cut and made 
to stand upright along the walls by crisscrossing and taping in place either green or beige garden 
twine and then weaving in the grasses. As the grass has a tendency to dry and shrink during the 
week, use as many as you can. Walls may also be decorated in this style. Let the droppings stay 
on the floor to make it look more real. 

Search the internet for African animal, insect, bird, and plant pictures and then cut out to add 
to the theme. These may be hidden behind some of the weeds or hanging from the ceiling or 
vines.  Blow-up vinyl animals and fake flowers may be bought inexpensively from Oriental 
Trading or the dollar stores and used throughout. Stuffed animals are also good if children want 
to share and may be added to the base of the trees. 

Recordings of water and animal sounds are a fun addition and may be played on a boom box.  A 
sleep sound machine could also be used. Place discreetly behind some rocks in the entry area, 
hallways or wherever fits with your VBS program. 
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A waterfall may be made by hanging blue and silver streamers in a doorway or on a wall. Crepe 
paper streamers will work as well but the thinner the better. Creating a waterfall as the entry way 
to the Bible storytelling time is a fun way for the children to be introduced to this station. The 
storyteller could meet them outside the waterfall and then invite the children to enter through the 
waterfall. 

Rocks may be made by stuffing brown paper bags with newspaper, folding over the ends and 
taping the bag shut. Gray rocks may be made by stuffing plastic grocery bags and spray painting 
them gray. Also rocks may be made by taking a variety of boxes, denting them, and then 
covering them with papier-mâché. After they have dried they may be spray painted with a 
combination of browns, grays, and black shades of spray paint.  There are some combo sprays 
already available at hardware stores. These rocks may be used to make the base of a waterfall, 
placed around the base of the trees, or mark the entry way into any of the different rotation areas.  

Some possible names for the activity areas:  
Music – Victoria Falls music room 

Bible story time – Griot’s Tree Hut (The home of the wise storyteller) 
Crafts – Rain Forest Creations 

Games – Safari adventure 

Mission – AU’s Info Center 
Food – Maize Corner 
 

Refreshments may also be given fun names such as: 
Pizza – monkey pie 

Applesauce –green slime (algae from river) 
Cherry tomatoes – turtle eggs 

Chocolate chip cookies – fried ant cookies 

Grapes – crocodile eyes 

Cucumber slices – lily pads 

Celery w/cream cheese and raisins – ants on a log 

Brownies – lion patties 
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The Opening and Closing: 

The opening and closing to the VBS are essential to gather everyone and to bring focus for the 
activities, check attendance, receive the AU offering, and then at closing to sum up the activities 
for the session and report to the group as to the offering. 

A puppet may be used with a youth or adult as the voice for the puppet.  A formal puppet theatre 
isn’t necessary; if you are having opening and closing in the sanctuary, gathering space or 
fellowship hall, just a table with a skirt will suffice. This area could be decorated with 
camouflage material surrounded by trees and/or rocks. 

A possible puppet to be purchased is the Lion Puppet by Folkmanis 
Puppets, available through Amazon.com or Barnes and Noble.  

We recognize that all Vacation Bible Schools may not be able to afford this 
puppet.  Other options include making a puppet, borrowing one from 
another community, or having a person pretend to be the lion. 

 

We have used a lion as the character of the school because of its connection and identity to 
Africa. The character is named Tinashe – pronounced T-na-shay – which translates as “We have 
God” or “God is with us.”  The character may be portrayed by either female or male. 

The daily opening and closing is meant to orient the participants to the Biblical story of the day 
and its connection to AU. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS        Day 1                                                           Opening 

EMCEE 
Hi, everyone!  Welcome to Vacation Bible School! Throughout this week, we are going to be 
sharing about how Jesus calls us to grow and how a very special place in Zimbabwe, Africa 

called Africa University helps others grow in their minds and in their faith. 
 

Tinashe (the Lion)  
(pronounced t-na-shay) 

RRRROOOOOOAAAARRRRR! 
RRRROOOOOOAAAARRRRR! 

 
EMCEE 

Is everybody okay?  Wow, I was startled for a moment.   
I haven’t heard anything that loud for a while.  Who are you? 

Tinashe 
I’m sorry, did I scare you?   

I was just trying to do what the lion does at the beginning of the movie. 
 

EMCEE 
What lion at the beginning of the movie?  You mean like the lion that roars?  Boys and girls, do 

you know anything about that? (Listen for responses)   
Oh, by the way, my name is _______________ and these are the girls and boys  

who will join us on the adventure of this year’s Vacation Bible School! 
Tinashe 

Mangwananee!!  My name is Tinashe!  My name means “We have God” or to put it another 
way, “God is with us!” I’m here to help with Vacation Bible School, and I know a few things 

about Africa University! Each day will be an adventure, to learn something that Jesus wants us to 
learn and to share something about Africa University! 

 
EMCEE 

That’s great!  So what is our theme for today’s adventure? 
 

Tinashe 
Well today, we are going to learn about how  

Jesus amazed his teachers when he was 12 years old. 
 

EMCEE 
He amazed his teachers?  How did Jesus do that? 

 



************************************************	
			Under	the	Acacia	Tree:	An	African	Adventure																																			 page	|	9  

 

Tinashe 
Well, Jesus walked with his family to Jerusalem to visit the temple there.   

When it was time to leave, the family thought Jesus was with them.   
He actually stayed behind and the teachers in the Temple were astonished by what he said. 

 
EMCEE 

Yeah, so what did he say? 
 

Tinashe 
What? 

 
EMCEE 

What did he say? 
 

Tinashe 
Well, we need to wait until story time, just a little later in our adventure, to find out. What do we 

need to do right now? 
 

EMCEE 
Right now, we need to receive our offering for Africa University.   

Each day, we will take an offering to support students who need help so they can attend the 
university.  If you forgot your offering today, please don’t worry, you may bring it tomorrow!   

With our help and the help of all the churches of the Mississippi Annual Conference learning and 
sharing together about Africa University, we will be able to help students attend Africa 

University for a long, long, long, long time! 
 

Tinashe 
That’s great!   

(EMCEE selects children to take the offering, receives offering and  
offers a prayer of thanksgiving for each child present learning and growing.) 

 
EMCEE 

So it’s time to start our adventure!  Are you ready, girls and boys?  (Children shout back) 
Are you ready Tinashe? 

 
Tinashe 

RRRROOOOOOAAAARRRRR!  Let’s go! 
 

EMCEE 
That’s right, we are out of here! 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS     Day 1                Closing 

 
EMCEE  

Hi Everyone!  Welcome back from your adventures!  Did you have fun today? 
(solicit responses to children’s experiences) 

 
Tinashe 

RRRRRROOOOOOAAAAAARRR! 
I know I had a good time today. 

 
EMCEE  

What did you learn, Tinashe? 
 

Tinashe 
I learned that Jesus grew in wisdom and in strength.  He went to school like we do!   

I also learned that Africa University is located in the country of Zimbabwe in Africa, and  
that students from all over Africa may go there to learn and to grow.   

I learned that we may help those students through our offering!   
 

EMCEE  
Let’s not forget that we had great refreshments,  

we had a lot of fun playing together and made a craft! 
 

Tinashe 
Wow, a lot of great stuff happens at Vacation Bible School.   

I can’t wait until tomorrow. But, I wonder how we did? 
 

EMCEE  
Well, looks like everyone got back okay.  What do you mean, how we did? 

 
Tinashe 

Well, if our offering each day goes to Africa University, I wonder how we did? 
 

EMCEE  
Let’s take a look. 

(Reveals chart showing the amount of the offering. 
EMCEE explains how much was raised.) 

That’s what our offering was today.  Can we do more?   
Let’s sing our theme song, “Jesus, We Are Here.” 
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Tinashe 
So, we will continue tomorrow? 

 
EMCEE 

Yes, we will.  I hope everyone had a great time.  We will get together tomorrow at the same time 
and learn more about Jesus and about Africa University. 

 
Tinashe 

RRRRRRROOOOOOOAAAAAAAAARRRRRR!!! 
We will have a roaring good time!  See everyone tomorrow! 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                Day 2                         Opening 
 

EMCEE 
Hi boys and girls!  Welcome to VBS!  How is everyone today?  (Response) 

I am glad to hear it.  Tinashe, how are you today? 
 
 

Tinashe 
RRRRRROOOOOOOAAAAAAARRRRR! 

I am doing great!  I am so excited to be at Vacation Bible School this year, and especially today. 
 

EMCEE 
What so special about today? 

 
Tinashe 

Well, being a lion, I don’t typically have a chance to spend much time with people.   
I really like learning about Jesus and who he is.   

And today, we are going to hear about how Jesus calls us to reach out! 
 

EMCEE 
How did Jesus do that? 

 
Tinashe 

On a hot day, Jesus stopped by a well and met a woman who believed differently than him. 
 

EMCEE 
So what did Jesus do? 

 
Tinashe 

He spoke with her, just like we are speaking to each other now  
and that conversation changed her life. 

 
EMCEE 

Wow!  That sounds like a great story to hear today. 
 

Tinashe 
Yeah, it is a great story, from the gospel of John.  There’s just one thing that bothers me. 
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EMCEE 
What is it? 

 
Tinashe 

Remember I said it was a really hot day?  
Jesus began the conversation by asking the woman for a drink of water from the well.   

 
EMCEE (hesitantly) 

Yeah … 

 
Tinashe 

Why didn’t he just turn the faucet on? 
 

EMCEE 
People didn’t have faucets like we do now. 

They had to carry their water from the well back to their homes. 
 

Tinashe 
Wow … just like the watering hole. 

 
EMCEE 

You might say that … now how about singing our theme song together? 
(Everyone sings “Jesus, We are Here”) 

 
Tinashe 

That was great.  Can we take our offering for Africa University now? 
 

EMCEE 
Sure.  

(EMCEE selects the children to take the offering, receives the offering, and 
offers a prayer for the work of this VBS and AU) 

We’ll let everyone know at our closing how we did today. 
 

Tinashe 
So are we off on our adventure? 

 
EMCEE 

Yes, we are.  All the activities today will help us learn about how Africa University reaches out 
by training persons in ministry, healing arts, and agriculture to improve the whole world.   

It’s time to go, so we are out of here! 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                             Day 2                Closing 

 
EMCEE  

Hi everyone!  How was your adventure today? (solicit responses) 
Did you like the story? (solicit responses) 

What did you learn about Africa University? (solicit responses) 
I wonder how Tinashe did?  Tinashe!  

  
Tinashe  

RRRRRRRROOOOOOOOAAAAAAARRRRR!!!!  
  

Did I learn a lot today!  The story about the woman at the well was so wonderful!   
That Jesus would want to reach out to everyone, not just the people who were like him … that 

Jesus would be able to share like that with me, that is so great!  
  

EMCEE  
Yes it is.  What did you learn about Africa University today?     

 
Tinashe  

Well, on the continent of Africa, Africa University reaches out to everyone to give them a place 
to learn, and then reaches out by sending those students back to their home countries to help 

there.  They send them back as pastors, as nurses and doctors, as farmers and peace workers!  
  

EMCEE  
Wow!  You learned a lot.   

And there are some other people who are reaching out in the name of Jesus to help AU.  
  

Tinashe  
Yeah?  Who might that be?  

 
EMCEE  

All of these friends here!  They are helping to educate students at AU!   
They are reaching out to those students in Jesus' name!  

  
Tinashe  

That is wonderful!  So, how did we do today?  
  

EMCEE  
Let's see:  

(Reveal board with progress on it)  
We sure are making progress, but I think we can do better.  

Can we do better, boys and girls?  
 

Tinashe 
I know we can.  
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EMCEE 

Let's sing our theme song!  
(Everyone sings, “Jesus, We Are Here”)  

  
Tinashe  

So what's up for tomorrow?  
  

EMCEE  
Tomorrow, we will hear a story about Jesus' bringing wholeness to others. 

  
Tinashe  

A whole what? Like a donut?  
 

EMCEE  
No, wholeness.   Jesus helps people find wholeness as they are healed.   

And we'll hear about how Africa University helps to heal the people of Africa!  
  

Tinashe  
A whole lot of healing going on!  I can't wait!  RRRRRROOOOOOOAAAARRRR!!!  

  
EMCEE  

That’s great!  I look forward to seeing all of you tomorrow too.  For today, we are out of here!   
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                 Day 3                                               Opening 
  

EMCEE 
Hi boys and girls!  How is everyone today?  Are you ready for another great time at VBS? 

We hope you all are having a great week!  Hey, has anyone seen Tinashe today? (Response) 
Let’s call!  TINASHE!!!!  TINASHE!!!!!! 

 
Tinashe 

(weakly, feebly) 
rroooaarr!     Owwwwww!   Owwwww! 

 
EMCEE 

Tinashe, what’s wrong? 
 

Tinashe 
Oh, I have a thorn in my paw and I can’t remove it!   

Oh, it hurts, it hurts! Owwwwwwwwwww! 
 

EMCEE 
Well, let’s see here.  Oh, that will come out.  Let me pull it!!!! 

 
Tinashe 

Will it hurt?  Oh, don’t do it if it’s going to hurt!! Owwwwwww! 
 

EMCEE 
Just a second … (pulls thorn)  There! 

 
Tinashe 

Oh, that feels much better.  Oh, thank you.  You helped to heal me! 
 

EMCEE 
Yes, I helped your paw feel whole, just like Jesus helping the little girl and woman feel better. 

 
Tinashe 

That’s our story for today, isn’t it? 
 

EMCEE 
Yes, it is.  Let’s sing our theme song as we move toward beginning our adventure soon! 

(Sing “Jesus We are Here”) 
 

EMCEE 
Today we are going to learn how students at Africa University are learning about how to bring 

wholeness to people’s lives by helping them to live healthy lives. 
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Tinashe 
I liked how you helped me, but I would have loved to have one of the students help me. 

 
EMCEE 

We better get that cleaned up and bandaged soon.   
But first, let’s take our offering for Africa University. 

 
(EMCEE selects children to take offering, receives offering and prays) 

 
We’ll see how we did later on. 

 
Tinashe 

May I go on the adventure today? 
 

EMCEE  
I think so.  We need to get your paw cleaned and bandaged. Boys and girls, why don’t you get 

started?  Lots to do today!  And it’s time, so we are out of here! 
 

(Be sure to bandage the paw before the closing.) 
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****************************************************************************** 

AU VBS                           Day 3                                                  Closing  
(When the children have arrived, Sing “Jesus, We Are Here”) 

 
EMCEE 

Tinashe, are you feeling better? 
 

Tinashe 
Yes, and I understand how Jesus helps us find wholeness … can you imagine …just touching 
Jesus’ robe and being healed! And after 12 years of being sick! … And what about that young 
girl… she became alive again after Jesus took her hand and told her to get up. How amazing is 

that!! What a story! 
 

EMCEE 
Imagine how Africa University helps students to grow in their understanding of how they can 

bring wholeness.  Isn’t it great?  And, we are helping them to become whole students. 
 

Tinashe 
What’s our offering going for again? 

 
EMCEE 

We are supporting a scholarship fund for Africa University that will pay for students who can’t 
afford the costs of an education, costs like paying the professors, and buying books, and supplies. 

The money that we are collecting this week will be put together with other money from United 
Methodist churches all over Mississippi so that we can sponsor not just one or two, but ten 
students at a time.  There will always be ten students attending Africa University using the 

money we are raising this week. 
 

Tinashe 
I’m excited … how did we do today? 

 
EMCEE 

Let’s see.   (Reveal)  Remember, we have two more days to go! 
 

Tinashe 
I’m so excited.  Where are we going next?  What do we see happen next? 

 
EMCEE  

Tomorrow, we are going to celebrate music and crafts again.  We will share in games and hear a 
mission story about how Africa University is recruiting and training church leaders.  And we’ll 
hear the story, from the gospel of Matthew, of how Jesus called the disciples saying that there is 
a need for workers and then instructs them as he sends them out. We will also hear about how 

Jesus called all who followed him to become like children to see the Kingdom of God. 
 

Tinashe 
You mean adults are to become children like us? 



************************************************	
			Under	the	Acacia	Tree:	An	African	Adventure																																			 page	|	19  

 

 
 

EMCEE 
It’s something like that.  And remember, we’ll hear about how at Africa University, students - 

whom God has called to ministry are learning how to serve God in the Church! 
 

Tinashe 
It sounds like another great session!   

 
EMCEE 

Yes, it will be, but for today, we are out of here! 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                           Day 4              Opening 
      

EMCEE 
Hi everyone!  Welcome to our Vacation Bible School today. 

I hope you’re ready for a great time. 
Hi Tinashe! I hope your paw is better. 

 

Tinashe 
Hi, EMCEE!  It’s much better, thanks! 

 

EMCEE  
That’s great!  Today, we will have our Bible story and learn  

about those whom God has called and more importantly, how they are called! 
 

Tinashe 
I wonder if God is calling me? 

 

EMCEE 
Do you think God could call a lion to ministry? 

What do you think, boys and girls? (Solicit responses) 
 

Tinashe 
I sure hope God could call me, but  

I still have some growing and learning to do before I can know. 
 

EMCEE 
The students at Africa University are learning about how God is calling them too,  

though they are a little further along than you are Tinashe.   
They are seeking to follow God and serve the people through the church. 

 

Tinashe 
And I think that it’s time to help them. 

 

EMCEE 
It is.  Let’s sing our theme song first. 

 (EMCEE selects children to take offering, leads the singing of ”Jesus We Are Here,”  
receives offering and prays) 

 

EMCEE 
We will see later how we did in total for Africa University scholarships. 

 

Tinashe 
So, is it time to go? 

 

EMCEE  
Yes, it is.  It has been a great week and we share one more time today. 

So, we are out of here! 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS     Day 4                                                 Closing  

(After all have arrived) 
 

Tinashe 
Have any of you seen (EMCEE)?  Where is s/he? 

 
EMCEE 
(enters) 

Hi everyone!  Did you miss me? 
 

Tinashe 
Yes, we did.  Where were you? 

 
EMCEE 

 I was helping some friends who were having some problems about getting along.  So I was 
helping them to work on their concerns. 

 
Tinashe 

You were acting like the Good Samaritan? 
 

EMCEE 
Yes, and students at Africa University are being trained to help people around the world and in 

Africa to help people make peace.  That’s one thing that the parable of the Good Samaritan is all 
about. But, that is tomorrow’s Bible story and AU’s Info Center time! 

 
Tinashe 

So, I’m soooo wondering … how did we do today? 
 

EMCEE 
Well, let’s take a look.  (Reveal) 

What a marvelous total.  And, we still have one more day to go! Yeah!! 
 

Tinashe 
That sounds wonderful! 

 
EMCEE 

As we close today, let us join together in our theme song, “Jesus we are here.” 
(All sing) 

Everyone have a good night and we’ll see you all tomorrow for our final day of Vacation Bible 
School.  Until then, we are out of here! 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS     Day 5                                                          Opening  
 

EMCEE 
Hi everyone!  Are you ready for our last Vacation Bible School adventure today? 

(responses) 
Tinashe, are you ready? 

 
Tinashe 

RRRRRRROOOOOOOOAAAAAAAARRRRRR!!! 
Hi boys and girls!  Hope you’re all doing well today! 

 
EMCEE 

Hope you are too!   
 

Tinashe 
So, what will we hear about today on our adventure? 

 
EMCEE 

Today we are going to hear the story of the Good Samaritan. 
 

Tinashe 
I’ve been thinking about this since our closing yesterday. Good Samaritan.   

That’s funny. Were there any bad Samaritans? 
 

EMCEE 
It was not so much that the Samaritans were bad, but the people who lived in Jesus’ country did 

not like or mix with Samaritans.  In fact, we have heard about Samaritans before. 
 

Tinsahe 
We have?  When was that? 

 
EMCEE 

Earlier this week we heard the story of the woman at the well.  Remember, that woman was a 
Samaritan, too.  Part of what Jesus is trying to teach us is that even though people may be 

different from us; we can still love and live with them. 
 

Tinashe 
That sounds like practicing peace, to live and love your neighbor. 

 
EMCEE  

Exactly right!  And we will hear about how Africa University has an Institute of Peace, 
Leadership and Governance and we will see how  

the students at Africa University are trying to live out that parable of the Good Samaritan. 
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Tinashe 
That sounds great.  I really like Africa University.  It is a wonderful place. 

 
EMCEE 

Yes, it is. And it’s time to receive our offering for today. 
(EMCEE selects children to take the offering, receives offering and prays.) 

 
Tinashe 

I am excited to see how we are doing to help Africa University students. 
 

EMCEE 
I am excited, too.  But for now, we need to be about our adventure.  

Are you ready, boys and girls?  Are you ready, Tinashe?  We are out of here. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS     Day 5                Closing 
 
There are many different approaches to closing Under the Acacia Tree-An African Adventure 
Africa University Vacation Bible School.  The important piece is to include Tinashe. 

 

‐ One approach would be to gather in a circle outside or in the opening and closing meeting 
space and share thank-yous and sing some of the songs of the week. 

 

‐ Another possibility would be to have a full-blown VBS celebration where the children 
may share with the community what they have experienced each day. 

 

‐ Still another possibility would be to show slides from the week to the assembly with 
music. 

 

‐ Do any or a combination of these during the last day of VBS or have the celebration at 
another time, such as Sunday Worship. 

 

No matter how you close, appropriate thanks should be given to all who have helped and led 
VBS. And most importantly, please share the success of the offering with all and celebrate and 
pray for Africa University in your closing. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                                                       Storytellers Process 
 
Thanks for taking on the responsibility of teaching our children about Jesus and his encounters 
through story time. 
 
You will find the storytelling process for all five days here.  It is important that you know what 
was shared as each day relates to those before it.  These process notes are for your edification as 
you develop 3 or 4 stories, one for each age group: 

1. Age 4 - going into Kindergarten 
2.  Going into Grades One and Two 
3.  Going into Grades Three and Four 
4.  Going into Grades Five and Six 

 
Each VBS will determine the size and scope of each age group.  Some may choose inter-age 
groups.  As you develop your story, please keep the group with whom you are sharing in mind. If 
there is a youth component, you will want to develop a story for them as well. 
 
Any way you want to adapt and share the Bible story is great: play, skit, acting it out, with 
objects to hold, by asking questions.  Make the story participatory, not a monologue, so the 
children feel as if they are part of the story.  
  
These are process notes. They are not your story.  Your story will develop as you make the story 
belong to you. If you need help, don’t hesitate to ask your pastor or your VBS committee/team. 
 
HAVE FUN!  It’s going to be a great week! 
 
One goal of this week is to introduce our children to Africa University.  Africa University is a 
United Methodist related institution in Zimbabwe, Africa.  In the Bible storytelling time, we will 
be relating specific stories in the Gospels that show Jesus learning and teaching, healing, calling, 
and reaching out to others.  Here are the storytelling themes for each day: 
  
Day 1 Jesus Calls Us to Learn Child Jesus in the Temple Luke 2:41-51 
Day 2 Jesus Calls Us to Reach Out to 

Others 
Samaritan woman at the well John 4:4-15; 19-

26 
Day 3 Jesus Calls Us to Help Bring 

Wholeness 
Healing of Jarius’ daughter 
and the woman 

Luke 8:40-56 

Day 4 Jesus Calls Us to Spread God’s 
Word 

Jesus shares the need for 
workers and disciples and then 
sends them out 

Matthew 9:35 – 
10:14 

Day 5 Jesus Calls Us to Care for Others Good Samaritan Luke 10:25-37 
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By the end of this Vacation Bible School, children should be able to understand: 
 

‐ Jesus calls us to learn and study, to reach out to others, to bring wholeness (healing) to 
life, to share God’s Word with others, and to care for others, even if they are different 
from us, 
 

‐ Africa University is a university for Higher Education in Zimbabwe, Africa,  
 

‐ Africa University accepts students from all across Africa, AU assists in bringing 
wholeness to Africa, AU trains and recruits Christian leaders, and AU calls for us to care 
in peace for each other. 
 

In storytelling, you will be responsible for sharing the message from the Bible selection of the 
day. 
 
One way to approach storytelling and to keep the Africa theme alive is for each story teller to 
become a Griot, an African Wise Storyteller. We recommend the Griot wear: 
 

Bright and colorful clothing. 
Females may wear  a long skirt, shawl, and turban style scarf for the head.  
Males may wear loose baggy pants with a colorful shirt.  
Sandals are very appropriate for the feet. 
 

As the children come into the room, greet them and have them sit on the floor in front of you.  
 
The room could be set up as an outdoor area with a grove of trees or put together a small room 
making the room like a hut. Laying down a large piece of brown material to look like ground 
may complete the area. It would be here that the storyteller may sit on a stool and share the Bible 
story. Read the scripture before the children arrive, so you are very familiar with the story. 
Telling the story is best, rather than reading it. Children believe they are really listening to a 
Griot.  
 
Another fun way to have the children participate in the story is to let them wear tunics. These 
may be made very easily out of 18” – 20” wide material about 4’ in length. Cut a hole in the 
middle for the head. Tie a piece of thin rope around the waist. If you choose to have the children 
play act the story after it has been initially shared by the Griot, longer tunics may be made for the 
adult characters in the different stories. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU  VBS                           Day 1                                                    Storytelling  

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Learn 
Luke 2:41-51  Jesus Teaches in the Temple    

 
Please read the selected scripture and then tell the story in your own words. 

 
They Found Him in the Temple Eugene Petersen’s The Message 
 

Every year Jesus' parents traveled to Jerusalem for the Feast of Passover. When he was 
twelve years old, they went up as they always did for the Feast. When it was over and 
they left for home, the child Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents didn't know 
it. Thinking he was somewhere in the company of pilgrims, they journeyed for a whole 
day and then began looking for him among relatives and neighbors. When they didn't find 
him, they went back to Jerusalem looking for him. 

The next day they found him in the Temple seated among the teachers, listening to them 
and asking questions. The teachers were all quite taken with him, impressed with the 
sharpness of his answers. But his parents were not impressed; they were upset and hurt. 

His mother said, "Young man, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been 
half out of our minds looking for you." 

He said, "Why were you looking for me? Didn't you know that I had to be here, dealing 
with the things of my Father?" But they had no idea what he was talking about. 

So he went back to Nazareth with them, and lived obediently with them. His mother held 
these things dearly, deep within herself. And Jesus matured, growing up in both body and 
spirit, blessed by both God and people. 

 
Telling the Story 
Going to Jerusalem to participate in the Passover feast was a common experience for most 
people of Jewish faith living in Judea at the time.  The families traveled as an extended group, 
with many parents and children traveling together for safety. 
 
The story surprises us on two counts: 

1.  Jesus learns from the teachers (rabbi, a word that means teacher) in the temple.  He 
also teaches them.  Children do teach us! 
 

2. Mary’s response is often presented from a Biblical perspective, meaning that Mary 
didn’t get angry, she was just very concerned.  That’s why Eugene Petersen’s The 
Message presentation of this passage is used, though any translation would be 
acceptable:  "Young man, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been 
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half out of our minds looking for you." Imagine if you had lost your son or daughter 
as you were setting out on a long journey home.  Perhaps Mary and Joseph’s reaction 
are exactly right, with the panic of emotion presented. 
 

3. Jesus responds with respect. Notice in the last paragraph of the scripture, he lived 
obediently with his parents. He was dealing with the things of God, the things of 
Jesus’ Father.  Even though Mary and Joseph do not understand this, there is that 
aspect of parenting when we are unsure about our children, yet all we can do is parent 
them, graciously and responsibly. 
 

4. The Temple was the one place for Jesus to worship and learn.  In Nazareth, there is a 
synagogue, a word that means assembly.  It too was a place to worship, but also to 
study and learn and practice for worship at the Temple in Jerusalem.   
 

5. Jesus studies, he learns, he teaches throughout his whole life, and he obediently lives 
with his parents and he grows and matures in body and spirit. 
 

6. Jesus calls us to do the same. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS             Day 2                                                     Storytelling 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Reach Out to Others 
John 4:4-15; 19-26  Jesus and the Samaritan Woman at the Well 

 
Please read and familiarize yourself with the entire story (John 4:1-42). Then share the 
story, using the selected verses, in your own words. 
 
In choosing the selected verses, John 4:4-15; 19-26, we have emphasized the woman at the well 
being accepted by Jesus and have chosen not to focus on the other issues implied in the verses 
not included, which reference her adultery. 
 
The point of the story is that no matter how different we are, Jesus accepts us and loves us.  Later 
in the week, we will tell the story of the Good Samaritan.  Too often when we hear the word, 
Samaritan, we think of the good person who helped the person in need and think this is what 
defines a Samaritan.  But, Jesus is attempting to make a different point:  The Samaritans of his 
time are seen as outcasts by the people of Judea and are NOT accepted because they worship in 
the wrong way and they are not like the Jewish people.  Jesus would have us understand that God 
loves and accepts them. Jesus is sharing that we should love and accept others who are not like 
us, accept them as brothers and sisters.   
 
The reality is that the hatred between the Samaritans and the Judeans was worse than the discord 
between Rome and the Judeans, for in the Judeans’ eyes, the Samaritans are an abomination for 
not worshipping correctly.  The Samaritans see the Judeans through the same eyes. 
But Jesus accepts this woman, who is an outcast.  She is an outcast because she is a Samaritan.  
She is also an outcast, because she is at the well at noon. 
 
Water was carried in large jars and the well was a place to meet up with friends and talk.  You 
would probably want to go before the heat of the day in the afternoon.  In fact the busy time at 
the well was in the coolness of the morning.  In our story, the woman comes at noon, so not only 
is she not accepted by Judeans, but she is not accepted by her community. 
 
And Jesus asks her for a drink of water.  This was really out of bounds on Jesus’ part, because 
they represent different communities.  Yet, Jesus uses this moment to strike up a conversation 
and accept and affirm this woman.   
 
Her response is a desire to share the message of Jesus’ acceptance.  This is our calling, too.  To 
tell the world what Jesus has done for us, and to love the world the way Jesus did, in accepting 
others.  
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS             Day 3                                                    Storytelling 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Bring Wholeness 

Luke 8:40-56  Jesus Heals in Response to Faith 
 

Scripture: Luke 8:40-56 – Jairus’ daughter is ill and so is the woman who touches Jesus’ robe. 
This is a story of faith and healing.  Please read the selected scripture ahead of time and then 
in your own words, tell the story to the children. 
  

If time allows have the children reenact the story. If you have costumes available, let the children 
put these on and choose to be the characters of the story. This will reinforce the story and play 
acting can be fun, as well as using up some energy of active children. 
 
Questions you might ask: 

‐ Do you think the woman was brave in what she did? Why or why not? Women 
were generally very submissive in their manner and would almost never approach a 
Jewish man on their own, especially a rabbi. 
 

‐ How do you think the woman felt after she was healed?  
Happy, praising God? Wanting to just slip away again. 
 

‐ How do you think she felt after she heard Jesus was looking for the person who 
had touched him?  
Was she scared that she might be in trouble; that she had done something wrong, that 
she had been caught? How do you [student] feel when questioned about something 
you have done? Do you try to deny it or blame someone else? 
 

‐ How do you think Jairus felt when Jesus stopped to find out who had touched 
him and did not go right to Jairus’ house?  
Angry, worried about his daughter, concerned about the woman or wondering why 
Jesus would even stop for a sick woman. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS             Day 4                                                     Storytelling 

 Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Spread God’s Word 

Matthew 9:35-10:14  The Need for Workers and Jesus Sends Out the 12 Disciples 
 
Scripture: Matthew 9:35- 10:14 – This is the story that sets the stage for Jesus sending out his 
disciples and then Jesus’ instructions when he does send them out.   Please read the selected 
scripture ahead of time and then in your own words, tell the story to the children. 
 
This story is really two stories. Matthew 9:35-38 shares that Jesus traveled all over teaching the 
Good News and healing people. Verse 37 is important to emphasize because it calls for the need 
of more workers. Chapter 10:1-4 gives the names of Jesus’ disciples. When telling the story you 
may want to add the children’s names to that list. If time allows have the children take turns 
acting like the disciples. Have them tell the other children that God loves them. Some of those 
children can pretend to not believe the “disciples” so the “disciples” should “shake off the dust 
on their feet” and move to another child to share the Good News that God loves them.  
 
Questions that you might ask: 

‐ How do you believe a disciple of Jesus would act? 

Kind, helpful to others – and what does that mean? How can you be helpful? 
Cleaning your room, helping with chores without being asked, helping a friend with 
homework, etc. 
 

‐ Do you believe it would be hard work? Why or why not?  
 

‐ How can someone your age help Jesus now?  
Solicit responses, but be prepared to offer suggestions like making cookies or a 
picture/card for someone who is homebound. Be a friend to someone new at school. 
Help out at the local food pantry with an adult. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS             Day 5                                                     Storytelling 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Care for Others 
Luke 10:25-37  The Good Samaritan 

 
 

Please read and familiarize yourself with the story. Then share in your own words. 
 
Sometimes we assume everyone knows this story, or that we know it well ourselves.  Like 
comfort food, we hear its familiar words again.  Try reading some different translations and 
paraphrases to get a fresh perspective on the story. 
 
We need to remember that the Parable of the Good Samaritan begins with a question, “A 
religious leader asks, ‘What must I do to inherit eternal life?’”  This person wants the big 
question answered.  It almost sounds like he is looking for an insurance policy to guarantee 
eternal life.   
 
Jesus’ response is first to answer the question with a question, “What do the scriptures say?” And 
the religious leader answers appropriately.  But, he doesn’t understand  the scripture from 
Leviticus 19:18, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  He asks Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 
 
To answer this query, Jesus tells the Parable of the Good Samaritan.  Please see the discussion of 
the Samaritan vs. Judean people from Day 2 on page 24.  The victim is cared for by someone 
that the victim would probably ignore, at best, or despise, at worst, if he had not been mugged.  
  
The story is about the actions of someone who would not be seen as a neighbor, but who acts like 
a neighbor in spite of the hatred between Judeans and Samaritans. 
 
Thereby Jesus calls us to stretch ourselves beyond the typical understanding of neighbor to echo 
the question from Cain and Abel in Genesis, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” The answer to the 
neighbor question is very similar.  YES! 
 
The Samaritan even goes the unbelievable distance of agreeing to pay for the care of the person 
harmed, while the priest, the judge/religious lawyer/temple official, each pass by the victim and 
don’t even attempt to help. 
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Of course, this is the punch line of the story, since the person asking the original question about 
who is my neighbor is a Levite! He is one of the passersby!  At the end of the story, when Jesus 
asks the religious questioner who he thinks was being the victim’s neighbor, the religious person 
can’t even bring himself to say “SAMARITAN,” he simply says, “The one who had mercy on 
him.” 

 
To create peace in our world, we need to recognize that peace can only happen when we see all 
people in the world as our neighbors.  Jesus calls us to see everyone as our neighbors. Maybe the 
first way to create peace in our world is to know who our neighbors are and to love them. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                 Day 1                                                        Mission 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Learn 
What is Africa University? 

 
Our mission section for the week will focus on different parts of Africa University.  Our goal is 
to help children and youth understand different aspects of the university.  Our goal is also to 
encourage giving through the daily offering to the Mississippi-Africa University Partnership. 
 
Having maps and/or globes available on the first day will help participants understand the 
geography:  

 Where we are located. 
 Where the continent of Africa is located  (note the differences in size between the 

USA, Mississippi, and Africa, Zimbabwe, and Mutare) 

 Identify some (or all) of the African nations 

 What the environment in Africa is like: 
o Extremes of desert, jungle, rainforest 
o Temperature extremes, very hot and very cold 
o Latitudinal differences 
o Plants and animals 

 
(A fun way of doing this is to use a small flashlight that you point at the spots on the map. 
Then allow the children to point them out using the flashlight. This reinforces what they 
are learning.) 

 Talk about where Zimbabwe is 

 Focus on Old Mutare 

 Share about Old Mutare being an original Methodist Mission site from the 1800s 

 Across from this mission site is the location of Africa University 

 Students from all the countries of Africa may attend Africa University 
 

Throughout this week, the mission section will be speaking about different parts of the 
university. 
 
University and college is for students who have graduated from high school and adults seeking to 
increase their knowledge through going back to school.  (You may want to ask the participants 
how many want to go to college.) 
 
At AU, students choose a specific course of study.  They take courses on writing, math,  social 
studies and courses that will train them for what they want to do. (Ask students what they want to 
do when they are ready to go to work.)   
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Students at AU must pay to attend.  (You may need to explain the concept of paying for school.) 
That’s where we come in. 
 
Through our offerings this week, we will be supporting scholarships for students who want to 
attend Africa University.  Just think, because of what we do together this week, students will be 
able to attend classes and learn and grow and help their communities, their nation, the continent 
of Africa and the world.   
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                 Day 2                                                        Mission 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Reach Out to Others 
Africa University students and faculty, our brothers and sisters 

 
1. Review material from Day 1; where AU is, the setting in Africa, the setting in Zimbabwe, 

the setting in Old Mutare. (Again use the flashlight and have the children point out the 
different spots) 

2. Review the university setting, why a person attends university and what they study. 
3. Remind them of what they shared the previous day or ask what they would like to do and 

be when they reach adulthood. 
4. Emphasize that just like them, students in Africa want to study and grow, and this is the 

reason for AU. 
5. In the same way we go to school: 

a. Children and youth in Africa go to school.   
b. They learn and have spelling, math, reading, social studies, physical education, art 

and music. 
c. And like us, as they get older, they want to go to college.  That is why Africa 

University exists. 
6. Have a CD or DVD or YouTube of Africa University Choir and play one song. These 

may be found on the conference website of 2015 Session of Mississippi Annual 
Conference. 

a. Identify similarities 
b. Identify differences 
c. Affirm the beauty of the music and let the children express their opinions about 

not only the music, but of the movement. 
7. Tell the story of an AU student as posted on http://www.mississippi-

umc.org/missionofferingafricauniversity 

8. Share that even though these friends live in different countries, on a different continent, 
we are all brothers and sisters in Christ and we are called to support and accept each other 
as Jesus accepts us. 

9. As we are connected in Christ, we seek to support each other. Our offering this week 
goes to support students so they can attend Africa University. 

 



************************************************	
			Under	the	Acacia	Tree:	An	African	Adventure																																			 page	|	37  

 

****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                     Day 3                                                       Mission 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Bring Wholeness 
AU Faculty of Health Sciences 

 
Review where Africa University is on the globe or map. Have the children point out Zimbabwe, 
Mutare, USA and Mississippi. As you share stories from different students, point out where they 
live on the map as well. Have the children help you look for the different countries. 

 
The Faculty of Health Sciences offers a 2-year post-basic Bachelor of Science in Nursing Degree 
and an 18-month Postgraduate Diploma in Public Health. The faculty recently launched the 
undergraduate certificate program in Medical Laboratory Technology which is a 1 year program. 
 
The mission of the Faculty of Health Sciences is to train a leadership cadre of community and 
public health practitioners who will be able to function adequately in sub-Saharan African 
countries as managers of community health projects, district health managers, coordinators of 
district level HIV/AIDS and disease prevention and control programs.  
 
The training focuses on service in the rural areas, which are usually underserved by the health 
authorities in most of the least-developed countries on the African continent. 

 
The following story is very pertinent.  This student was helped by two people from another 
annual conference, so it makes helping these students more personal.  
 
Sylvie Ngoie, a 27 year old Congolese female, is enrolled in the Faculty of Health Sciences and 
is pursuing an undergraduate degree in health services management. She completed her 
industrial internship in 2011. She worked for seven months at a private hospital in Tanzania; 
since August, she is currently working in the hospital administration department at the Mutare 
Provincial Hospital in Mutare. Her future hope is to pursue a master’s degree in management. 
 
Sylvie said that her time in Tanzania was difficult as most persons communicate in the official 
language, Kiswahili. She had to go through the process of learning and understanding the 
language. She said thus far, her internship experience has been invaluable.  She has learned a 
great deal about hospital administration and human relations. 
 

********** 
Sylvie has been given a scholarship to continue her studies. This scholarship was provided by the 
Carl John and Shirley Drake Byers Endowed Scholarship. Rev. and Mrs. Byers were members of 
the former Troy Annual Conference which is now part of the Upper New York Annual 
Conference. The Byers first heard about Africa University when Mrs. Byers was a delegate to 
General Conference in 1988. The United Methodist Church General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry brought a resolution to General Conference to start a university in Africa. The 
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motion was overwhelmingly accepted and the couple began to personally work towards what 
they felt was a “fantastic idea.”  
 
In 1989, Rev. Carl Byers decided that he needed to do more than just talk about AU to others. He 
wanted to take some action. He began a fund where sponsors donated money based on his 
walking 100 miles to Annual Conference. As part of his 5 day walk, he stopped at local United 
Methodist churches along the way and told the congregations about AU and then invited them to 
participate in helping build this much-needed university.  Rev. Byers’ initiative inspired others to 
join in, either walking or biking to Annual Conference. That first year, over $10,000 was raised. 
Since that time at least one individual, the Rev. Robert Long has ridden 100 miles each year to 
raise money for AU and to commemorate the first fund drive.  
 
The Carl John and Shirley Drake Byers Endowed Scholarship began when Rev. Byers retired.  
Wanting to honor him and his wife, the congregation felt that the best way was to start an AU 
scholarship in their name. Since that time, the scholarship has grown; Sylvie is the fourth student 
to receive a scholarship from Byers endowment. 
 
The former North Central New York Annual Conference, which became part of Upper New 
York, has helped create an endowed scholarship as well, now called The Upper New York 
Endowed Scholarship.  In 2009, Mukalay Loris Banza from the Democratic Republic of Cong 
became the recipient of the UNY scholarship. He is in his final year in the Faculty of Health 
Sciences. 

********* 
An example of AU’s work in the health sciences is the development of “insect shield blankets.” 
These blankets are used to protect people from the mosquitoes that carry malaria. These blankets 
passed the rigid testing by the Zimbabwe National Institute of Health Research Laboratories. 
Once the blankets are tested by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine to ensure 
certification by the World Health Organization, there are plans to market and distribute the 
blankets in both Africa and the Caribbean.   
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                 Day 4                                                       Mission 

Theme:  Jesus Calls Us to Spread God’s Word 
Africa University Recruits and Trains Christian Leaders 

 
Remind the children: 
 The theme for the day:  Jesus calls us to spread God’s Word. 

Where AU is located compared to the MS Annual Conference? 
Where is Africa, Zimbabwe and Old Mutare? (Have the children point out these spots on 
the map. Notice how really good they are getting at it!) 

 
Africa University Recruits and Trains Christian Leaders 
 Share that AU has a special school for those who want to work on behalf of the church. 

 Our church is The United Methodist Church. 

 We are a worldwide church, and Africa is one of the areas where the Church is growing 
the fastest. 

  Great leaders are needed to lead the Church -- both here and in Africa. 

 At Africa University, there is the School of Theology. Theology is a word which means 
“God-words.” 

 At this school, people, who Jesus calls into ministry, are trained to lead the church. 
 

 Who leads our local church? (pastor’s name) 
 

 How do they lead? (leading in worship, helping others, leading bible studies, etc. You might 
want to invite the pastor in to share what (s)he does.) 
 

 Two of the things that pastors in Africa do not always have are: 

 Cars. – Many ride bicycles, and many walk. 

 Formal church buildings. – Some churches are just meeting places in a field, where the 
people gather for worship, instruction, and fellowship. 

 What would it be like to worship in such a way? (seek responses) 
 

 AU sends out pastors to serve 

 In Zimbabwe 

 In Africa 

 Even to the U.S. 
 

 Our goal this week is to learn about AU and to help students who need financial assistance to 
attend at University.  This is why we have an offering each day for AU.  
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                 Day 5                                                        Mission 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Care for Others 
Institute of Peace, Leadership and Governance 

 
Remind the children: 

Today’s story theme, the Good Samaritan, and how he cared for the victim without 
thinking about who that person was. 
We are looking at Africa University in Africa, Zimbabwe, Old Mutare. Again have them 
find the different spots on the map. 
 

Institute of Peace, Leadership and Governance 
 

1. Ask the children what peace means. 
a. Is it the absence of war? 
b. Why do we want peace? 

 
2. At Africa University, there is a special center for learning . 

The Institute for Peace, Leadership and Governance:  Break this down 
Peace:  Jesus calls us to make peace with our neighbors. Again note that AU has students 
from all over Africa where many are from tribes (communities) that normally do not get 
along with each other.  
Leadership: Training leaders to lead the nations in Africa to live in peace and with 
justice together in the world community. 
Governance:  Training leaders of nations to create laws that help people live together, as 
people caring for each other. 

 
3. Share some more about the Institute.  Information at http://iplg.africau.edu/  or 

http://www.africau.edu/news/Africa%20University,%20IPLG%20Potential%20Partner%20for%20th
e%20establishment%20of%20a%20Rotary%20Club%20Peace%20Centre.html  

 
4. On this, our last day, we remember Africa University and the good it does for our world and 

for the students who attend and the faculty who teach there. 
 

5. Remind them of how well everyone has done to support the offering. 
 

6. Offer a prayer of thanksgiving for each participant in the VBS and for AU. 
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About The Institute: (Background information for VBS leaders) 
 
The Institute of Peace, Leadership and Governance (IPLG) was approved by the Board of 
Directors to provide training, research and consultancy in peace, leadership and governance. The 
Institute, among other things, offers post-graduate degrees, diplomas and certificates. The 
Institute enrolled its first students in March 2003. 
 
The purpose of IPLG is to train participants to develop ways to prevent and resolve conflict and 
to sustain global peace. IPLG has risen to the challenge. A new kind of training is required to 
prepare the future leaders of Africa to deal with social, political and economic challenges of the 
new millennium.  
 
About the university in general regarding leadership: 
 

The mission of the university is to provide higher education of the highest quality to students and 
trainees from all over Africa and equip them for leadership roles they are expected to play in the 
new millennium. University currently enrolls 1,600 students, from across 28 African nations and 
to-date has over 4,000 alumni in 38 countries on the continent. 

A diverse intellectual orientation of African professionals, the AU staff and faculty represent 22 
nations. AU faculty and staff are natives of Asia, Europe and North America. Particular efforts 
are being made to attract more female staff. When fully operational, the University aims to have 
international students representing at least 60 percent of its total enrollment. Currently, female 
students account for approximately 50 percent of the total enrollment. 
 
Members of the Board of Directors of Africa University come from various parts of Africa, U.S. 
and Europe. 
 
Africa University is poised to play a major role in forging social and economic transformation in 
Africa through its innovative and need-based curricula that address pressing and contemporary 
issues on the continent. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                        Day 1                                                           Crafts 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Learn 
 

 Make Pause and Reflect necklaces.  
 
Explain that reflect means to think, but it also means to display light like aluminum foil 
(Illustrate). 
 
Each student is given a cardboard circle or the inner seal of a peanut butter jar with a hole in the 
center through which yarn is passed to create a nametag/necklace.  (Be sure the peanut butter 
circles are well washed to remove all traces of the peanut butter.) The cardboard circles are made 
reflective by covering with aluminum.  
 
Explain that pause means to stop for a moment, and that the word sounds like paws, the feet of 
an animal.  
 

To illustrate, create paws by having each child dip their middle 3 fingers in paint and press them 
on a stamp pad, keeping the fingers close to one another, and imprinting them on the circle.   
 
Each student has a necklace that reminds them to pause and reflect. These may be used as name 
tags for the rest of the week. (Suggestion: Make a few extras for children who attend later in the 
week.) 
 
Maraca’s 
 
Use empty and dry water bottles. Fill the bottles ½ - ¾ full with assorted “noise makers” such as 
dry beans, rice, dried peas, hard seeds, etc.  Glue the tops in place and then decorate the bottles 
using water paints, glitter, or stickers, etc. After they are dry these may be used during music 
time. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                        Day 2                                                           Crafts 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Reach Out to Others 
 

Helping Hands Wreath 
Make a Helping Hands wreath by having the students trace around their own hands or each 
other's hands, coloring them, cutting them out, and gluing them to a large cardboard donut. 
 
 
Helping Hands Banner: 
Use the same idea as above, except have the children trace and cut the handprints from felt 
material – using several different colors. Then place them in a “cross” form to make a banner, or 
in any other manner that you wish. The cutout handprints can be place on top of painted or felt 
cutout stems to makes them flowers.  Make sure that you put each child’s name on their hand 
cut-out. 
 
These banners may then be displayed in the church sanctuary or on a wall in the Sunday school 
area. Consider making one of these each year and watch how the hands grow and change each 
year. This is a great way for families to stay connected with the church. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                        Day 3                                                           Crafts 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Help Bring Wholeness 

 
Health Kits: For a list of materials for health kits and additional information, including 
assembling video, you may go to the United Methodist Committee on Relief, UMCOR website: 
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies. 

 
Information about these kits and the materials need to be sent out with registration or distributed 
on the first day so that items will be available to put these kits together on day 3.  If items are 
laid out in individual piles, then the children may pick what is needed and each make a complete 
kit. Adult supervision is vital. Each kit must be completed according to the instructions. This is 
very important for clearing Customs in the various countries that receive these health kits. 
Finished kits may go to the local UMCOR drop off center: UMCOR Sager Brown Depot, PO 
Box 850, 131 Sager Brown Road, Baldwin, LA 70514‐0850. 
 
Fleece quilts: Take two large (3’x3’ or 4’x4’) squares of fleece. To prevent separating, put them 
back to back and pin together.  Cut slits all around the edges about 3” to 4” apart, cutting both 
pieces together. At corner cut away square by making slits meet on the inside. When finished, tie 
the cut pieces together into a knot, joining the two pieces of material together. Continue doing 
this until all cut pieces have been tied.  
 
If working with younger children, you may want to precut the pieces and have the children tie 
them together.  
 
When finished, these blankets may be given to a local hospital or to homebound adults in the 
community. 
 
Suggestion: As a follow-up to making either of these items, at the closing of the day, it would be 
very appropriate to have a blessing or prayer over the items which will be sent out. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                        Day 4                                                           Crafts 

Theme: Jesus Calls Us to Spread God’s Word 
 

Corn Husk Ornaments: Corn or maize is the agricultural staple of Zimbabwe.  Corn husk 
ornaments or dolls may be an item that the children of Africa would make. 
 
Play Dough Ornaments/Figurines/Pottery Pieces/Beads: 
Because gold is mined on the property of AU, bringing a small amount of income to poor 
families, making one of the above and painting it gold or covering it in gold glitter would remind 
the children of AU and the people who live near AU. More information about the gold mining 
may be found in the book, Thy Wonders Displayed – Africa University, written by C. L. 
Abercrombie, G.R. Davis, Terry Ferguson, and Chris Hope, 2009. ISBN 0978634315.  Copies 
are available for $20 from The Africa University Development Office, PO Box 340007, 
Nashville, TN 37212, 615-340-7439 (phone) or 615-340-7290 (fax). 
 
Glittered Gold Nuggets: 
Use washed round stones. Spray with glue spray and then put in small baggie that has gold glitter 
in it. Shake the bag and rock until the nugget is covered in gold. Remove from bag and place on 
wax paper. Allow nugget to dry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
******************************************************************************
AU VBS                         Day 5                                                              Crafts 

Use Craft time to finish any crafts needed to be completed; prepare for distribution. 
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******************************************************************************
AU VBS                                                         Game Suggestions 

The first two games, 25 and Praise Shouts, were suggested by two African young adults. They 
played these often at their school in Zimbabwe when they were children. The DVD video, “The 
First Grader,” (based on a true story) shows African children playing Praise Shouts. 
 
First, make a ball out of tightly squashed together newspapers and paper bags. This idea was 
shared by two African adults who grew up in Zimbabwe. They did not have money to buy 
commercially made balls so they made their own and used them extensively for many different 
games.  
 
25: There are two teams. The playing field has four bases, spread out in a large square.  
 
One team starts on the first base and tries to move to each of the other bases going around the 
square, without getting hit by the ball. Bases are safe spots.  
 
The second team has two players who may try and hit the opposing team with the ball as they 
move from base to base. If a member of team 1 is hit, that person is out of the game.  Once they 
are hit with the ball by the opposing team, they cannot reenter the game. 
 
The other members of the second team may retrieve the thrown balls and toss them back to their 
teammates, but cannot try and hit the team 1 players. Members of the second team may take 
turns trying to get a team 1 player out.  
 
The object of the game is to get out all of the members of the first team, as they try to touch each 
base for a total of 25. Each base counts as 1 and the individuals of team 1 yell out the number 
they are on as they touch a base.  Team 1 members do not have to stay as a group when going 
around the bases. They may move separately when they feel it is safe to do so. Game is over 
when either all of team 1 members have been hit and are out or if at least one of the team 1 
members gets to 25 points. 
 
Praise Shouts: The group forms a large circle. One person (carrying the ball) moves to the 
middle and yells ATTENTION in a loud voice. Everyone else yells “What?”  This is repeated 3 
times. Then the person in the middle says whatever they want to say.  For example, “My name is  
____________and I’m from  ____________ and I like  ____________ “ or “God is Good” or 
“VBS rocks.”  The crowd responds by yelling “Ay, Ay, Ay.”  The speaker throws the ball to 
someone else, who then goes into the middle and begins the process again with yelling 
ATTENTION. 
 
Follow the Leader: If time allows, have each child be the leader. 
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Vegetable Basket: Set up chairs in a circle to match the number of children playing the game, 
minus one chair. Have the children sit down and count off by three or four depending on how 
many children you have. Name each of the 1’s corn, the 2’s tomatoes, the 3’s carrots, and the 4’s 
beans (or whatever variation you want). The one child left without a chair is in the middle and 
calls out one of the vegetables. The children with that name must change seats. The one in the 
middle tries to take an empty seat. Of course, there will be a child left over so he/she is now in 
the middle and calls out a vegetable. If he/she calls Vegetable Basket, everyone must move to a 
new seat and the one in the middle tries to get an empty seat.  

 
Searching for the Gold:  Fill a small swimming pool with sand. Put in toy gold coins and/or 
pennies (using lots of pennies makes this really fun!) and mix well. As the children find the 
pennies, they may then put them into a container and add them to the AU collection at the end of 
the day. This game is best done outside or on a tarp covered floor. 
 
Additional games may be added. We affirm games in which there is no chance to get hurt and 
everyone participates fully. 
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****************************************************************************** 
AU VBS                        Music Suggestions 

While music is suggested each day for the opening, feel free to choose from this list 
and/or other music. Familiar songs of faith may be added as needed. 

 
The theme song, Jesus We are Here, was written by Patrick Matsikenyiri, professor of 
music and first director of the AU Choir. 

Jesu, Tawa Panu - The Faith We Sing #2273 

 
What a Mighty God We Serve - The Faith We Sing #2021 

 
There Were 12 Disciples                  Music: Geroge A. Manor, 1880       Lyrics: Unknown 

 There were 12 disciples, Jesus called to help Him 
 Simon Peter, Andrew, James, his brother John, 
 Philip, Thomas, Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus,  

Thaddaeus, Simon, Judas, and Bartholomew. 
 

Tino Tenda, Jesus, The Faith We Sing #2081 

 
Jesu, Jesu, The United Methodist Hymnal # 432 

 
Servant Song, The Faith We Sing #2222 

 
Kum-By-Ya, The United Methodist Hymnal # 494 

 
Wa-Wa-Wa-Emimimo, The Faith We Sing #2124 

 
Siyahamba, The Faith We Sing #2235 

 
Let There be Peace on Earth, The United Methodist Hymnal #431 
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Registration Form: 

Under the Acacia Tree - An African Adventure  
Vacation Bible School – Celebrating the Gospel and Africa University 

Church: ________________________ 

 

Name(s) and grade entering in Fall: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

City:  _________________________  State:  ________________ Zip:  ____________________ 

Home Telephone:  _______________________  Cell phone:  ____________________________ 

Home email address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Parent(s) or Guardian(s):  _________________________________________________________ 

In case of emergency, contact:  ____________________________________________________ 
             (name and phone number) 

Allergies (food or otherwise) or other medical conditions:_______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Home church (if any):  __________________________________________________________ 

People allowed to pick up children:  ________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

As part of our VBS program we would like to take pictures of what the children are doing.     
The pictures may be used by the church to promote other events within the church or shared      
in Mississippi Conference print and digital media. NO names will be listed with the pictures.   
By signing below you give the church permission to take and use possible pictures of your 
child(ren). 

Parent/guardian signature: ________________________________________________________ 
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 Health Kit 

Health kits provide basic necessities to people who have been forced to leave their homes 
because of human conflict or natural disaster. Health kits are also used as learning tools in 
personal hygiene, literacy, nutrition, and cooking classes. 

 

Health Kit Materials 

 1 hand towel 
o 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches; 
o Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels not acceptable. 

 1 washcloth 

 1 comb 
o Comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 6 inches long; 
o No pocket combs or picks please; 
o Rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with a minimum of 6 inches of 

teeth. 

 1 metal nail file or nail clippers 
o No emery boards, please. 

 1 bath-size soap 
o 3 oz. and larger sizes only; 
o No Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content; 
o Do not remove from original packaging. 

 1 toothbrush 
o Adult size only; 
o Do not remove from original packaging. 

 6 adhesive bandages 
o ¾ inch to 1 inch-size; 
o Common household Band-Aids. 

 1 plastic bag 
o One-gallon size sealable bag only. 

 $1.00 to purchase toothpaste 

 




