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Learn how The POWER of We fuels our beliefs.  

A collection of stories that model each of The Mississippi Conference Core Values (tabs shown at 
left); love, generosity, justice and apprenticeship can be found at the links listed below.

LOVE:  Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/love

GENEROSITY: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/generosity

JUSTICE: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/justice

APPRENTICESHIP: Visit www.mississippi-umc.org/apprenticeship

Your  Connec t ion  to The Miss iss ipp i  Annua l  Conference

The Circuit Rider
Wednesday  |  October 29, 2014

“UNASHAMED”

Our Values

LOVE

GENEROSITY

JUSTICE

APPRENTICESHIP

T h e  P O W E R  o f  W e

The theme “UNASHAMED: Youth Living Boldly for Christ” at-
tracted nearly 200 young people from Mississippi United Method-
ist congregations to Brandon, Mississippi  on October 25, 2014. 
See story on page 3.

The mission of the Mississippi Annual Conference is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

2014 Annual   
Conference Session 
Review
Visit the links below to view or 
download the following:

• 2014-2015 Mississippi Con-
ference Appointments: www.
mississippi-umc.org/2014
2015msconferenceappoint-
ments

• Special Annual Conference 
Edition of The Circuit Rider: 
www.mississippi-umc.org/2
014annualconferencespecia
leditionofthecircuitrider

Share Your News in  
The Circuit Rider
For submission guidelines, visit 
www.mississippi-umc.org/
shareyournewsinthecircuit-
rider.

Stop Hunger Now -
Track the Goal!
Visit www.facebook.com/
msacshngoal to keep track of 
the Mississippi Conference’s 
2014 goal of one million meals 
packed for Stop Hunger Now.
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Matthew 23: 1-12
New International Version (NIV)
A Warning Against Hypocrisy

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be 
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cum-
bersome loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.

5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love 
the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the market-
places and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others.

8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers.9 And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ 
for you have one Father, and he is in heaven.10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The 
greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.

word POWER

Bishop’s Journal
The Tip of the Iceberg
It is my observation that most of what we see in life that presents itself as a challenge, an obstacle or an 
impediment at first glance is merely the surface of an in plain sight issue. It is not the real issue. Icebergs 
provide us with the best illustration of this. When we normally see an iceberg floating on the top of the sea or 
the ocean, what we view represents no more than one third of the iceberg. The largest part of the iceberg is 
beneath the surface. If the ship’s captain only prepares the ship and its crew to handle that which is above 
water, one can say with some certainty that the ship is still in danger of striking the iceberg and thus sinking. 

The current challenge for The United Methodist Church if one looks only at the surface is our intense battle 
over same gender relationships.  There is so much noise, so much attention, so many writings and conversa-
tions filling the airwaves about this issue that it would lead one to think that if we by some miracle found our 
way through this issue with integrity for both opposing sides that our troubles would be over. There are many 
that believe that the settling of this issue might somehow result in us being at peace with one another. But I 
draw you back to my earlier analogy of the iceberg. I believe that the current debate within our United Method-
ist Church over the issue of same gender relationships is the tip of the iceberg and that underneath there is a larger issue.

If we are to fulfill the Great Commission to “...go and make disciples of every nation,” as a collective unified body called The United 
Methodist Church, we must discover a way to walk, pray, work and live together. I hold very little hope that we will ever come to a 
place where we will all agree on this issue or a myriad of other issues. But my hope amid all the disappointment and anxiety generated 
around the recent Schaefer case that rather than digging in our heels and continuing to fight and seeking to destroy each other, we 
seek to find a way to create space for conversation that models to ourselves and the world that we are the Church. 

Therefore, I ask our conference to refrain from language that polarizes and divides us. I ask that we never bow to pray or open our 
mouths or our hearts to pray without asking during that prayer time that God would help us to love each other while being his people 
with integrity. I also ask that you lift up those you disagree with in prayer that the Holy Spirit might guard your heart so that you may not 
let hatred set in. Lastly, I ask that you pray fervently for me and the extended cabinet that we may be faithful to Christ and His Church in 
the administration of our responsibilities so that we lead as spiritual leaders.

Blessings,
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. 

Bishop On the Move
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James E. Swanson Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• November 2-8, 2014 (Sunday through Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will be at the Council of Bishops in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

• November 13-14, 2014 (Thursday and Friday)
Emory University’s board of trustees will meet in Atlanta, Georgia and Bishop Swanson will be in attendance.

• November 16, 2014 (Sunday)
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Jackson will begin worship service at 10:15 a.m. and Bishop Swanson will preach during that 
service.
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Youth “UNASHAMED” Turnout for Day of Workshops 
Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Sr. Communications Specialist, Mississippi Conference

Photo right: Former Miss Mississippi Kimberly Morgan-Myles is having 
fun with a few youth participants after talking with them about waiting for 
God.   

Dressed in lively orange t-shirts, youth from across the Mississippi 
Conference spent the day together at Brandon First UMC in Brandon, 
Mississippi. One word printed on the back of their shirt summed up their 
purpose—UNASHAMED. 

A number of presenters delivered powerful messages that centered on 
living boldly for Christ. Visual components, grasping recordings and rap 
songs, all referencing scripture helped drive home the message. Several 
speakers shared testimonies of their lives when they were the ages of 
their young audience. Bernice Sykes, who organized the grouping which 

was in 
conjunc-
tion with the Mississippi Conference Annual Convocation on the Black 
Church expressed her gratitude for the diversity. 

“These youth epitomize what UNASHAMED means. This is to glorify 
God unashamedly with their peers regardless of the color of their skin or 
ethnicity,” said Sykes. 

Sykes also adds that one of the young participants made an impression 
that has her thinking ahead for next year’s youth day.

“She asked if she could be a participant next year and that she wanted 
to share something with me.  However, she stated she needed to speak 
with her parents first. She told me she really enjoyed herself and the fel-
lowship with other youth,” said Sykes.     

Pictures from the event “UNASHAMED”—Youth Living Boldly for Christ 
can be viewed on flickr (www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/sets/72157648972814896/). Roughly 150 youth attended. 

Presenting to the youth  were Rev. Kordell Sims (White Oak UMC), Minister DeNondrea Sims (White Oak UMC), Mike Howington (Mis-
sissippi Conference youth and family ministry coordinator), Rev. Bowen Bridges (Senatobia First UMC), Rev. Sapada Thomas (Tupelo 
First UMC), Rev. Kim Parker (St. Matthews UMC), Rev. Ben Northcutt (Crawford UMC), Rev. Al Cherry (Monroe, Louisiana), Tiffany 
Lipcomb (Evergreen UMC) and former Miss Mississippi 2007, Kimberly Morgan-Myles.  

Convocation on the Black Church
Mississippi Conference Communications       

Photo right: The Mississippi Conference Convocation on the Black 
Church was held at the Brandon Conference Center October 24-25 in 
Brandon, Mississippi.

A short drive away from where Mississippi Conference youth gathered 
for the “UNASHAMED” workshops  in Brandon, Mississippi— adults such 
as their pastors and district leaders convened for the 2014 Convocation 
on the Black Church.  The theme was “Living Out The POWER of We 
Through Worship.” The focus for the conferences is to see each church 
develop into a vital congregation.  One of the key elements of being a 
“vital congregation” is vital worship according to the messaging that was 
shared prior to the convocation.

Plenary sessions topics were: crafting a theology for vital worship, chal-
lenging the corporate worship dynamic and constructing a model for 
facilitating vital worship.

The Rev. Dr. Michael T. McQueen was a guest speaker. As senior pastor of St. James United Methodist Church since 2006, McQueen 
leads one of the fastest growing church congregations in Alpharetta, Georgia. Since coming to St. James, the church has grown from 
approximately 1,500 members to close to 3,000 members, and more than 36 ministries that share the love of Christ and glorify God by 

Connecting
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embracing, equipping and empowering people to go and make disciples 
for Jesus Christ.

Pastor John Paul McGee, who currently serves also at the St. James 
United Methodist Church, as pastor of worship and arts  presented at the 
convocation.

While growing as a musician academically, McGee pursued his musical 
gifting in gospel music. He began his career in church music at the age 
of 12 as full-time minister of music at Waters AME church in Baltimore. 
Years later, as a keyboardist, vocal arranger, producer and songwriter 
he has been privileged to grace stages on major platforms with many 
popular gospel and secular artists such as Patti Labelle, The Isley 
Brothers, Twinkie Clark-Terrell, Karen-Clark Sheard, Judith McCallister, 
Byron Cage, Shirley Caesar, Dorothy Norwood, Kierra Sheard, Lecresia 
Campbell, Cynthia Wilson, Bruce Parham, Alvin Darling, Tedd Winn and 
Wess Morgan.

Approximately 125 Mississippi United Methodists gathered for the discussion on vital congregations.

Photo right: Bishop Swanson (red tie) and his wife Delphine (third from left) are pictured with attendees of the Convocation on the 
Black Church.      

Mississippi Conference Receives Three UMAC Awards   
Photo right: Tamica Smith-Jeuitt smiles on behalf of the Mississippi Conference 
at the UMAC Awards.
Photo below, left: Jasmine Haynes joined the conference staff in October 2012 
as the web and social media specialist.   

The Mississippi Annual Conference communication staff is celebrating three 
awards received during the annual meeting of the United Methodist Association 
of Communicators (UMAC) held October 22-25, 2014 in Savannah, Georgia. The 
winners were announced on the last evening of the gathering. The Mississippi 
Conference won two first place awards in two categories—special publication 
produced covering a specific issue or event, printed four times a year or less; and 
for social media online content created by people using highly accessible and 
scalable publishing technologies such as Facebook, Myspace, Twitter, etc.

“First Place affirmation from United Methodist 
peers for the Mississippi Special Edition of The 
Circuit Rider is a gift to our conference. Tamica 
Smith-Jeuitt, our conference senior communications specialist, leads our team with enthusiasm and 
competence,” said Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, director of connectional ministries and communications. 
“Jasmine Haynes tirelessly interprets the fast pace of United Methodist communications through 
social media. Her intentionality, creativity and knowledge have led our team to this special first place 
honor.”   

A special thanks goes to Cindy Clark, longtime graphic designer for the Mississippi Conference who 
designed The Special Edition Circuit Rider 
and also contributes graphics for social media.  

Special recognition is also due to photographer Greg Campbell for capturing 
highlights from Mississippi Annual Conference sessions that were featured in The 
Special Edition Circuit Rider. 

It was the conference’s The POWER of We theme that won the third place award 
in the category for campaign/strategic planning which included multiple pieces in 
different media working together to achieve a goal. “The POWER of We emphasis 
represents many contributors and visionaries! Congratulations to all who midwifed 
this birth,” explained Shelton.

Two African writers were named 2014 United Methodist Communicators of the 
Year for their coverage of the deadliest Ebola outbreak in history. The United 
Methodist Association of Communicators gave the association’s top award to 
Phileas Jusu, communicator for The United Methodist Church in Sierra Leone, and Julu Swen, editor and publisher of West African 
Writers, both pictured on screen, photo right, an online publication about United Methodist happenings in West Africa.   
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The United Methodist Association of Communicators is a voluntary, professional organization designed to:
• provide recognition, fellowship and vocational enrichment for professional and volunteer communicators of the church; 
• plan, participate in and support training and continuing education events;
• develop standards and seek to enhance the professional quality of the work by United Methodist communicators;
• assist in keeping members informed about developments in the communications industry and in promoting dialogue and discussion on 
technology and communication advocacy issues.

For more on UMAC and the awards, visit www.umcommunicators.org.

UM Appalachian Ministry Network Advocates for #GivingTuesday
A Message to The Mississippi Conference   

December 2, 2014 is a terrific day to support the ministries of the 
United Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network (UMAMN) with a fi-
nancial contribution. When you make an online donation on December 
2 your gift will multiply!

For one day only, on December 2, 2014 as part of UMC #GivingTues-
day, gifts made to the Appalachia Hunger and Poverty grant program 
through Advance #982039 and Appalachian Ministry Network through 
Advance #982041 will be matched.* As always, when you give to us 
through The Advance, 100 percent of your gift directly supports our 
ministry; overhead costs are covered through other channels.

Because of supporters like you, UMAMN was able to provide a $1,500 
grant in September 2014 to Starkville First United Methodist Church in Starkville, Mississippi. That grant will allow Starkville First UMC 
to continue and expand the First UMC Backpack Meals program. The First UMC Backpack Meals program provided 133 students with 
3,572 weekend meals during the 2013-2014 school year. Each Friday, students living in poverty receive a backpack with four nutritious 
meals to eat during the weekend. Foods are carefully selected to be healthy, not require refrigeration or heating and to be easy to open 
by 6-year-old students.

As we approach the holiday giving season, UMC #GivingTuesday is an opportunity to celebrate the spirit of cheerful Christian giving 
by making a donation to United Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network through The Advance. When you make an online donation on 
December 2 you will unite with others to maximize impact! It shows the world the transformational power that can happen in one day 
when Methodists are united.

Thank you so much for your faithful support and for multiplying your impact by making a generous gift on December 2.

*Global Ministries will allocate matching funds dollar for dollar up to the first $1 million in gifts to Advance projects received online on 
December 2, 2014, between 12:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. EST. A maximum of $2,500 per individual gift to a project will be dispersed as 
matching funds. A project may receive a maximum of $25,000 in matching funds.

United Methodist-related Hospital Answers Ebola Call  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Methodist Health System in Dallas has agreed to provide space for specialized treatment of Ebola, should more cases materialize in 
Texas. Gov. Rick Perry announced the involvement of Methodist, among other health care systems. A Methodist Health System facility 
in Richardson, Texas, near Dallas, will offer an entire floor for Ebola treatment. “It is the right thing to do,” said Stephen Mansfield, presi-
dent and CEO of Methodist Health System. To read more, visit www.umc.org/news-and-media/methodist-health-system-in-dallas-
answers-ebola-call.  

Methodist Children’s Homes Dedicates New Home  
Photo right: Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton conse-
crated and dedicated the Owens Home.  

Members of the Mississippi Conference were 
present to celebrate the opening of the Method-
ist Children’s Homes Owens Home on Tuesday, 
October 21, 2014 in Jackson.

Since 1896, the Methodist Children’s Homes 
has sought to serve God’s children and families 
by providing safe homes, influencing futures 
and healing hearts and minds with Christian care. The goal of the Methodist Children’s Homes is to save at-risk children by providing 
a healing experience in a healing environment, where each hurting child regains trust in self and others along with trust in God who 
knows each one and loves each one without reservation.
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Photo below, left: Mike Duggar, executive director of the Methodist Children’s 
Homes cut the ribbon for the dedication of the Owens Home. 

Delphine Swanson, who is the wife of the Resident Bishop for the Mississippi 
Area United Methodist Church, Bishop James Swanson Sr., is a member of the 
Children’s Homes board of directors. She attended the dedication ceremony along 
with the Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, the director of connectional ministries and com-
munications for the Mississippi Conference and Vickie White, the conference East 
Jackson District superintendent.

For more information about the Methodist Children’s Homes visit www.mchms.
org.  

The POWER of We funded in part by your apportioned mission 
shares. 

Top Court Affirms Schaefer’s Reinstatement as Clergy  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

Photo right: The Rev. Frank Schaefer (third from right) stands with family and 
supporters during a prayer service for unity at Court Square Park in Memphis, 
Tennessee, prior to the Oct. 22 oral hearing on his case by the United Methodist 
Judicial Council. 

The Rev. Frank Schaefer will remain a clergyman in The United Methodist Church, 
the denomination’s top court has ruled. The Judicial Council decision affirmed a 
June decision by a regional appeals committee to reinstate Schaefer’s ministerial 
credentials, modifying the penalty imposed upon the Pennsylvania pastor after he 
was found guilty last November of violating church law by performing a same-sex 
wedding for his son in 2007. In its decision, the Judicial Council also recognized 
the fact that “some within the church do not support this outcome today.” Visit 
www.umc.org/news-and-media/top-court-affirms-schaefers-reinstatement-
as-clergy to read the story. To read the full text of the decision, go to www.umc.
org/news-and-media/judicial-council-decision-1270-re-frank-schaefer.

Council of Bishops Meets in Oklahoma City  
President’s Address to be Broadcast Online
United Methodist bishops from Africa, Europe, Asia and the U.S. will gather in Oklahoma City at the Skirvin Hilton for the Council of 
Bishops meeting, November 2-7, 2014.

The meeting begins on Sunday, November 2, with a memorial service at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Oklahoma City (www.
stlukesokc.org/) at 4:00 p.m. to remember bishops and their spouses who have passed away during the last year. 

Among the meeting highlights will be the traditional ceremonial “passing of the gavel” from former Council president Bishop Rosema-
rie Wenner to Bishop Warner Brown of the San Francisco Episcopal Area on Monday at 10:45 a.m. CST. Bishop Brown assumed the 
presidency of the Council in May, but the full Council last met in November so the formal recognition will occur at the beginning of this 
meeting.

Immediately following the ceremony, Bishop Brown will present the annual presidential address to the Council —which will be live 
streamed for the first time. Viewers can watch the speech online while it is happening at umc.org/cobaddress, where it will also be 
archived for later viewing.

“Being in the position of leading the Council means helping us be effective as a leadership organization. Our job is to be the spiritual 
and temporal leaders for the church ... we must speak as pastors to the church and to keep the Wesleyan spirit alive,” said Bishop 
Brown in an interview with United Methodist Communications. (To read the interview in its entirety, visit www.umc.org/who-we-are/
bishop-brown-interview.)

The Council will meet jointly with the Connectional Table beginning Wednesday afternoon through noon on Friday. Topics to be dis-
cussed include vital congregations, the Four Areas of Focus and the worldwide nature of the church.

On November 6, an “act of repentance” service will be held at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church for members of the Council and spe-
cial guests. Several governors of Indian nations have been invited, as well as three Oklahoma Supreme Court justices who are active in 
native affairs in Oklahoma: Justice Steven Taylor, Justice Noma Gurich and Justice Yvonne Kauger. A reception will follow.

“For me and for the people of Oklahoma especially, this is the continuation of what we began in Tampa with the Act of Repentance 
(www.umc.org/news-and-media/gc2012-starting-along-the-path-of-repentance) at the 2012 General Conference,” said Bishop 
Robert Hayes of the Oklahoma Episcopal Area. “We continued that journey in May in Cherokee, N.C. where we remembered the start 
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of the Trail of Tears, and now we continue to where that trail ended. Symbolically, we are in a very sacred place for Native Americans.”

Time for spiritual reflection is a part of the Council’s agenda, including daily worship and communion and small group meetings. Plenary 
business sessions, held Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings, as well as each afternoon Monday-Friday, are open to the 
news media and the public. There will also be various committee and sub-group meetings throughout the week.

About the Council of Bishops
The Council of Bishops provides leadership and helps set the direction of the 12 million-member church and its mission throughout the 
world. The bishops are the top clergy leaders of The United Methodist Church, the second largest Protestant denomination in the U.S.

Faith Communities

Jackson TV Station Features Crossgates UMC  
A Faith and Focus segment airing on WJTV News Channel 12 in Jackson featured Crossgates United Methodist Church and its efforts 
to raise money for missions.To find out how face painting and pumpkins will contribute to a mission supported by Mississippi United 
Methodists, go to www.wjtv.com/story/27017188/faith-in-focus-crossgates-united-methodist-raising-money-through-fall-fair.

Dozens Attend Meridian District Lay Servant Gatherings 
Photo right: Members of the Meridian District lay servants are urg-
ing others in the district to join them for the next gathering Novem-
ber 15, 2014.

Recent lay servants gatherings drew dozens to the Meridian 
District office. On August 16, there were 35 lay servants who came 
out and enjoyed delicious food and fellowship which was followed 
by various talent presentations. The following month the district 
experienced an increase in attendance by six people for a class 
on “United Methodist Polity.” The class was taught by Rev. Elbrist 
Mason at the district office. What made this class special was that 
clergy and laity shared in this learning experience. Clergy were 
able to earn one-half CEU credit for attending. Many of the laity are 
working toward their Lay Speaking certification and this was one of 
the six required classes.

The next quarterly lay servant gathering will be on Saturday, November 15, 2014 at the district office at 10:00 a.m. for another wonder-
ful time of fellowship and learning.

Students

UM Student Day November 30 
Resources for the Local Church Now Available
United Methodist Student Day calls the church to support students as they 
prepare for life in uniting faith with knowledge. The offering provides scholarships 
for qualified United Methodist students. November 30 is set as this year’s United 
Methodist Student Day, but congregations may choose to celebrate UMSD on 
any Sunday during the year.

A collection of resources has been made available to download and use in your 
own church communications.  Facebook images, infographics, e-books and 
other resources to help promote this United Methodist Student Day are now 
available at www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/united-methodist-student-
day-pastors-leaders-kit.

Continued support of the United Methodist Student Day offering is greatly ap-
preciated.
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Save the Date  |  Announcements

Looking Ahead: Upcoming Webinars and Events
October 29, 2014 - February 1, 2014
Receive worship resources on approaching happenings and make plans to attend helpful webinars covering prayers, litanies, human 
trafficking and more. To see more educational opportunities and other upcoming events in the life of the church, go to www.umc.org/
news-and-media/looking-ahead-upcoming-events.
 
Celebrating Native American Heritage Month 
November
United Methodist Discipleship Ministries and the Native American Comprehensive Plan 
offer prayer and worship resources (www.gbod.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/
native-american-heritage-month1).  
 
The Farish Street Community of Shalom 5K Run/Walk
November 1, 2014
The Farish Street Community of Shalom in Jackson, Mississippi will have its annual 5K 
Run/Walk on Saturday, November 1, 2014 starting at Central United Methodist Church 
located at 500 N. Farish Street in Jackson. Registration will begin at 7:00 a.m. on the day of the race.  The race will start at 7:30 a.m.  
The registration fee is $15.00 (ages 12 and under is $10.00). A prayer breakfast will follow the 5K Run/Walk at New Hope Baptist 
Church located at 106 Hamilton Street. After all expenses are settled, the remaining proceeds will be donated to Brown Elementary 
School to purchase books for the library. Donations for this event are welcome. Make checks payable to Shalom Ministries and mail to: 
Shalom 5K Run/Walk, 517 N. Farish Street, Jackson, MS 39202.
 
Soup Sale and Lord’s Acre Festival at Hinds Chapel UMC
November 1, 2014
The United Methodist Women of Hinds Chapel United Methodist Church in Lake Cormorant, Mississippi will host its annual Soup Sale 
and Lord’s Acre Festival Saturday, November 1, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. A variety of soups will be available for purchase in 
pint ($3.50) and quart ($7) sizes as well as for lunch with cornbread, drink and dessert ($7). Following the sale, the Lord’s Acre Festi-
val will run from noon until 5:00 p.m. and will feature a silent auction, cake walk, gospel singing group performance, children’s games, 
hamburgers and more.

Home-based business owners who wish to sell their products may reserve a booth for $20. The church’s annual Lord’s Acre program 
will also be held during the festival. Proceeds from the event will benefit the church building fund. Hinds Chapel is located at 5105 
Church Road in Lake Cormorant. For more information or to purchase a booth for your business, please email Sue Harwell at harwell-
smith@aol.com. 
 
All Saints Sunday   
November 2, 2014
United Methodist Discipleship Ministries offers prayers and a family litany (www.gbod.
org/resources/o-lord-what-a-vision-call-to-worship-for-all-saints-day) for this day 
when Christians celebrate the people who have joined the Church Triumphant. 
 
JSU Wesley Hosts “Back 2 Egypt Costume Gala & Fundraiser”
November 7, 2014
The Jackson State University Wesley Foundation board of directors presents the “Back 
2 Egypt Costume Gala & Fundraiser.” The event will be held Friday, November 7, 2014 
at 6:30 p.m.—until, at the JSU E-Center Convention Room. The speaker will be golf 
legend Eddie Payton, and the event is to be hosted by University of Mississippi (Ole 
Miss) basketball great, Joezon Darby. For more information and for cost of tickets and/or sponsorships, contact Vera Hall, JSU Wesley 
director at 601.979.1318.
 
Sacred Leadership with Bishop Bill McAlilly, Gary Shorb and Lynn Taylor
November 20, 2014
There will be a unique one-day workshop on Thursday, November 20 for United Methodist clergy.  The topic will be, “Sacred Leader-
ship” and the leaders will be Bishop Bill McAlilly; Gary Shorb, CEO of Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare and Lynn Taylor, coordinator 



9

of Emerging Ministries for the Nashville Area United Methodist Church.  The event will be held in the Center of Excellence in Faith & 
Health at the Methodist University Hospital. The hospital is located at 1265 Union Avenue in Memphis, Tennessee.

Registration is a must!  Please see all of the event details and registration information by visiting www.eventbrite.com/e/sacred-lead-
ership-with-bishop-bill-mcalilly-gary-shorb-lynn-taylor-tickets-13464989145. 

If you have questions, please call 901.516.0553. 
 
Journey to Bethlehem—The Life of Jesus
December 13-14, 2014
Please come out for a Journey to Bethlehem—The Life of Jesus. This is a drive-through event so you can stay warm and cozy in the 
convenience of your vehicle. The event will be held on December 13-14, 2014 from 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at 2394 Shiloh Road in 
Pelahatchie, Mississippi. The campus will be transformed into the streets of Bethlehem so that visitors can experience the sights and 
sounds as they were thousands of years ago at the time of Jesus’ birth.

Visit www.shilohunitedmethodist.org for more information and directions. You may also contact church personnel at 601.854.8158 or 
swadsworth325@hotmail.com.

Music or Dance Ensembles Sought for General Conference 
Deadline: January 12, 2015
United Methodist choirs and worship ensemble groups from around the 
world may now audition online for an invitation to perform at the 2016 
General Conference, The United Methodist Church’s top legislative as-
sembly which meets in Portland, Oregon, from May 10-20, 2016.

To apply for an invitation to General Conference, groups are asked to 
submit a letter of application that includes the following: 1) name of 
group; 2) name of primary contact person along with email address 
and phone number; 3) brief history/bio of the group including number of 
members, general age range, group’s location and any unique charac-
teristics and 4) a link to a private YouTube video of the group perform-
ing. The application should be emailed to gc2016worshipdirector@
gmail.com by January 12, 2015.

Performance opportunities for invited choirs and ensembles include 
morning worship and/or a lunchtime showcase venue. Groups are responsible for their own expenses.
 
Bishop James Swanson to Lead BMCR Training
February 21-22, 2015
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will lead a training session and preach in a local church during the Black Methodists for Church Renew-
al (BMCR) meeting, which is scheduled for February 21-22, 2015. The training will be held at H. A. Brown Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Wiggins, Mississippi. Mark this date and plan to attend the BMCR training. For more information concerning the training, visit 
www.bmcrms.org.
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As a courtesy to the Mississippi Annual Conference, job announcements from across the United Methodist connection are featured in 
The Circuit Rider. To submit an employment notice, send an email to news@mississipppi-umc.org.  Postings are not guaranteed to 
appear more than once in this newsletter. To read a description of job opening(s) listed below, go to www.mississippi-umc.org/
employmentopportunities.

• Director of Children’s Ministry at Middletown UMC, Louisville, KY 
• Director of Youth Ministries at Middletown UMC, Louisville, KY 
• Distance Learning Coordinator - National Office, New York, NY 
• Executive for Membership Cultivation - National Office, New York, NY 
• Executive for Mission Education and Enrichment - National Office, New York, NY 
• Fund Development Officer - National Office, New York, NY 
• Senior Art Director - National Office, New York, NY 
• Youth Minister - Diamondhead UMC - Diamondhead, MS 
• Contemporary Worship Leadership and Ministry Associate - First UMC of Hartselle, Alabama
• Part-time Director of Music Ministries - Main Street UMC - Bay St. Louis, MS 
• Director of Youth Ministries - St. Paul’s UMC, Monroe, LA

Employment 

Cranberry-Apple Pork Chops  

Place pork chops in slow cooker. Combine other ingredients and pour on top of 
pork chops. Set to low heat and cook 6-8 hours.

Nutrition:
Makes 6 servings. Each serving contains 319 calories, 27 grams protein and 3 grams fiber.

—   Rev. Carolyn Sims, pastor of Corinth United Methodist Church in North Carolina, recently was  
featured in a segment on NBC-TV’s “Today Show.” Sims and her cranberry-apple pork chops were among the  

three winners in the “Too Good to Be Healthy” search for low-calorie, apple-inspired recipes. To watch the segment, go to  
www.today.com/food/joy-bauer-shares-delicious-apple-recipes-fall-2D80218019 

Methodist Tested Recipes

6 lean pork chops (4 ounces each), 
slightly browned
1 can whole berry cranberry sauce
1 medium onion, chopped
2 honey crisp apples, diced (or other 
slightly tart apple)

1 ounce dried cranberries
1 cup shredded carrots
1/4 cup orange juice

Have a recipe that is too good to keep to yourself? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Stay Connected

www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524

https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC

www.youtube.com/channel/UCSRtxv_Kix8IbYuHKRMLIjg

www.flickr.com/photos/119483421@N02/

Stay Connected with ConnecTText
Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText. 

The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other conference happenings.
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To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters ‘MSUMC’ to the number 95577 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!

Mississippi Conference’s Mobile App—MY MSUMC 
MY MSUMC -- the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church’s official mobile app -- is available at no cost on all iPhone, 
Android, Galaxy and Blackberry phones and their corresponding pads and tablets.

MY MSUMC allows easy access to the latest conference events, local UM news and The Circuit Rider. The MY MSUMC app presents 
users with a unique opportunity to interact with the conference by submitting prayer requests, recording audio of personal testimonies 
and posting comments via facebook and twitter. Plus, the ‘Our Districts’ feature shows a comprehensive list of district contact informa-
tion and even directions from the user’s current location—all from a mobile smart phone or tablet device.

Feel free to leave a comment about the app on the Mississippi United Methodist Conference facebook and twitter pages.




