
 

 
Register for the Event:  
 

https://tnumcdisasterresponse.wordpress.com/sej-
disaster-academy-2016/ 
 
* Early bird registration (By January 30, 2016) 
$75 (includes meals but does NOT include lodging) 
 
* Registration (after January 30, 2016) 
$100 (includes meals but does NOT include lodging) 
 
PayPal links for payment will be provided at the completion of your registration or, if paying by check, please make 
payable to “TNUMC” and mail to: TNUMC, Attn: Angela Overstreet, 304 S. Perimeter Park Drive, Suite 1, Nashville, TN 
37211 - please  note on the check that it is for 2016 SEJ DA and the names of the participants registered. 
 

Registration Deadline is February 15, 2016 

 
To Reserve Lodging: 
Information for online reservations can be found at the Disaster Academy registration site. 
 

Marriott Towne Place Suites Franklin Cool Springs ($159 per night) book by 1/29/16 
7153 South Springs Drive, Franklin TN 37067 
Contact: 615-861-1111, group code: United Methodist Disaster Academy 
 
Hampton Inn & Suites Nashville Franklin/Cool Springs ($149 per night) book by 2/13/16 
7141 South Springs Drive, Franklin TN 37067 
Contact: 615-771-7225, group code: United Methodist Disaster Academy 
 
Country Inn & Suites Cool Springs 
7120 South Springs Drive, Franklin TN 37067 
Contact: 615-778-0321 
 

Nearby Airport: 
 

Nashville International Airport (BNA) 
One Terminal Drive, Suite 501, Nashville, TN 37214 
https://www.flynashville.com 

 
For more information, contact: 

 

Angela Overstreet 
angela.overstreet@tnumc.com 
615.695.2758 
 
 

2 C.E.U. granted for those attending Sunday through Tuesday 

Conference Host: 
 

 
 

 
 

Tennessee Conference 
The United Methodist Church 
 

304 S. Perimeter Park Drive 
Nashville, TN  37211 
Phone:  615-329-1177 

 

UMCOR and UMVIM 

2016 SEJ Disaster Academy 
 

Franklin First United Methodist Church  
120 Aldersgate Way, Franklin, TN 37069 

February 28—March 1, 2016 

https://tnumcdisasterresponse.wordpress.com/sej-disaster-academy-2016/
https://tnumcdisasterresponse.wordpress.com/sej-disaster-academy-2016/
https://www.flynashville.com/
mailto:angela.overstreet@tnumc.com
tel:615.695.2758


 

SCHEDULE 

Sunday, February 28 
2:00 - 7:00 pm Registration 
2:30 - 5:30 pm  Foundations for Disaster Ministry 
2:00 - 3:30 pm  Conference UMVIM Coordinators Meeting 
2:00 - 3:30 pm  Conference Disaster Response Coordinators 
 Meeting 
3:45 - 5:00pm  UMVIM and DRC Combined Meeting 
5:30 - 6:30pm  Dinner  
7:00 pm   Opening Worship, 2016 SEJ Disaster Academy 
Bill McAlilly, Resident Bishop, Nashville Episcopal Area 

 
Monday, February 29 
7:30 - 8:00 am  Devotion  
8:00 - 5:00 pm  Elective Training Workshops (descriptions 
below) 
Noon - 1:00 pm Lunch 
5:00 - 6:15pm   Dinner  
6:30 - 7:30pm   Worship 

 
Tuesday, March 1 
7:30 - 8:15 am  Devotion  
8:00  - 5:00 pm  Experiential Learning (description below) 
12:15 - 1:15 pm  Lunch 
5:15 - 6:15 pm  Dinner 
6:30 - 8:00pm  Closing Worship with Communion 
 
 

 SUNDAY 
 

Foundations for Disaster Ministry                   
Why engage in disaster ministry? What are the phases of 
disaster? Who are the players? What are the functions and 
opportunities for volunteers? Where do the resources 
come from? What are our mission and values? We will 
address these questions and more! This session is the 
foundational training that grounds all of our efforts in 
disaster ministry, so if you have not attended this in the 
past few years, please put this on your schedule! 
  

 

 

MONDAY 
 

Monday's Elective Training Workshops - On the 
registration form, you are ask to rank the workshops in 
order of preference (1-9). 
 
ERT 200: Site Assessment               
Site Assessment class is designed for both team leader and 
logistics persons. This class explores ways to evaluate a 
site for safety and suitability for an ERT. ERT site 
assessment specialty teams could be very helpful in the 
earliest days after an event to set the way for other teams 
to come. (This class is not designed for use in rebuilding or 
repairing.) 
  
ERT 200: Cleaning up flooded homes       
Cleaning Out Flooded Homes, more commonly referred to 
as mucking out, will talk about current best practices and 
safety procedures for cleaning out, stabilizing and 
sanitizing water damaged homes. 
  
Long-Term Recovery 
The United Methodist Church is known for being the first 
ones in and the last ones out as there is still work to be 
done once the media and hype is gone. This class will 
discuss how to transition from relief to long-term recovery 
and the process that takes place. Here it will also be 
discussed how to create long-term recovery groups 
(LTRGs) and partnering with outside organizations. 
  
Leadership Development 
In this class, UMCOR and UMVIM will talk about ways to 
identify and nurture future Disaster Response and UMVIM 
leaders in your Annual Conference. There will be 
interactive discussion about how to cultivate leadership 
for the various roles in the conference. 
  
Spiritual and Emotional Care 
Whether in times of peace, during the chaos of disaster 
response, or throughout the long road to recovery, 
spiritual and emotional care is a vital aspect of disaster 
ministry.  During this session the participant will encounter 
an overview of the ministry of presence, reactions to 
traumatic stress, the importance of self-care, and an 
outline of steps for developing a care team. 
 
 

 
Note: 2 C.E.U. granted for those 

attending Sunday through Tuesday 
 
 

 
 

Connecting Neighbors:  
 Ready Response           
This curriculum is intended for broad use by dedicated 
volunteers willing and able to facilitate workshops and 
webinars with the goal of inspiring congregations and 
communities to be better able to minimize disaster-
caused harm to people and property and to respond to 
our neighbors in helpful, cooperative and caring ways 
on behalf of the church and in the spirit of Jesus 
Christ. Ready Response encourages churches to explore 
their capacity for various disaster response ministries 
and to consider ways to engage community partners.  
Participants will  
(1) be able to identify at least one disaster ministry their 
church might be willing and able to implement before 
and/or after a community disaster; and  
(2) initiate a preliminary plan to engage the church and 
to cooperate with other households of faith and the 
community in order to be prepared to respond in the 
event of a disaster. 
 
Connecting Neighbors:  
Ready Congregants and Ready Churches 
This curriculum is intended for broad use by dedicated 
volunteers willing and able to facilitate workshops and 
webinars with the goal of inspiring congregations and 
communities to be better able to minimize disaster-
caused harm to people and property and to respond to 
our neighbors in helpful, cooperative and caring ways 
on behalf of the church and in the spirit of Jesus 
Christ. Ready Congregants focuses on preparing 
individuals and families to be disaster-ready. 
Participants will be inspired to take action in order to 
prepare themselves, their households and others 
before and immediately following a disaster. Ready 
Churches emphasizes the importance of protecting 
church property and the people within the property, 
before and immediately following a disaster, and of 
appropriate use of church property in disaster 
response.  
Participants will  
(1) identify one or more steps to take in order to 
mitigate against disaster-caused damage to property;  
(2) identify one or more steps to take in order to 
prevent harm to people who are present in or on 
church property when disasters or emergencies occur; 
and  
(3) be able to assess the utilization of church property 
following a disaster within or near the community of 
the church. 
 
 

 
 

Communication 
Communication is key. When a disaster strikes your area, 
you need to know how to communicate your needs and 
how you can help most effectively. This course will 
provide information on the best practices for social 
media and web presence during a disaster in order to 
help those be aware of the situation, how to 
communicate needs, and connect and coordinate 
volunteers. 
  
Cultural Considerations 
When serving in a community, even your own 
community, it is important to understand and value the 
mix of cultures around you. Identifying personal values, 
assumptions, and perspectives along with understanding 
how disaster impacts varying socio-economic groups 
enables any volunteer to better serve. Come to this 
course for discussion that is essential for effective 
disaster response and recovery work and celebrates 
cultural differences.  
 

TUESDAY 
 

Tuesday's Experiential Learning - The SEJ Disaster 
Academy will offer a framework for reflecting through 
experiential learning with sessions entitled: 
 

Lessons Learned: The Southeastern Jurisdiction is no 
stranger to disasters. During this time, we will hear from 
3 Conferences in the Southeast that are experiencing 
new disasters or are wrapping up disasters from years 
ago. They will discuss the lessons they have learned in 
the process, how they are preparing better for the next 
disaster, and what they would do differently if they 
could do it again. There will also be discussion groups 
after each presentation to breakdown the conversation 
and answer any questions that may arise. 

  
OPTION: WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 
 

If you would be interested in the following, please note 
on your registration. Class is not confirmed, but will be 
determined by interest level. 
Early Response Team Train the Trainer Training  
The Early Response Team trainer class supports leaders 
who will train within their Annual Conference and assist 
in building United Methodist volunteer disaster response 
teams. Those who attend should be willing and able to 
demonstrate and articulate ERT best practices to provide 
disaster ministry opportunities. Pre-requisites: 
Recommendation from your conference disaster 
response coordinator and current ERT badge.  
 


