
Protecting Our Churches 

Minimizing Thunderstorm 
Damage 

Before a Storm 
 
It is best to perform as many precau ons that can be taken 
before storm season as possible. Taking safety steps in ad‐
vance will save your organiza on me and hassle in the 
quick moments before a storm. Consider these precau ons 
in preven ng damage to your building: 
 

1. Install lightning rods in new buildings. Have older buildings inspected to 
determine if a lightning rod should be installed. 

2. Rou nely trim dead branches off trees. Strong winds can cause branch‐
es to fall and do considerable damage. 

3. Secure outdoor objects that can blow in strong winds. 
4. Keep a ba ery—powered radio available in the church with extra 

ba eries. 
5. Have a professional electrician install a commercial surge protector at 

your circuit board to protect sensi ve electrical equipment, such as or‐
gans, computers, telephones, copy machines, and fax machines. Make 
sure that electrical circuits are properly grounded. 

6. Clean the gu er every spring and fall. Make sure they are clear of 
leaves, twigs, and other debris that can cause drainage problems. 

 

During a Storm 
 
Beyond taking steps before a storm, there are ways to protect your facility during 
a storm as well. Two steps you can take in preven ng lightning damage include: 
 

1. Do not handle electrical equipment or a telephone when lightning is 
striking. The lightning can follow the wire. 

2. Turn off electrical appliances, such as air condi oners. Power surges 
from lightning can overload the compressors. 

 

“The information contained in this report was obtained from sources which to the best of the writer’s knowledge are au-
thentic and reliable.  Arthur J. Gallagher makes no guarantee or results, and assumes no liability in connection with either 
the information herein contained, or the safety suggestions herein made.  Moreover, it can not be assumed that every 
acceptable safety procedure is contained herein, or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or require 
further or additional procedures.” 

Any questions or concerns about the above material, please feel free to contact Phil Hinton or Jeff 
Smith at 601-956-5810. 


