
and meeting children who were heads of 
households, or about to be, because their 
parents had died of AIDS or were infected 
and dying. Thompson revealed that his 11-
year-old adopted daughter has HIV.

“The personal stories helped us all see 
the human faces of HIV/AIDS,” said Bishop 
Hope Morgan Ward.

The Rev. Vicki Sizemore Tandy, super-
intendent of the Senatobia District and a 
co-organizer, said she was disappointed 
more people from the northern part of the 
state didn’t attend so they could get that 
message. “People in Mississippi are putting 
their heads in the sand,” she said. “People 
are saying it doesn’t apply to them.”

As heart-rending as the stories were, 
each of the presenters praised The United 
Methodist Church for being active in 
HIV/AIDS education, even when it wasn’t 
popular. Mutti said The United Methodist 
Church was one of the first denominations 
to publish materials explaining AIDS and 
how it is spread during the period of panic 
– the first of his “three Ps” of the AIDS pan-
demic: panic, personal and promise.

The theme “8K Every 
Day, Each Day” repre-
sented the number of 
people worldwide who 
die of AIDS-related ill-
ness daily. To drama-
tize that number, 8,000 
red Christmas lights 
were laid out around 
the Jackson Medical 
Mall. At the close of 
the event, participants 
walked silently along 
the trail of lights. A 
fund-raising 8K walk 
is planned for next 
spring.

All four presenters 
challenged the Miss-
issippi Conference to 
take advantage of its 

position to reach out to 
those affected by HIV/AIDS. 

“We will try to reach out and keep the 
promise, to make it known that United 
Methodists in Mississippi will reach out 
around the world,” Mutti said.

Thompson referred to Mark 1:40-41 
where Jesus heals a leper. “If people with 
HIV/AIDS aren’t the lepers of the 21st cen-
tury, I don’t know who is,” he said. “The 
church has a role in HIV/AIDS. You can’t 
believe how glad I am to see another major 
denomination step forward to say it will try 
to do something.”

Stanford, who serves as preacher for The 

United Methodist Hour and as teaching 
pastor at Hattiesburg Main Street United 
Methodist Church, called on United 
Methodists to be the body of Christ for 
those affected by HIV/AIDS.

“We, as the local church, have the 
opportunity to do something incredible,” 
Stanford said. “We have the power to do 
things with this disease and all brokenness 
that no other group can do.”

Stanford encouraged those attending to 
“be the church” by doing the following:

n C – Care and comfort
n H – Handle testing and counseling
n U – Unleash a volunteer force of com-

passion
n R – Reaffirm the role and potential of 

the local church
n C – Champion healthy behavior
n H – Healthy lifestyles

The numbers
HIV/AIDS is a world-wide problem, but 

the disease has hit Africa especially hard. 
More than 42 million are living with HIV/
AIDS, and 74 percent of them are in sub-
Sahara Africa. More than 22 million people 
have died of AIDS worldwide. The United 
Nations estimates some 14 million chil-
dren are AIDS orphans and that by 2010 
the number could reach 25 million.

In the United States, about 1 million 
people live with HIV with approximately 
40,000 new infections each year. By race, 

54 percent of the new infections occur 
in African Americans and 64 percent of 
new infections in women occur in African-
American women.

Mississippi has some 3,191 people liv-
ing with AIDS, according to the Health 
Department’s Web site. Thompson said the 
disease is growing most rapidly among 
African-American men, calling the spread 
an “eruption.”

He said that 25 percent of the state’s 
cases are in Hinds County and that 40 
percent of Mississippi’s AIDS patients live 
in district five, which includes Claiborne, 
Copiah, Hinds, Issaquena, Rankin, 
Madison, Warren, Sharkey, Simpson and 
Yazoo counties.

In her closing remarks, Ward asked 
Mississippi Conference churches to do 
three things:

n Ring a bell. Ring it once for each year 
since the AIDS virus was discovered while 
people pray for a cure.

n Find a place within the congregation 
to open a space for conversation. She said 
many people have stories to tell related to 
HIV/AIDS but need safe places to share 
them.

n Start some sort of ministry that directly 
addresses the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

The Rev. Tim Thompson, superintendent 

of the Meridian District and one of the 
event organizers, said plans are already 
underway for 2008.

“The next step is to promote three major 
seminars around the state: north, central 
and south,” he said, “to raise awareness of 
AIDS in Mississippi.”

Rev. Thompson said the first seminar 
would likely come sometime after Annual 
Conference in June. He said the seminars 
would help prepare the conference to take 
part in the UM Global Aids Fund, which 
seeks a $1 donation from each United 
Methodist. 

AIDS, from page �
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December 9
“Changing Our Attitude to God and Self”

Sermon: Rev. Shane Stanford
Matthew 3:1-12

Lesson: Rev. Keith Tonkel
Luke 1:26-38

Music: Triumph
You’ve Been Blessing Me

December 16
“Hard Words to Hear: John the Baptist”

Sermon: Rev. Shane Stanford 
Matthew 11:2-11

Lesson: Rev. Keith Tonkel
Luke 1:64, 67-80

Music: Sam Bruton 
Angels We Have Heard On High

P. O. Box 16657 • Hattiesburg, MS 39404-6657 • Phone: (601) 296-1676 
Prayer Line: (800) 280-4040 • Web site: www.thehour.org • E-mail: mail@thehour.org

• Alaska • New England • Nova Scotia • SW 
• NW • Branson • Myrtle Beach • KY • GA 
• Niagara Falls • Williamsburg 
• New York • Smokies
E-mail: snabors@stargtr.net
Call: 1-800-286-2366

Starkville tourS

Choir robes
         ade in Mississippi by the South’s oldest and largest
manufacturer. Over 50 years experience. Direct factory

prices. 2 to 3 weeks delivery on most orders.
Latest styles and materials.

Box 1034-1620 N. Mill St. / Jackson, MS 39205
601-354-5323

Graduate supply house

M

Registration is from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., Friday, January 25th.   Dinner will be at 5:30, followed by our 
program at 6:30. If you cannot come Friday, but can come Saturday morning, please join us then!  Our 
activities will begin at 9:00 and will end at noon.

The fee for this amazing event is only $40.00!  Don’t miss out!  Fill out your registration form today and 
mark your calendar now for this great opportunity to meet and greet your fellow Clergy Spouses!  Make 
checks payable to MS Conference UM Clergy Spouses.  Mail completed registration form and $40.00 to 
Robin Smith, 1070 Beech Street, Wesson, MS   39191, by January 15, 2008. 

Each person should bring linens, pillow, towels, shower shoes, toiletries, comfortable clothes and a snack 
to share.  

Detach and Mail

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

City/State:_ _______________________________________Zip:_ _________________

Home phone: _ ____________________ Cell phone:____________________________

Email:_________________________________________________________________

District:_ ______________________________________________________________

            Mississippi Conference  
            Clergy Spouse Retreat 

Wood Institute, Mathiston, MS - January 25-26, 2008

Gift!
Great

Makes a

Henderson

Dr. Craig Thompson of the Mississippi State 
Department of Health shows statistics about 
HIV/AIDS to those attending the Mississippi 
Conference’s World AIDS Day event on Dec. 1.


