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With a call to move beyond the walls 
of its churches, the Mississippi 
Conference plans to introduce the 

“Celebrate Jesus Ministry.”
Recently Bishop Hope Morgan Ward and 

the cabinet encouraged local congregations 
to “Knock on 9” doors in their communities 
in response to the annual conference’s theme 
regarding doors as a means of “radical hospi-
tality” as the denomination seeks to re-think 
church.  

The “Celebrate Jesus Ministry” is a tool for 
reaching neighborhoods with good news of 
Jesus Christ. Churches are hearing the cries of 
neighbors in need and seeing them through the 
compassionate eyes of Jesus. These churches 
are helping create shelter, food, outreach, new 
youth groups, new worship services, houses 
of prayer, community barbecues, car washes, 
neighborhood “fifth quarter” tailgate parties, 
Alpha, tutoring, servant evangelism, acts of 

kindness – all exhibiting 
God’s love in practical 
ways.

The hallmark of a 
Celebrate Jesus Mission 
is to intentionally move 
toward full obedience to 
the Great Commission. 

Celebrate Jesus is not 
about strengthening a 

church or ensuring its 
survival; it is about having a heart for the lost 
and the hopeless, it is about desiring for them 
to know Jesus, it is about recovering connec-
tion to the community. Churches are not to be 
so busy saving their own lives, but they are to 
let go of themselves (lose our lives) for the sake 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Celebrate Jesus is an instrument to move 
churches, their members and their communi-
ties further in their walk of faith with Christ. 
Celebrate Jesus encourages participants 

through prayer and the leading of the Holy 
Spirit to envision and implement unique ways 
to invite, welcome, nurture, and disciple those 
who respond. Specific guidelines have been 
developed to assist churches in reaching out 
beyond their walls by knocking on doors, offer-
ing prayers, helping and then to meet needs.

Martha Duncan will share information about 
“Celebrate Jesus Ministry” and tell stories of 
how this ministry has changed the Florida 
Annual Conference. 

In addition to the members of the 

Revitalization Committee, each district has 
been requested to send two representatives 
to this event. Those interested in attending 
should contact the Rev. Andy Stoddard at 
andy@eclergy.net or the Rev. Embra Jackson, 
administrative assistant to the bishop at 
embra@mississippi-umc.org. 

To learn more about the Knock on 9 minis-
try, contact Lisa Cumbest Michiels, Mississippi 
Conference communications director, at 601-
354-0515 ext. 17 or via e-mail knockonnine@
mississippi-umc.org. 
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says

THANK YOU
to

Bro. Ivan Cray

In appreciation for your dedicated service 

to our Lord Jesus and to our church, 

we thank you for a job well done. 

Our prayers are with you as you minister 

to us and to the community. 

God bless you.

In Christ’s love,
Your Bethel United Methodist Church Family
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Proposed 2010  
Conference Insurance Rates

PREMIUM CATEGORY 2010 MONTHLY RATES 2010 MONTHLY RATES
If Paid by DRAFT

Salary Paying Unit $646  $646 

$600 DEDUCTIBLE
Employee Rate $114  $112 

Spouse under 65 $540  $529 

Dependents $467  $458 

Full Family $714  $700 

Participant on Medicare A & B $352  $345 

Spouse on Medicare A & B $241  $236 

HIGH DEDUCTIBLE
Participant $96  $94 

Spouse $466  $457 

Dependent $398  $390 

Full Family $607  $595 

New program seeks to move churches outside walls

Mission and Ministry

driver spoke up and said, “None of us were 
driving, officer. We were all asleep here 
in the back seat.” The others steadfastly 
backed up the driver’s story.

Sound ridiculous? No more so than the 
committee report on the incident which 
occurred at Annual Conference where the 
envelope was pushed just a little more 
in the relentless effort by the United 
Methodist Church hierarchy to deceive 
the people into accepting the homosexual 
activist agenda as God-ordained.

In the case of the drunks, they all passed 
the buck to protect the driver, leaving the 
deputy to scratch his head in confusion. 
However, he quickly worked through the 
problem. He simply asked who owned the 
car, and the one who had been driving had 
to admit that it belonged to him. Then the 
deputy said, “Since you own the car, you 
are the responsible party. You are under 
arrest for DUI.”  ’Nuff said.

Robert Robbins
Stonewall
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